
WHY REVIEW THE ZONING BYLAW?
CURRENT ZONING BYLAW IS OLD

Current ACRD Zoning Bylaw (ZB) was adopted in 
1973, which means it’s almost 50 years old, and has 
been amended more than 750 times.

Current ZB is challenging for the ACRD to 
administer and for property owners to understand. 

Updated ZB will better align with goals and policies 
in OCPs.

By ensuring the ZB aligns with the OCP, this 
creates a more certain process and outcome for 
landowners and developers.

Since the current ZB was written 50 years ago, 

understand.

changes to various Federal and Provincial 
legislation that have occurred over the years.
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ZONING OF YOUR PROPERTY

the Zoning Bylaw Review, some updates were made to zoning maps and OCP 

ZONING IS IMPORTANT
The Zoning Bylaw includes a range of rules that all property owners must follow 

Zoning controls the use of land in all six ACRD Electoral Areas, and includes 
regulation such as:

Permitted uses: what can be built or done on a property

Minimum setbacks: distance of buildings from property lines

Minimum lot size: how small a lot can be

Maximum height: how tall a building can be

Maximum density:

Maximum lot coverage: how much of lot can be covered by buildings in 1973, 
since been amended 700+ times.
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HIGHLIGHTS & PROCESS TO DATE
PROCESS TO DATE
The Zoning Bylaw Review Project has included various opportunities for 
community and stakeholder input over the years through many methods such 
as: open houses, information sessions, surveys, meetings with Advisory Planning 
Commissions and others, an agency and First Nation pre-referral, and many emails, 
calls and discussions. 

The Project has also been widely advertised, and some of the methods have 
included: 

ads, social media, signage, and sandwich boards. 

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE PROPOSED 
ZONING BYLAW

Commercial and Industrial zones amalgamated 

Commercial zones reduced from 16 to 6

Revised general regulations
Regulations in water zones and OCP Development 

Updated zoning maps with new zones and 
consistency with OCPs
Clarify use of land in the Agricultural Land Reserve 

Updated OCP land use and DPA maps
Minor OCP updates: minimum lot size for Accessory ADDITIONAL COMMITTEE ENGAGEMENT IS UNDERWAY & 

THERE IS STILL TIME TO PROVIDE INPUT!
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MARCH 2022 DRAFT ZONING BYLAW & MAPS
ALL DRAFT ZONING BYLAW DOCUMENTS AND MAPS ARE AVAILABLE: www.acrd.bc.ca/zbreview
The current ACRD Zoning Bylaw is from 1973 and includes formatting and language that makes it challenging for the ACRD to administer and for property 
owners to understand. Based on feedback from the community and stakeholders, the draft Zoning Bylaw text and maps have been updated to a easier to 
read and more user-friendly format.  

IMPROVED FORMATTING
The updated draft Zoning 
Bylaw has been entirely 
reformatted with the goal of 
being easier to use. Within 
each zone are regulations for 
maximum lot area, density, lot 
coverage, maximum size and 
height, building setbacks, and 

the zone. Regulations are all 

ZONE CROSS-REFERENCING
A zone cross-referencing document is available, which 
includes a table with the proposed updated zone and sub-

UPDATED ZONING & OCP MAPS
Based on feedback, many improvements have been made to the zoning and OCP 
maps. The ACRD is transitioning from a CAD based mapping system to a modern 

preparations already underway.

The maps include new zoning abbreviations, as well as other formatting updates such 
as improved labeling, and colour-coded zone categories/OCP land use designations. 
In the March 2022 PDF, you can click on any of the black map sheet boxes and it takes 

boxes, for a closer look at more dense areas. 

COLOUR-CODED 
ZONE CATEGORIES



OFFICIAL COMMUNITY PLAN AMENDMENTS
Minor amendments to each of the six Electoral Area OCPs are being proposed to align with the updated Zoning Bylaw, and 

The Local Government Act

Current OCPs adopted in 2007 to 2014, and in some cases the policies are out of date for the realities and current context of 
our communities. Updates are relatively minor and required as part of the Zoning Bylaw update, and more comprehensive 
updates to all six OCPs are anticipated to begin once the updated Zoning Bylaw is adopted. 

