
                                                                                                         
 

ALBERNI-CLAYOQUOT TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE MEETING 
Tuesday, July 30, 2013, 9:00am 

Regional District Board Room, 3008 Fifth Avenue, Port Alberni, BC 
 

AGENDA 
PAGE # 

1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

(motion to approve, including late items requires 2/3 majority vote) 
 

3. ADOPTION OF MINUTES 
 

a.  Alberni-Clayoquot Transportation Committee Meeting held June 11, 
2013.  

 
THAT the minutes of the Transportation Committee meeting held on June 11, 
2013 be adopted. 

 
4. PETITIONS, DELEGATIONS & PRESENTATIONS 
 

a. PowerPoint presentation on the proposed route – R. Gunn/ P. Deakin
  

 
5. CORRESPONDENCE FOR ACTION/INFORMATION 
 

a. Transportation Estimates July 19, 2013 – Derrick Harder, Research Officer 
– New Democrat Official Opposition 
 

b. Letter from Minister Stone re: Appointment, July 5, 2013 
 

c. Letters of Support  
Community Futures 
City of Port Alberni  
Alberni Valley Chamber of Commerce 
District of Tofino 
Tofino-Long Beach Chamber of Commerce 
Uchucklesaht Tribe Government 

 
THAT the Transportation Committee receives the correspondence for 
information. 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3-7 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8-9 
 
 
10 
 
11-16 
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6. REPORTS 
 

a. Report on proposed Route Tour – held on July 16, 2013 (verbal) 
b. Comox Valley Mayors Meeting, August 1st, 2013 – Darren Daluca 

(verbal) 
c. Port Alberni Port Authority Meeting  with Minister Stone – Darren 

Daluca (verbal) 
 

THAT the Transportation Committee receives reports a – c.  
 
7. OTHER BUSINESS 
 

a.  Communication Strategy 
b.  Preparation for Meeting with the Minister  

• Documentation  
• Select members to present 

 
 
8. NEW BUSINESS 
 
9. ADJOURN 
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MINUTES OF THE ALBERNI‐CLAYOQUOT TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE 
 MEETING HELD ON JUNE 11, 2013, 9:00AM 

Regional District Board Room, 3008 Fifth Avenue, Port Alberni, BC 
 

 

MEMBERS    Jack McLeman, Alberni‐Clayoquot Regional District, Co‐Chair 
PRESENT:    Darren DeLuca, Port Alberni Port Authority, Co‐Chair 

                                        Neil Malbon, Alberni Valley Chamber of Commerce 
                                  Kevin Somerville, Western Forest Products 
      Randy Orr, Island Timberlands 
      Rob Cole, City of Port Alberni 
            Mike Lang, Port Alberni Labour Council 

Gillian Trumper, Port Alberni Port Authority 
Patty Edwards, MLA’s Office    

 
OBSERVERS:  Deb Foxcroft, Tseshaht First Nation 

Cindy Stern, Tseshaht First Nation 

 
STAFF PRESENT:  Russell Dyson, Chief Administrative Officer 

      Wendy Thomson, Manager of Administrative Services 
      Robert Gunn, Committee Secretariat 
      Pat Deakin, Economic Development Manager, City of Port Alberni 
 
1.  CALL TO ORDER 

The Chairperson called the meeting to order at 9:00 am. 
 

2.  APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 

MOVED:  G. Trumper 
SECONDED:  N. Malbon 
 
THAT the agenda be approved as circulated.   

CARRIED
 

3.  ADOPTION OF MINUTES 
 

a.  Transportation Committee Meeting held Tuesday, May 21, 2013 
 
MOVED:  M. Lang 
SECONDED:  G. Trumper 

 
THAT the minutes of the Alberni‐Clayoquot Transportation Committee Meeting 
held on Thursday, May 21, 2013 be adopted. 

CARRIED
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4.  PETITIONS, DELEGATIONS & PRESENTATIONS 
 
5.  CORRESPONDENCE FOR ACTION/INFORMATION 
 

a.  Letters of Support 
Western Forest Products 
Port Alberni & District Labour Council 
Community Futures 

 
MOVED:  G. Trumper 
SECONDED:  J. McLeman 

 
THAT the Committee receive the letters of support from Western Forest Products,  
Port Alberni & District Labour Council and Community Futures. 

CARRIED
 
b.  Transportation Infrastructure Funding Conference – September 2013 
 
MOVED:  G. Trumper 
SECONDED:  R. Cole 

 
THAT the Committee receive the correspondence regarding the Transportation 
Infrastructure Funding Conference.   

