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Submission to the Public Hearing
Sproat Lake
Bylaws P1411 and P1412
28 Nov. 2022

My name is Pat O'Connell.
| live with my wife Penelope at 6081 Sarenga Road, Port Alberni. The legal description of our
property is Lot 2 District Lot 1647, which abuts the subject property Lot | District Lot 1647.

For the past 34years we have lived at this address. We bought raw, semi cleared land and built a
house, a small family farm with gardens, orchard, and grazing for our animals, providing mostly
organic food for our family then, and now for our extended family. A determining factor in the choice
of our property was the zoning and the natural quality of our surrounds. But over the past 3 years the
creeping development of industrial storage on our neighbouring property has been a concern for us.
Part of the natural screen along Sarenga Road has been removed, leaving an open view of heavy
equipment and other industrial items. This aspect, viewed from Sarenga Road, is now unsightly and
we believe it has diminished the value of our property.

We oppose the proposed re-zoning of part of Lot 1 for the following reasons:

1 In the immediate area there are properties in the ALR
There is ample industrial space within the District
3 Re-zoning that part of Lot 1 can have damaging impact on the local environment

(a) drainage from that area feeds into the storm water system that drains into an
important salmon bearing river, greatly increasing the possibility of damage to
a cultural and sport fishing source.

(b) the surface material and dimensions of Sarenga Road are such that they are not
conducive to use by heavy equipment. The paved section of the road is narrow
without a centreline. Opposing vehicles have to slow down and move to the verge
to pass.

(c) the road would have to be widened to allow large equipment onto or off the property

(d) present use is clearly damaging the road surface.

4 Pacific Rim Highway is a main and busy thoroughfare and the access to Sarenga Road

can be difficult at any time.

5  We are concerned with the present use of this lot and the probability that allowing M2 zoning
will exacerbate the environmental and social concerns.

Penelope O'Connell

Respectfully

atrick O'Connell





