
 

 

 

 

        

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Maplehurst Park  

Management Plan 

August 17, 2022  

Alberni-Clayoquot 
Regional District 

 



 
ii 

Acknowledgements 

 

We acknowledge that Maplehurst Park lies within the unceded traditional territory of the Hupačasath 
and Tseshaht First Nations.  Thank you to both First Nations for your involvement in this park planning 
project to date. We look forward to working with you to identify ways to share your culture, stories, 
and ecological knowledge within Maplehurst Park.  
 
A big thank you to the many residents who generously gave of their time to participate in the 
planning process, shared their knowledge and passion for Maplehurst Park and provided ideas and 
possible solutions to the Park’s management challenges.  
 
Many thanks also to the dedicated ACRD staff who provided guidance and support to this planning 
project: 

Michael McGregor, Lands and Resources Coordinator 
Jenny Brunn, General Manager Community Services 
Heather Thomson, Communications Coordinator 
Amy Wilson, Planner 
Alex Dyer, Planning Manager 
 
Finally, thank you to the ACRD Area Directors for their foresight and support of the park planning 
process for the benefit of their electoral area residents and the larger region: 
 
Dianne Bodnar, Cherry Creek Electoral Area Director 
John McNabb, Beaver Creek Electoral Area Director 
Tanya Shannon, Beaufort Electoral Area Director 

 
  

Prepared for 
Alberni-Clayoquot Regional District  

Karin Albert 
Planning Consultant 
Courtenay, BC 

August 17, 2022 

 



 
iii 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

1.  Context ..................................................................................................................1 

Introduction................................................................................................................ 1 

Park Description ......................................................................................................... 2 

Park History ................................................................................................................ 2 

Trail Use ...................................................................................................................... 3 

Neighbouring Land Uses ............................................................................................. 5 

Park Governance ........................................................................................................ 7 

2. Park Values .............................................................................................................8 

First Nation Cultural Values ......................................................................................... 8 

Forest Ecosystem, Fish and Wildlife ............................................................................ 8 

Recreation ................................................................................................................ 10 

Spiritual and Mental Health ...................................................................................... 10 

Community Involvement .......................................................................................... 10 

3.  Planning Process .................................................................................................. 12 

Overview of the Planning Process ............................................................................. 12 

Public Engagement ................................................................................................... 12 

Main Themes ............................................................................................................ 13 

4. Challenges and Opportunities ..................................................................................... 14 

Ecosystem Protection ............................................................................................... 14 

Parking and Park Access ........................................................................................... 15 

Connectivity to Community Trails ............................................................................. 16 

Contents 

 

https://cumberlandvillage-my.sharepoint.com/personal/kalbert_cumberland_ca/Documents/ACRD/Draft%20Plan/MaplehurstParkPlan_5Jul2022.docx#_Toc107948733
https://cumberlandvillage-my.sharepoint.com/personal/kalbert_cumberland_ca/Documents/ACRD/Draft%20Plan/MaplehurstParkPlan_5Jul2022.docx#_Toc107948740
https://cumberlandvillage-my.sharepoint.com/personal/kalbert_cumberland_ca/Documents/ACRD/Draft%20Plan/MaplehurstParkPlan_5Jul2022.docx#_Toc107948746
https://cumberlandvillage-my.sharepoint.com/personal/kalbert_cumberland_ca/Documents/ACRD/Draft%20Plan/MaplehurstParkPlan_5Jul2022.docx#_Toc107948751


 
iv 

Reconciliation with First Nations............................................................................... 16 

Recreational Trail Network on Crown land ................................................................ 16 

Wayfinding in the park ............................................................................................. 17 

Support for volunteers .............................................................................................. 17 

5. Vision and Goals ................................................................................................... 19 

Vision ........................................................................................................................ 19 

Goals ........................................................................................................................ 19 

6.  Implementation ................................................................................................... 20 

Bibliography ............................................................................................................. 24 

Appendices ............................................................................................................... 25 

Appendix 1:  Park and Surrounding Trail Network Map ............................................ 26 

