
 
Status Update – Mount Underwood Wildfire  
and Franklin River Road closure 
 

Date: November 24, 2025 – Moving forward, Status updates will be as needed if there is a development  
 

Background 
On August 11, 2025, a wildfire ignited on Mount Underwood near China Creek Marina. The fire burned rapidly 
upslope, causing considerable damage. As a result of the fire Franklin River Road (Bamfield Main Road) was 
closed. Although the wildfire is classified as Under Control and remains at 3,518 hectares, BC Wildfire Service 
(BCWS) believes there is minimal risk that any fire activity remains in the area.  
 

Updates 
Gratitude from the ACRD EOC 

As the Emergency Operations Centre (EOC) focuses on recovery work with the Mount Underwood 
Wildfire incident, we want to share our gratitude.  
It feels like we have had an Emergency Operation Centre running most of the summer. Starting with a 
tsunami warning on July 29, followed by the threat of Highway 4 closing again because of the Wesley 
Ridge Wildfire, we saw some early low-level activations focused on monitoring and communications. 
Just when we thought the risk from that wildfire ended, the Mount Underwood Wildfire started on 
August 11.  
This was not how any of us wanted to end our summer, but we appreciate everyone who shared their 
time and expertise to help in the EOC, in community, and on the site of the fire. We offer our sincere 
thanks to everyone who pushed their regular work to the side of their desks to focus on the 
emergencies that were on our doorstep. 
To say we were lucky, is an understatement – not only the rain that came and helped control the 
wildfire, but for the generosity we witness throughout. We were fortunate enough to receive so much 
support, instantly showing us what community really means.    
When something like this happens to a community, you really get to see the importance of 
relationships. As our community faced the worst wildfire in our history, it was the relationships we built 
that kept us strong. Together not only did we have support in our EOC from across the province and 
beyond, but the communities were stepping up asking what they could do to help. 
It is because of these relationships that we made it through the wildfire, power outage, and road 
closure. Thank you. 

Mount Underwood Wildfire:  
• BCWS continues to monitor the situation, but there are no longer any personnel onsite.  
• They will update the fire’s status when it meets a certain threshold. 
• If you are in the area and believe you see fire activity, please call the tips line: #5555 on your cell phone 

or call 1-800-663-5555. This line is always monitored.  
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Franklin River Road closure: No update 
• Franklin River Road (Bamfield Main) is open following extensive safety and repair work by the Ministry of 

Transportation and Transit (MOTT). 
• For updates go to www.drivebc.ca. If you are not seeing updates, take these steps 

o When in the Map, on the right-hand side there will be a “Map Layers” menu. 
o Select "Future Events" – this is where you can see planned closures. 
o The symbol for scheduled future events is a red diamond with a calendar in it. When you select that, the 

details will show up on the left-hand side of your screen. 
Emergency Operations Centre:  

• The ACRD continues to operate an Emergency Operations Centre (EOC) with a focus on monitoring and 
recovery. 

• The Ministry of Jobs and Economic Growth (JEG) is leading a Business Recovery Working Group to 
understand the economic impacts, share resources, identify ongoing needs, and develop a strategy to 
support local businesses.  

• The EMCR Recovery Unit is leading a Community Recovery Working Group to help support and address 
ongoing health, wellness and residential needs. A Post Disaster Needs Assessment (PDNA) has been 
completed to reflect these concerns.  
 
 

Related Links 
2025 Mount Underwood Wildfire 
BC Gov News Release - MOTT re Bamfield Road 
Bamfield Road re-opening October 24 - MOTT 
Bamfield Main Road reopening planned for Oct. 24 - MOTT 
RCMP called as Bamfield residents defy roadblocks that 'shut the town down' 
Ditidaht statement on Road Access - Facebook 
Huu-ay-aht public notice - Facebook 
AV Emergency Program Facebook  
ACRD Emergency Alerts 
Work underway to re-open Bamfield Main Road by end of October - MOTT 
MOTT takes the lead on Bamfield Main - MOTT  
ACRD updated Evacuation Alert and Order  
Island Health Bamfield and Region Health Supports Facebook 
South Island Natural Resource District road safety information - Province of British Columbia 
South Island Natural Resource District's Road Safety page  

Date of Next Update: As needed  

http://www.drivebc.ca/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExbmNZSkxsdXJReVdEWml1U3NydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR40A69CUPFPQfhlUYM8N69940O6ERBORWK_tdn2Y3boDeEQ9BA8lPdbeV2rQw_aem_0ZWY1t-ZGfMuRrJsL7st4A
https://www.acrd.bc.ca/mount-underwood-wildfire
https://news.gov.bc.ca/releases/2025TT0112-001055
https://news.gov.bc.ca/releases/2025TT0109-001028?fbclid=IwY2xjawNjnuRleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHh40Te1pnb3V5f84oebnaGi2hXFR4prwATcCkGfwSu69EGTAAvHyJqG1gv_i_aem_mveTZOus7tm8BXdhW3TmXQ
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fnews.gov.bc.ca%2f32890&c=E,1,9PzUlx0YCtCzoaFkqeYZ9PsHVVmE_P4sh9Vmx6Be9Lvrsvmh46eCuaXvHKM1IwT36-s-QRuoPL1FqufrGc_-iYGq5cRgeiOFm6yS_i3-&typo=1
https://cheknews.ca/rcmp-called-as-bamfield-residents-defy-roadblocks-that-shut-the-town-down-1282004/
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=1242463921259459&set=a.233428455496349
https://www.facebook.com/photo?fbid=1210891897742031&set=pcb.1210894371075117
http://www.facebook.com/AVEmergencyprogram
https://www.acrd.bc.ca/emergency_alerts
https://news.gov.bc.ca/releases/2025TT0099-000875
https://news.gov.bc.ca/releases/2025TT0094-000816?fbclid=IwY2xjawMkFjNleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHj9xjrZP8gkh9wMQ4L5GXqwQBQnDDJN2R7L2fWgmv3lprnPSjeops1Jx5mu-_aem_FOjaAjcddxlZdTE4EkNKKw
http://www.acrd.bc.ca/dms/documents/emergency-planning/2025/mount-underwood-wildfire/05-09-2025_mt_u_evacuation_o_a_amended.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/photo?fbid=1212499600915031&set=a.256521676512833
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/natural-resource-use/resource-roads/local-road-safety-information/south-island-natural-resource-district-road-safety-information
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/natural-resource-use/resource-roads/local-road-safety-information/south-island-natural-resource-district-road-safety-information#closures
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