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West Coast Transit to receive bus stops and shelters through grant funding 

Port Alberni – Thanks to grant funding secured by the Alberni-Clayoquot Regional District (ACRD), BC 
Transit riders on the West Coast of Vancouver Island will benefit from new bus shelters and 
corresponding infrastructure along the route between Tofino and Ucluelet. 

Through the Rural Transit Solutions Trust (RTSF), the federal government is contributing $762,000 
towards the ACRD project, while $175,000 over two years comes from the Growing Communities Fund. 
The RTSF supports a range of public transit models including fixed-route transit, flex-route transit, 
demand-response transit, community shuttles, and Mobility-as-a-Service. In addition to supporting rolling 
stocks, the RTSF fund fixed infrastructure that improves access to public transit. 

“Everyone knows the West Coast for its beauty and great surfing, but it’s also known for its wild, windy 
winters. Although it was a big step forward when bus service came to the Region, the need for bus 
shelters remained.” says Daniel Sailland, CAO for the Alberni-Clayoquot Regional District 
“We are thankful to the Government of Canada for funding that will allow people waiting for the bus an 
escape from the weather, making it more comfortable to use transit in any weather.” 

The West Coast Transit service started running in April 2024, initially administered by the ACRD with 
operations contracted to PWTransit Canada (now Keolis Canada). Effective March 1, 2025, West Coast 
Transit transitioned from the ACRD to a BC Transit-run service, with continued operations contracted 
with Keolis Canada. The service connects residents and visitors of Tofino, Ucluelet, Long Beach, the 
Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ community of hitaću, and the Tla-o-qui-aht communities of Esowista and Ty-histanis. BC 
Transit and the ACRD worked closely with members of the Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ Government and Tla-o-qui-aht 
First Nation to identify service levels and bus stop locations. The signs at all 36 stops in the West Coast 
Transit System include Nuu-chah-nulth language – the first time BC Transit signs will include Indigenous 
language. 

Currently, West Coast Transit is comprised of one route that operates 10 round trips, seven days a week, 
with a total of 38 stops in multiple jurisdictions: ACRD Electoral Area C, District of Ucluelet, District of 
Tofino, the Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ community of hitaću, the Tla-o-qui-aht communities of Esowista and Ty-histanis, 
the Ministry of Transportation and Transit, and Parks Canada. The shelter project will begin in early 2026, 
and the phased approach to shelter installations will be completed by April 2028. 

For more information on the grant, go to New purchases to support rural transit in British Columbia - 
Canada.ca 
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https://www.keolisna.com/ca/keolis-home-ca
https://www.canada.ca/en/housing-infrastructure-communities/news/2026/01/new-purchases-to-support-rural-transit-in-british-columbia.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/housing-infrastructure-communities/news/2026/01/new-purchases-to-support-rural-transit-in-british-columbia.html
mailto:hthomson@acrd.bc.ca



