ACRD Board, Committee Members and Community Newsletter

October 2020, Vol 1

The ACRD is currently developing the first phase of the Regional Diversion program that will include moving
to a three stream (organics, recycling and garbage) curbside collection system for the City of Port Alberni.
The ACRD is developing options for the other areas in the region which could be expanding of existing collection services to include curbside organic collection, provision of carts or kitchen bins, and/or setting up community diversion depots in more remote areas. These new waste services will be designed to give residents
the opportunity to divert food waste along with other recyclable household waste from their homes and help
extend the life of the ACRD landfills.
The phases and timelines are the following :


Phase 1: City of Port Alberni residential waste—Spring Summer 2021



Phase 2: Tofino, Ucluelet and Long Beach—Spring /Summer 2020



Phase 3: Alberni Valley Electoral Areas, Bamfield and First Nations Communities—Fall 2022
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Removing Organics from the Waste Stream
Implementing an organics diversion program will help move the ACRD towards the provincial target and our
local targets of diverting 50 percent of residential household waste from our local landfills and reducing our
waste generation from 589 kg/ person to 400 kgs/person.

West Coast Compost Pilot Update
In February 2020, Tofino Urban Farms Co began the West Coast Compost Pilot. Through the setbacks of
CoVID-19 the pilot has successfully received and processed approximately 32 tonnes of organic material for
composting.
The program collects compostable material from approximately 28 residential
properties, 4 restaurants (Shelter, Shed, Wildside, Rhino Coffee House and Long
Beach lodge) and 5 other local businesses (Gaia Grocery, Whaler Hostel, Crab
Apple Florist, Summit Bakery and Tofino Distillery). The finish product will be offered to residents to purchase once processing and quality testing is complete.

NEXT STEPS
The City of Port Alberni City Council and the ACRD have approved the recommendation to move forward with the 3-stream Curbside Collection Waste Service. As a result the ACRD has recently released
the following Requests for Proposals
•
Supply of Curbside Collection Carts
•
City of Port Alberni—Organic Waste Processing

Public Engagement
The ACRD is working with ‘Bang the Table’, a company who specializes in digital platforms, to develop
an online engagement venue. This platform will allow residents from all of the communities within the
ACRD to take part in forum discussions, surveys and provide feedback on the new waste services.
This will allow the ACRD to address concerns from residents, form key messages and make program
recommendations when developing the new waste services.

For more information on what goes where or to sign up
for collection reminders download the ACRD collects
app or visit www.acrd.bc.ca/recycling_schedules