CARRIED  
 
6.  ADMINISTRATION 
 

a.  Committee Secretariat – Robert Gunn 
Role and Responsibilities 

 
  R. Dyson reported the ACRD has retained the services of Mr. Robert Gunn to provide 
  support to the Alberni‐Clayoquot Transportation Committee. 
 
7.  REPORTS 
 

a.  Tseshaht Presentation – J. McLeman (verbal) 
 
J. McLeman reported on the recent presentation to the Tseshaht First Nation Council.  
An overview was provided on the two proposed Highway Connector routes.  C. Stern 
advised that the Tseshaht First Nation wants to make sure their interests are addressed 
at the very early stages. 
 
b.  Port Authority Expansion Plans – D. DeLuca (verbal) 
 
D. DeLuca provided an update on Port Alberni Port Authority map reserve and 
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expansion plans.  The map reserve is a planning tool for local governments.  The notice 
of establishment of section 17 designated use area from the Minister of Forests, Lands 
and Natural Resource Operations was circulated to the Committee.  
 
c.  Proposed Vancouver Island Transportation Strategy –  

D. DeLuca (verbal) 
 
  D. DeLuca provided a brief overview of the Vancouver Island Transportation 
  Strategy proposed in the BC Liberal’s platform – The strategy is expected to unfold by 
  next spring.   The new Minister of Transportation and Infrastructure is the Honourable 
  Todd Stone.     
 
8.  OTHER BUSINESS 
 

a.  Economic Impact Studies 
Alberni Connector Business Case 
 

  The Committee was provided with copies of the Alberni Connector Highway 19 to 
  Highway 4 Business Case produced by Apex Engineering Ltd. and funded by the Port 
  Alberni Port Authority.  D. DeLuca provided a brief overview of the report.  The analysis 
  focuses on the Lacey Lake route option.   

 
K. Somerville advised that Western Forest Products supports an alternate highway 
connector route.  He noted there may be issues around Horne Lake with cabin owners, 
rock climbers and Karst protection.   
 
D. DeLuca reported that the Business Case is now a public document.  The report will be 

  emailed to the Committee. 
 
b.  Economic Impact Assessment Study ‐ Funding 

 
D. DeLuca reported that at the last Alberni‐Clayoquot Transportation Committee 
meeting the PA Port Authority was requested to fund a $5,000 economic impact study 
on the proposed Lacey Lake route.  Before moving forward with this project, the PA Port 
Authority requires a terms of reference.  The Committee discussed funding required to 
conduct an in‐depth study.  D. DeLuca, J. McLeman and P. Deakin will work with R. Gunn 
on the terms of reference, scope and required funding for the economic impact 
assessment study and report back to the Committee. 

 
c.  Communication Strategy 

Local Governments, First Nations, Public 
 
  The Committee discussed a communications strategy.  R. Gunn will develop a 
  communications strategy including; news release, newsletter and exhibition plan for 
  consideration by the Committee.   
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G. Trumper recommended including the Vancouver Island Economic Development 

  Association in all VIEDA in all communications.  
 
R. Cole reported that Cindy Solda will be attending the Association of Vancouver Island 
and Coastal Communities (AVICC) meeting in a couple of weeks.  She will provide AVICC 
with information on activities of the Alberni‐Clayoquot Transportation Committee.       
   

  R. Dyson encouraged communications and support from neighbouring communities and 
  other industries, including agriculture.  The Committee will include this as part of the 
  communications strategy.  
 
  G. Trumper reported she has spoken to Joe Stanhope, Chair of the Nanaimo Regional 
  District regarding the Alberni‐Clayoquot Transportation Committee.  She will be 
  providing him with more information on the Committee and the proposed route.  
  W. Thomson will continue to provide the Area “H” Director with activities of the 
  Committee.  
 

MOVED:  J. McLeman 
SECONDED:  G. Trumper  
 
THAT the Committee accept all correspondence and reports.  

CARRIED  
 

d.  Meeting with Minister of Transportation and Infrastructure  
 

The Committee reviewed the draft letter to Minister Stone requesting a meeting as soon as 
possible to discuss the highway 19 connector.  C. Stern recommended the first paragraph be
amended to include First Nations as observers on the Committee.  The Committee agreed to
few modifications to the letter and will include the Committee  
Terms of Reference.    

 
  MOVED:  G. Trumper 
  SECONDED:  J. McLeman  
 
  THAT the Alberni‐Clayoquot Transportation Committee send letter to Minister of 
  Transportation and Infrastructure requesting a meeting as soon as possible to discuss  
  the alternatives and a business case for establishing a connection from the Alberni Valley  
  through Horne Lake to Highway 19.   