Highlights of OCP Amendments: 

Housekeeping updates: Standardized wording, updated Provincial legislation references.
Updated Land Use and Development Permit Area map format.

Introduced dock and moorage facility policies and DPA guidelines.

2. 
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AGRICULTURE & KEEPING OF ANIMALS
Agriculture is currently only permitted in Agriculture zones, and is proposed to also be 
permitted in all Residential zones as an accessory use.

SUMMARY OF PROPOSED AGRICULTURE & KEEPING OF ANIMALS UPDATES

Alignment with Provincial policies and regulations: 
2 2

land in the ALR.

on farms in the ALR and with farm status in Rural zones.

tourism.

New farm-gate abattoir permitted in Rural 1 zones for less than 25 Animal Units. 
Abattoir permitted in Rural 2, Rural 3 and Resource zones for Abattoir license in excess of 
25 Animal Units.

Revised Keeping of Animals regulations:

Current zoning is restrictive, and proposed is more permissive in allowing small-scale 
livestock, poultry and beekeeping outside of the ALR.
Limit number of animals based on lot sizes and focus intensive agriculture in Rural zones.
Within the ALR and where Agriculture is a permitted use, the Right to Farm Act applies.

pet, livestock, poultry.
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KEEPING OF ANIMALS PROPOSED REGULATIONS

On a lot (not in the ALR) less than 2 ha (5 ac) the keeping of domestic pets and livestock for domestic purposes is an 
accessory use, and the following proposed regulation would apply. 

LESS THAN 0.4 ha 
(1 ac)

BETWEEN 0.4 ha &  
0.8 ha (1 & 2 ac)

BETWEEN 0.8 ha & 2 ha 
(2 ac & 5 ac) 

NOT IN THE ALR

2 ha (5 ac) & GREATER 
NOT IN THE ALR

FOR DOMESTIC PURPOSES FOR DOMESTIC OR
COMMERCIAL PURPOSES

Domestic pets Maximum of 6 Maximum of 6 No limit 
Livestock

ha area is provided for ha area is provided for ha area is provided for 

Poultry Maximum of 12 hens or 
ducks ducks

Maximum of 36 hens or 
ducks

No limit 

Roosters/peacocks Not permitted Not permitted Only permitted on lots 1.2 

of 1 per lot

1 permitted per lot

Bees Maximum of 6 beehives No limit 
Commercial 
kennels

Not permitted Not permitted Not permitted No limit for commercial 
purposes, subject to setback & 

  



KEEPING OF ANIMALS EXAMPLES
On a lot (not in the ALR) less than 2 ha (5 ac) the keeping of domestic pets and livestock for domestic purposes is an 
accessory use, and the following proposed regulation would apply. 

CURRENT ZONING BYLAW MARCH 2022 DRAFT ZONING BYLAW

EXAMPLE 1: A RESIDENTIAL OR RURAL LOT (NOT IN THE ALR) WITH A LOT SIZE BETWEEN 0.4 & 0.8 ha (1 & 2 ac)
Domestic pets Maximum of 6
Livestock 2 horses permitted but no other livestock
Poultry No poultry permitted

& a maximum of 1 per lot
Bees No regulation Maximum of 6 beehives
Commercial kennels Only permitted on lots 2 ha+ Only permitted on lots 2 ha+

CURRENT ZONING BYLAW MARCH 2022 DRAFT ZONING BYLAW

EXAMPLE 2: A RURAL LOT (NOT IN THE ALR) WITH A LOT SIZE BETWEEN 0.8 ha & 2 ha (2 ac & 5 ac)
Domestic pets Permitted for domestic use only Maximum of 6
Livestock

Domestic use of goats, sheep, swine & other fur 
bearing animals permitted

Poultry Permitted for domestic use only Maximum of 36 hens or ducks

& a maximum of 1 per lot
Bees No regulation
Commercial kennels Only permitted on lots 2 ha+ Only permitted on lots 2 ha+