Appendix 2:  Plant List .............................................................................................. 27 

Appendix 3:  Public Engagement Report ................................................................... 29 

 

 
 

https://cumberlandvillage-my.sharepoint.com/personal/kalbert_cumberland_ca/Documents/ACRD/Draft%20Plan/MaplehurstParkPlan_5Jul2022.docx#_Toc107948759
https://cumberlandvillage-my.sharepoint.com/personal/kalbert_cumberland_ca/Documents/ACRD/Draft%20Plan/MaplehurstParkPlan_5Jul2022.docx#_Toc107948762
https://cumberlandvillage-my.sharepoint.com/personal/kalbert_cumberland_ca/Documents/ACRD/Draft%20Plan/MaplehurstParkPlan_5Jul2022.docx#_Toc107948764
https://cumberlandvillage-my.sharepoint.com/personal/kalbert_cumberland_ca/Documents/ACRD/Draft%20Plan/MaplehurstParkPlan_5Jul2022.docx#_Toc107948765
https://cumberlandvillage-my.sharepoint.com/personal/kalbert_cumberland_ca/Documents/ACRD/Draft%20Plan/MaplehurstParkPlan_5Jul2022.docx#_Toc107948766


 
1 

 

 
 
 
 

Introduction 
The first few sections of this park management plan provide 
context and background information about Maplehurst Park, 
identify current use, park values, and management challenges.  

The second part of the Plan looks into the future, providing a 
long-term vision for the park and a set of goals to achieve that 
vision. The final implementation section lays out actions and 
timelines to implement the goals.  

The Maplehurst Park Management Plan was developed based on 
input received through several engagement activities between 
February and May 2022. The Plan provides guidance for park 
operations, maintenance, and capital projects over the coming 10 to 20 years.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1.  Context 
 

 

Figure 1: Maplehurst Park context map 
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Park Description 
Located in the Cherry Creek Electoral Area of the Alberni-Clayoqout 
Regional District (ACRD), Maplehurst Park is a medium sized community 
park, 14.62 hectare (36 acres) in size. It protects a reach of Kitsuksis 
Creek, a productive salmon stream. A steep ravine rises on both sides 
above the Creek. The upland forest is punctuated by mature Douglas-fir, 
big-leaf maple and western redcedar trees.  

A trail system in the shape of a figure eight, with a 1 km southern and 
0.6 km northern loop, winds its way through the park. Trails are signed 
with carved wooden signs and trail junctions are marked with red hearts 
bent out of rebar. There are no other amenities in the park. 

The park’s trail system connects to an extensive trail network on the 
Crown lands to the West and a woodlot tenure to the Northwest of the 
park.  

The main access to the park and trail system is from the end of Willow 
Road in Beaver Creek Electoral Area.   

Park History 
Maplehurst Park lies within the traditional territories of the Tseshaht and 
Hupačasath First Nations, Nations of the Nuu-Chah-Nulth Tribal Council. 
Their peoples have lived in the Alberni Valley, Alberni Inlet, and island 
groups off the West Coast for time immemorial. They gathered plants, hunted, and fished within their 
territories, including the park and surrounding lands.  

European settlers did not arrive in the Alberni Valley until the later part of the 19th century. The first 
permanent settlement started in the late 1880s. Settlement intensified upon completion of the 
Esquimalt and Nanaimo Railway in 1911 due to improved access to the rest of Vancouver Island. 
Maplehurst Park was created during that early development boom, in 1913, as part of a large 
subdivision with over 2,000 city-sized lots. The subdivision was never built and cancelled in 1955. The 
small lots were dissolved into large Crown land parcels but the 14.62 hectare (36 acres) park remained.  

The ACRD was established in 1966 by the Province. By virtue of falling within the ACRD’s administrative 
boundaries, the park became an ACRD community park. The ACRD had no active management presence 
in the park until the start of this planning process in fall 2021. The park’s trail system was developed 
over many years by local residents who built, named, signed, and maintained the trails in the park and 
on the adjacent Crown lands. The trail system continues to be maintained, and new trails added, by 
volunteers today. 
 
