
We have a new Facebook page! Alberni-Clayoquot Regional District - 

Local Government | Facebook. Only page administrators can post to 

the page. It’s another way to be on social media and send out 

information.

In 2018, VIU did a regional air quality mapping pilot 

project that showed some concentrations of methane 

around the Somass Estuary, close to sewage lagoons 

and landfill.

AIR QUALITY

Vancouver Island University (VIU) is doing a research 

project for the Alberni-Clayoquot Regional District 

utilizing a state-of-art mobile lab, which measures air 

quality and greenhouse gases - the biggest gases are 

carbon dioxide and methane. 

Installing  AirSENCE units in the community

Do mobile lab mapping of VOCs (volatile organic compounds).

This spring they plan to look farther afield (think concentric circles 

around the landfill to Tseshaht and City land) and look at community 

impacts by:
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MESSAGE FROM YOUR DIRECTOR

Finally, it seems like Covid is loosening its 
grip,  but it is still a concern. These last two 
years have been very stressful for all of us. 
    

The important thing is we still have to be 

cautious coming out of this challenging time. 
If you are not wearing a mask, please 

remember to be respectful to those who are. 
Variants and flu are still around, so please 

continue to be diligent about handwashing 

often. Every hygienic act will help to keep 

illness at a minimum.
    

Covid is not the only thing we need to be 
concerned about. There are other important 
issues like climate change and how it affects 
us all living in a valley surrounded by 
mountains and trees. We have experienced 
the heat wave last year and wildfires as well.
In our province, our valley is in the High 
Smoke Sensitivity Zone, and we are subject 
to stricter burning regulations.  
    

If you are planning on burning, please make 
yourself familiar with the ACRD bylaw . You 
can only burn from March 1 to April 30 and 
September 15 to November 15. Please also 
check the ventilation index as you can only 
burn when the venting conditions of the 
Valley are 'GOOD'. For this information, go to 
the following website: Ventilation Index - 
Province of British Columbia (gov.bc.ca)and 
use the Central Vancouver Island forecast.
    

Remember that you can also take your 
branches and lawn clippings to Earth Land 
and Sea, located at the end of Tebo Road, just 
past Windsor Plywood. And it is free! Or to 
the landfill for only $5 a load.

-  Dianne Bodnar, Cherry Creek Director, 
Alberni-Clayoquot Regional District
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SIGN UP FOR FIRESMART PROGRAMS
The 2022 FireSmart Program is starting soon. Yard waste 
curbside pickup, Residential Home Assessments & Rebate
Program. For more info follow the Alberni Valley Emergency 
Program on Facebook or visit https://www.acrd.bc.ca/firesmart .
Call now to sign up for FireSmart Programs 250-720-2700.

ZONING BYLAW REVIEW
Based on feedback from the community members and stakeholders, 
the ACRD has drafted new updates to the proposed Zoning Bylaw for 
the entire Regional District. Please refer to the Zoning Bylaw Review 
webpage  at Alberni-Clayoquot Regional District (acrd.bc.ca) for 
information. 

There will be online and in-person information sessions for Cherry 

Creek District on April 12, 3:30 – 6:30 pm at Cherry Creek Hall. This is a 

drop-in session and Planning staff will be available to answer questions. 

https://www.facebook.com/ACRDgov
https://www.facebook.com/ACRDgov
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/air-land-water/air/air-pollution/smoke-burning/ventilation-index
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/air-land-water/air/air-pollution/smoke-burning/ventilation-index
https://www.acrd.bc.ca/firesmart
https://www.acrd.bc.ca/


WASTE COLLECTION
The ACRD launched a public engagement process in 

January and based on the  results and community 

feedback,  the majority of the respondents in the rural 

areas were not supportive of a three-stream collection 

service at this time. 

EVACUATION PLAN
The ACRD adopted an Alberni Valley Evacuation Plan. 
The evacuation route plan is broken up into manageable 
zones. Each zone includes various muster points , 
potential reception centers as well as alternate routes. 
The full evacuation route plan and maps of each Zone are 

available to view on the ACRD’s website at 

www.acrd.bc.ca/evacuation-plan .
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MAPLEHURST PARK
The ACRD has initiated a park management planning 
process for Maplehurst Park, located in the Cherry Creek 
Electoral Area. 
We welcome your input to identify a long-term vision for 
the park and priorities for park enhancements and 
protection of the natural environment.
There will be an Open House at the Cherry Creek 
Community Hall on May 18 from 4 to 7 pm. Please come 
and share your ideas.
More details on this Park are on the website 

www.letsconnectacrd.ca/maplehurst-pmp .

CHERRY CREEK HALL IMPROVEMENTS
Last year, a a significant amount of money went to having
the main hall floor sanded and sealed. This year, a grant-
in-aid request was put in to renovate the main hall
bathrooms and an outside overhang roof for the gym. 

CHERRY CREEK HALL COMMISSION
The Cherry Creek Hall Commission AGM will be April 27 at 7 
pm at Cherry Creek Hall. New members are welcome and 
needed! They are in need of more volunteers and welcome 
anyone who would be interested in helping out at  the 
community hall one or two hours a month. If interested, 
please come to the AGM and the members would be glad to 
answer any questions. The Commission is planning a 
Fundraising Garage Sale April 9. Tables are $15 each. They 
are also accepting donations to sell.
If you have any questions regarding these two articles, 
contact Tracy Moyen at 250-735-1406.

CHERRY CREEK FIRE HALL
Cherry Creek  is in dire need of a new firehall. The 2022- 
2026 ACRD Financial Plan includes a contribution of
$600,000 of Community Works Funding to the Cherry 
Creek Waterworks District (CCWW) for financial assistance 
in the replacement of the Cherry Creek Fire Hall. The 
Community Works Funding is available to the ACRD based 
on a Federal-Provincial grant agreement and the Board 
allocated this funding to the CCWW to recognize this 
important infrastructure to the community. As a separate 
entity, the CCWW will be responsible for raising all other 
funds required for the new fire hall.
Thanks to Lucas Banton for bringing this important matter 

to my attention.

As a result, the 

process will not 

change. Most rural 

residents currently 

rely on private waste 

collection.

CUT BROOM IN BLOOM AT GROUND LEVEL

With the arrival of spring, it’s time to think about battling 

the Scottish Broom in the Valley. It’s an invasive species 

that grows rapidly and affects growth of native plants. 

BroomBusters made a presentation to the Board 

recently encouraging us to work with residents to help 

fight its spread.

They recommend you cut Broom at ground level when it 

is in bloom – usually in mid-April to early June. For more 

information, go to www.broombusters.org . 

http://www.acrd.bc.ca/evacuation-plan
http://www.broombusters.org/

