
ABOUT THE PROJECT

SOMASS WATERSHED
FLOOD MANAGEMENT PLAN

EXISTING ISSUE MITIGATION
Identifies existing issues so 
mitigations to address them can be 
identified and evaluated.

ENVIRONMENT
Helps inform protection, 
management and enhancement 
of natural areas and resources.

GOOD PLANNING
Provides input to planning tools 
to ensure future development 
considers potential flood risks.

PUBLIC SAFETY
Provides information to help 
communities plan for emergencies.

Why is updated flood mapping 
important?

Our region is known for its inlets, lakes, and rivers and their cultural, ecological, recreational, economic, 
and scenic values. Planning a resilient future for these resources and the communities around them is 
becoming more important as we see increasing impacts from storm events, flooding, and a changing 
climate.

Background
The ACRD is developing the Somass Watershed Flood Management 
Plan as a foundation for future watershed mitigation and adaptation 
planning. This project has been focused on analyzing the Somass 
Watershed and preparing mapping that shows predicted outcomes of 
future flood events.

Flood mapping was last done in the mid-1990s. Since then, there has 
been new land use development, changes in the landscape, changes in 
climate projections, and improved methods for predicting flood hazard. 
Flood mapping indicates areas that may be impacted by future flooding – 
a crucial step in future mitigation planning and adaptation.

Study Area

Anticipated Outcomes
The primary outcome of this Study is up-to-date 
flood maps showing key hazard areas in the 
watershed. Based on the mapping outcomes, 
future steps in flood mitigation and adaptation 
can include identification and evaluation of 
flood mitigation options for flood-risk areas. The 
mapping will be available to the communities, 
businesses, and residents throughout the 
Somass Watershed to use in future planning. 



For additional background information, please visit: 
www.acrd.bc.ca/somass-flood

Study Process
This Study was initiated in November 2018 and will be complete in Spring 2020. 
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THIS PROJECT
COMPLETE FUTURE STEPS (process and timelines to be determined) 
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How does this project fit in the flood mitigation and adaptation planning process? 
Flood mapping is a step within a larger process for adapting to future flood events. While there is more work to be done, the 
mapping provides a technically sound foundation for identifying, studying, and implementing future mitigation projects.

Ongoing 
evaluation and 
improvement