 

Figure 2: Park trail map 

  from AllTrails.com 
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Trail Use  
To better understand park use, the ACRD installed an analog trail counter at the Willow Road trail head 
in January 2022. The blue bar graph below shows visitor counts1 between January 18 and March 1, 
2022 (taken each Tuesday morning of the week). Numbers were higher during good weather weeks 
such as the week of February 1 to 8, 2022 which reached a high of 663 counts. This represents an 
average of 95 counts per day during that week. 

A new digital counter was installed at the end of March. Weekly counts between March 28 and August 
15, 2022 are shown on the purple bar graph. Counts range from a low of 266 to a high of 493 counts in 
a week. If converted to average daily counts, this represents a low average daily county of 38 and a 
high average daily count of 70. 

 

 
1 Note that a trail counter is triggered as people pass by. That means each visitor is counted twice - on their way in and on 

their way out of the park. The counter may also pick up tall dogs and the occasional deer, adding a few counts to the total. 

However, it also counts two people who are next to each other as one, reducing the overall count and thereby 

counterbalancing the additional counts due to dogs and wildlife.  While there is a margin of error due to those effects, the 

data is nonetheless useful to understand park visitation trends over time. 

Figure 3: 1913 subdivision plan 

    including Maplehurst Park 

Figure 4: 1913 advertisement promoting the new 

   subdivision to potential buyers 
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The third, green, bar graph shows trail use by month. Visitation was highest in May at a total of 1917 
counts. This represents an average of 62 counts per day in the month of May.  

The fourth bar graph shows that the park receives a steady number of visitors on all days of the week 
with slightly higher numbers on weekends. Saturdays had an average of 67 visitation counts between 
March 31 and August 15 and Sundays had an average of 63 counts. 

 

  

Neighbouring Land Uses 
Maplehurst Park is surrounded by provincial Crown land to the West and North and private rural 
residential properties to the East and South. 

Crown lands to the West 

The Crown lands to the West of the park are within the provincial forest land base. They currently are 
not under a forest tenure; although there has been interest in a woodlot tenure over those lands in the 
past. The Crown land includes an extensive trail system that links to the Maplehurst Park trails and 
serves as an extension to those trails. Many park visitors visit the park but also enjoy the larger trail 
system on the adjacent Crown lands. The two loop trails in the park are 1.6 km in length. 
The“Maplehurst Loop Trail,” identified on online trail apps, such as Alltrails.com, is a 3.2 km loop that 
starts at Willow Road and includes the trail network on the Crown lands. Online trail apps also show an 
access to the Crown land trails from Kitsuksis Road. Starting a walk there rather than from the end of 
Willow Road, adds another 1.2 km to the walk. There is also a more southern trail (not mapped online 
yet) which provides a fairly direct connection from Kitsuksis Road to the Park via a 1.6 km trail. See 
Appendix 1 – Park and Surrounding Trail Network Map.  
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Woodlot tenure to the Northwest 

The Crown lands to the Northwest of the park are under a woodlot tenure by Greenmax Resources. The 
tenure was granted in 2017 as part of an exchange for lands that were taken out of Greenmax’ woodlot 
tenure to expand the Alberni Valley Regional Airport.  

As part of their licence, the tenure holder is required to prepare a woodlot licence plan for a ten year 
period to identify their logging plans prior to harvesting or constructing roads on the woodlot.  

The plan is not required to specify a strategy with respect to recreational trails that do not have legal 
status and do not have a provincial recreation objective. 2 

However, woodlot licence holders commonly work with the community and local governments to 
accommodate some recreational use within their tenure area. This may include communicating 
harvesting plans to recreational users in advance of harvesting, identifying possible alternate locations 
for recreational trails and working with the community to relocate trails. 

Private properties to the East and South 

To the East and South of the Park are private rural residences. The private properties fronting Strathcona 
Street back onto the park. The terrain on that side of the park is steep, rising above the floodplain of 
Kitsuksis Creek.  