                      CARRIED  
 
  R. Gunn to amend the letter and circulate to Committee Members for input.  The letter will 
  go out to the Minister by the end of the day. 
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9.  NEW BUSINESS 
 
  R. Dyson reported the Regional District is undertaking a review of transportation in the 
  region.  The report is looking at needs of interconnection between communities and First 
  Nations in the region and will address all modes of transportation.   
 

The next meeting of the Alberni‐Clayoquot Transportation Committee will be held on 
Tuesday, July 9th at 9:00 am in the Regional District Board Room, 3008 Fifth Avenue, 
Port Alberni, BC.  R. Orr will try to arrange a tour of the Lacey Lake route following the 
meeting on July 9th.   

 
10.  ADJOURN 
 

The meeting adjourned at 10:22 am. 
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From: Wendy Thomson
To: Brenda Sauve
Subject: FW: transportation estimates
Date: Thursday, July 25, 2013 11:02:23 AM

 
 

From: Darren DeLuca [mailto:dfdeluca@shaw.ca] 
Sent: Thursday, July 25, 2013 10:26 AM
To: Wendy Thomson
Subject: FW: transportation estimates
 
 
 

From: Pat Deakin [mailto:patrick_deakin@portalberni.ca] 
Sent: Friday, July 19, 2013 11:54 AM
To: Councillor Jack McLeman (jmcln@shaw.ca); Darren DeLuca (dfdeluca@shaw.ca)
Subject: FW: transportation estimates
 
The Minister’s answer to Scott Fraser’s question (below) indicates the Vancouver Island
Transportation Strategy process is being launched in the Fall.
 
Pat Deakin
Economic Development Manager
City of Port Alberni
 
Phone 250.720.2527
Mobile 250.720.9117
Email patrick_deakin@portalberni.ca
Website www.portalberni.ca
 
4850 Argyle Street
Port Alberni, BC
V9Y 1V8
 

From: Fraser, Scott [mailto:S.Fraser@leg.bc.ca] 
Sent: Friday, July 19, 2013 10:59 AM
To: Pat Deakin
Subject: Fw: transportation estimates
 

 
From: Harder, Derrick 
Sent: Friday, July 19, 2013 10:49 AM
To: Fraser, Scott 
Subject: transportation estimates 
 
Hi Scott;
Here’s your Q from yesterday’s transportation estimates in case you’d like to send it out to anyone
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locally
 
S. Fraser: Thanks to the minister and his staff for being here to provide the information that we are
all seeking to get here.
I've worked closely with some of your staff, and I appreciate the improvements that happened on
Highway 4 between Port Alberni and the west coast — Tofino, Ucluelet and the Nuu-chah-nulth
territories. There was a bad accident there with paramedics, and that actually spurred on some
significant changes. I appreciate that and the work and the time your staff put into that.
Highway 4 going to Port Alberni from the east side of the Island is what I will ask about. One of your
predecessors, Kevin Falcon, said I was like the salmon coming back, asking the questions. But it is of
concern for the city of Port Alberni, certainly. Their hopes and aspirations for an economic
diversification are, partly at least, around highway improvements. There's just the one access now. It
is a bottleneck. It gets shut down.
Always, previously, whichever minister it has been in the place…. The studies have shown, I've been
told, that the traffic numbers do not warrant an alternative route. I don't know about any of the
other access, the Highway 4 connector accesses, or whatever. But the studies have shown that it's
not feasible, at this time at least.
I know the mayor and council have still been pushing very hard, so I'm back again, like the salmon,
pushing hard. Has there been any changes of thought because of the economic plans that the city of
Port Alberni has? Maybe that's a good reason to rethink this, about an alternative access or a
highway connector for Highway 4.
 
Hon. T. Stone: You can be the salmon for as long as you want. My goal here, to the member, is to
answer your questions and, hopefully, help you with projects that are important to the people in
your constituency. So I applaud you for continuing to come back and make those priorities known.
With respect to the specific road in question, Highway 4 from east of Port Alberni, obviously we are
all well aware that there have been a number of studies done — one quite recent that has looked at
the economic viability of this and whether there was a strong business case or not. Clearly, we know
where the city of Port Alberni stands and a lot of the business interests in Port Alberni.
My suggestion at this point…. Let me back up. This particular…. A new route is not in the ministry's
plans at the present time. That being said, it's exactly these kinds of projects that I encourage people
to bring forward as part of the Vancouver Island transportation strategy. We will be launching that
process this fall.
 
 
Derrick Harder
Research Officer
New Democrat Official Opposition
derrick.harder@leg.bc.ca | 250.356.5188
 
 
-- 
This email was virus checked by the City of Port Alberni's Sophos UTM 9 
email security.   
http://www.portalberni.ca
 
-- 
This email was virus checked by the City of Port Alberni's Sophos UTM 9 
email security.   
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