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ACRD launches voluntary Sort'nGo: Green Haul Pilot Project

Port Alberni — The Alberni-Clayoquot Regional District (ACRD) is starting a pilot project that will
encourage people to drop off their food and kitchen waste at the Sort’'nGo Centre.

“The goal is to support people who don’t have access to the curbside three-stream service and reduce
landfill waste with a convenient way to drop off organics,” explains Tanya Carothers, solid waste manager
for the ACRD. “We see it as an incentive to encourage residents to help keep organics out of the Sort'nGo
Centre and turn them into nutrient rich compost that can be returned to the community.”

Organic materials can now be diverted from the Sort’'nGo Centre. The six-month voluntary program is
open to residents of the Alberni Valley Electoral Areas, First Nations, and residents of multi-family units.
This includes:

e Cherry Creek e Tseshaht First Nation

e Beaver Creek e Hupacasath First Nation

e Beaufort e Huu-ay-aht First Nations

e Sproat Lake e Uchucklesaht Tribe

e Bamfield e City of Port Alberni (multi-family)

Residents in these areas are invited to join the pilot and start separating their food and kitchen waste
from regular garbage. This will keep organics out of the landfill, reduce greenhouse gases, and save
money for the whole community by reducing landfilling costs.

The cost to participants is $25. In exchange, each participant receives a five-gallon Sort’nGrow bucket
(made from recycled ocean plastics) and a punch pass for 15 organic drop-offs. Each time a participant
goes to the Sort'nGo Centre to drop off the contents of their Sort'nGrow bucket, they receive a punch on
their card. After the card is completed, the participant receives a half yard of compost from Earth, Land &
Sea as a reward.

“This program provides an opportunity to explore this service option and gather valuable community
specific data on interest and participation in the Alberni Valley,” explains John Jack, chair of the ACRD
Board of Directors. “Many residents in more rural areas have ways to deal with their organics, but this
program will support the people who are interested in diverting kitchen and food wastes but don’t
currently have a way to do so. It is another step the ACRD can take to extend the life of the Sort'nGo
Centre.”

Visit www.acrd.bc.ca/self-haul /Self-Haul Organics Pilot Project, to sign up or learn more about the
program. After registering online — participants will receive confirmation and instructions on how to pick
up their Green Haul Pilot Package. Registration is also welcome at the ACRD office.
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For more, Heather Thomson, Communications Coordinator 250-206-5162 or hthomson@acrd.bc.ca
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