The private properties to the South of the Park front Willow Road. Park visitors who arrive by vehicle, 
typically park at the end of Willow Road and access the park from there. 

 
2 Trails that are recognized under section 56 of the Forest Range Practices Act are considered to have ‘legal status’. This is 

explained further under 4. Challenges and Opportunities 
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Park Governance  
Maplehurst Park falls within Cherry Creek Electoral Area and 
is located along that Electoral Area’s western boundary. It is 
the only community park within Cherry Creek Electoral Area 
and funded by the ACRD Cherry Creek Community Park 
Service.  

To the North, Maplehurst Park borders the Beaufort Electoral 
Area. The Park’s western and southern boundaries abut the 
administrative boundaries of Beaver Creek Electoral Area. The 
most popular access point is at the end of Willow Road within 
Beaver Creek Electoral Area. To reach the Park from the end 
of Willow Road, park visitors must take a trail that crosses the 
undeveloped Holly Road right-of-way, administered by the 
Ministry of Transportation, and a piece of provincial Crown 
land, before entering the actual Park. 

While currently not well connected to the surrounding 
neighbourhoods, the park has the potential to be within 
walking distance or a short drive of residents living in the 
three electoral areas that border the park. 
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First Nation Cultural Values 
The park lies within the traditional territories of the Hupačasath and Tseshaht First Nations. Both are 
nations of the Nuu-Chah-Nulth Tribal Council. Their peoples used to have fishing sites along the 
Kitsuksis River and gathered plants, hunted, and fished in the Alberni Valley, Alberni Inlet and island 
groups off the West Coast for time immemorial. They harvested wood in the region to build long houses, 
canoes, paddles, fish clubbers, fish speers, bows, ladles, root diggers, and other tools. They also cut and 
carved wood for cultural practices and ceremonial purposes.  

Continuing to learn about, recognizing and valuing traditional and current uses as well as cultural 
practices in and around the park is a key park management goal. 

Forest Ecosystem, Fish and Wildlife 
Maplehurst Park, like much of the Alberni Valley, lies 
within the Coastal Western Hemlock biogeoclimatic 
zone (CWH), commonly known as coastal temperate 
rainforest. The CWH is, on average, the wettest 
biogeoclimatic zone in British Columbia. The zone has 
cool summers and moist, mild winters with low to 
moderate snowfall. Maplehurst Park lies within the 
very dry martime subzone (CWHxm2) of the Coastal 
Western Hemlock zone. That zone has cool and 
relatively dry summers (dry, compared to other 
maritime zones). The CWHxm2 occurs at lower 
elevations. Its forests are dominated by Douglas-fir, 
western hemlock and stands of western redcedar. 
Maplehurst Park also has an abundance of Big-leaf 
maple and red alder. 

Understorey plants include salal, dull Oregon-grape, 
red huckleberry, sword fern, vanilla-leaf, three-leaved 
foam flower, and bracken fern. Within poorly drained 
areas skunk cabbage is abundant. On intermediate 
moist sites one encounters salmonberry, false lily of 
the valley and red osier dogwood. Common mosses 
are step moss, lanky moss, and Oregon beaked moss. For a more comprehensive list of plant species, 
gathered by the Alberni Valley Nature Club, see appendix 2. 

2. Park Values 
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To identify whether there are species and ecosystems at risk within the park, the BC Conservation Data 
Centre (CDC) iMap3 and the Species and Ecosystems Explorer tools were queried. No occurrences of 
species-at-risk have been documented in the park to date. However, a search of ecological communities 
at risk indicates forested ecosystems in the CWHxm2 are ecological communities-at-risk or of special 
concern (either red- or blue-listed) when in mature (>80 years) or old-growth forests (>250 years).  

It is not known when Maplehurst Park was last logged but, most likely, there has not been any logging 
since it became a Park in 1913. The age of a number of mature Douglas-fir and western redcedar trees 
in the Park, in particular in the Kitsuksis Creek floodplain, are a testament to the absence of logging for 
over 100 years4 As the forest continues to mature, its potential 
to support species-at-risk that depend on mature and old-
growth ecosystems will only increase.   

The BC Big Tree Inventory documents a 27 m tall bitter cherry 
tree to the west of the park, close to the park entrance at the 
end of Willow Road. The inventory identifies the tree as having 
a 14 metre wide Crown and a truck of a 0.55 m diameter at 
breast height (DBH). The bitter cherry tree is joined to a smaller 
cherry tree at the base. 

Wildlife 

There is a bald eagle nest in the park, although not occupied 
every year, and regular courtship activity at a snag observed by 
neighbours on Willow Road. There have also been sightings of 
barred owls and red-legged frogs and one sighting of a Western 
painted turtle.5   

Other animal species in the park and surrounding forested area 
include marten, red squirrel, black-tailed deer, black bear, 
marten, Northern Saw-whet Owl, Hairy Woodpecker, Pileated woodpecker, Pacific Treefrog, and 
Northwestern Salamander. 

Kitsuksis Creek 

Kitsuksis Creek is known to support an abundance of coho salmon and is one of the most important 
coho streams in the Alberni Valley. Much of the creek corridor, from its origin in the Beaufort Range to 
the Alberni Inlet, is in a relatively natural state and the Creek has productive spawning beds. “Kitsuksis” 
means “stream with log across” in Nuu-chah-nulth language, according to Place Names of the Alberni 
Valley and local First Nation families used to have fishing sites on the Creek.6 

 
3 https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/plants-animals-ecosystems/conservation-data-centre/explore-cdc-

data/known-locations-of-species-and-ecosystems-at-risk/cdc-imap-theme and 

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/plants-animals-ecosystems/conservation-data-centre/explore-cdc-

data/species-and-ecosystems-explorer 
4 By contrast, the adjacent Crown lands were logged in 1959, a few years after the small lot subdivision on those lands was 

cancelled. 
5 Observations reported by a local naturalist and neighbour.to the park. 
6 Conversation with a Tseshaht First Nation member. 

Bitter Cherry Tree 
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Recreation  
Walking and dog walking are the most popular activities in 
Maplehurst Park and on the adjacent Crown land trail system.  

The Park is also a destination for joggers and runners many of 
whom live in the City and drive to the park after work or on the 
weekends to enjoy getting exercise in the outdoors. Nature-
based activities in the park include nature photography, bird 
watching, and mushroom picking.  

To date, mountain-biking in the park has not been very popular.  

See Appendix 3 – Public Engagement Report for survey 
respondents’ preferred activities in the park.  

Spiritual and Mental Health 
The comments received during the public engagement 
activities confirm that what park visitors value about the park 
is not solely activity-based. The park also sustains and nurtures 
spiritual and mental health. In their responses to what they 
enjoy most about the Park, the majority of survey respondents 
indicated that they are in the park to enjoy nature, the 
tranquility, and the river. The Park’s naturalness combined with 
its proximity to the City of Port Alberni and rural residential 
areas, make it a popular place to visit and recharge. 

Community Involvement 
The Park has a long history of community involvement. The trail 
system within the park and on the adjacent Crown lands was 
built by local volunteers, starting over 20 years ago and 
continues to be expanded, improved, and maintained by 
volunteers today. In the last ten years, volunteer trail builders 
added walking trail connections from the south end of the 
network to Dayton Road, and from the north end of the network to Kitsuksis Road by the mailboxes. 
About two years ago, further connections to Arvey Road and a more direct connection to Kitsuksis Road 
were added.  Having these alternate routes and access points has helped to spread out the trail users 
and minimize conflict.  

The beautiful carved wooden trail signs were created by a local resident.  
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While not popular with everyone, the gnomes and fairies placed in the park are an attraction to small 
children who delight in discovering the hidden creatures along the trail. This element of discovery 
sustains their attention on the walk with their parents through the Park.  
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Overview of the Planning Process  
 

 
 

Public Engagement 
Between January and May 2022, the ACRD engaged the public and stakeholders in the park 
management planning process for Maplehurst Park through an online survey, site meetings, 
interviews, and a public open house. The goals of the engagement activities were to understand park 
visitor use of Maplehurst Park, develop a vision and goals for the park, and identify priorities for park 
improvements and park management.  

The public input received guided the preparation of this park management plan.  
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comment. 
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3.  Planning Process  
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Main Themes 
The main themes that emerged from the survey, interviews and public open house are: 

• Keep the park the way it is/keep it natural 

• Prioritize protecting sensitive ecosystems when it comes to allocating park budgets 

• Improve wayfinding in the park 

• Improve the parking situation at the end of Willow Road by developing and providing parking 
at other access points, in particular off Kitsuksis Road 

• Improve access to the park from the Cherry Creek neighbourhood 

• Increase connectivity between the park trail system and other community trails 

• Protect the trails on the adjacent Crown lands  

• Expand the park 

• Build relationships with First Nations  

• Work collaboratively with the woodlot tenure holder to develop trails and access points. 
 

A detailed description of the outreach activities, engagement events, input received and key themes 
is provided in the Public Engagement Report, attached as Appendix 3.  

 

Discussion with First Nations 
The following interests were identified during initial discussions with First Nations: 

• Identifying a native name for the park 

• Sharing First Nations history through interpretive signs similar to the Tonquin Trail signs in 
Tofino. 

• Recognition of First Nations history, language and culture in the park. 

• Establishment of a small working group to identify opportunities and work on projects that 
advance reconciliation with First Nations. 
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2. Planning Process  
 

 
Research, public engagement activities and interviews with ACRD staff, park neighbours and volunteers 
identified the following considerations for park management.  

Ecosystem Protection 

Inventory and Mapping 

Protection of sensitive ecosystems was identified as one of the priorities by the public during the 
planning process. In their comments, many expressed their appreciation of the naturalness of the park 
and want the ACRD to keep it that way. 

Ecosystem protection requires a good understanding of the ecosystem and its components. A review of 
provincial conservation records and inventories (CDC iMap, Specieis and Ecosystem Explorer) revealed 
that there is no documentation of rare plant and animal species in the Park. However, that does not 
necessarily mean that there are no occurrences. Over time, it is important to collect information and 
map occurrences of sensitive ecosystems or rare plant species in the Park so that their location and 
habitat needs can inform decisions about the relocation of existing trails or alignment of new trails in 
the park. 

The ACRD may be able to work with volunteer naturalists and/or the Alberni Valley Nature Club to 
collect additional data and map occurrences.  
 

Trail Drainage Improvements 

Trail braiding, the widening of trails due to users creating short-cuts or circumnavigating wet areas, is 
causing erosion in some areas, in particular on steep slopes and within the floodplain of Kitsuksis Creek. 
Improvements to trail surfaces and drainage or, in some cases, relocation of trails to higher and dryer 
areas, may be necessary to reduce erosion and keep users on the trails.  

 

Control of Invasive Species 

Maplehurst Park has a few invasive plant species including Himalayan blackberry and English holly. To 
date they have not spread extensively. Continued monitoring and control of invasive species in the park 
and on the adjacent Crown lands so that they do not crowd out native plants and the wildlife that 
depend on those plants for food and habitat, will help protect the integrity and functioning of existing 
native ecosystems. 
 
 
 

 

4. Challenges and Opportunities 
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Protection of Wildlife Habitat 

The protection of wildlife habitat is central to park management. Maplehurst Park is rich in nurse logs 
that provide habitat for salamanders, beetles, and insects. There are also numerous wildlife trees that 
show evidence of woodpecker activity and provide nesting holes for birds and owls. Leaving a tree 
where it falls (other than cutting out a section for a trail) and leaving tall stumps when a hazard tree 
has to be felled to ensure park user safety are all best management practices that retain wildlife habitat 
and support species diversity. 

In parallel with these management practices, education of park visitors creates understanding of 
wildlife habitat needs and supports possible restrictions that the ACRD may want to consider in the 
future as park use increases. One example of such a restriction that is common in busy parks on Eastern 
Vancouver Island is dog leashing during fawning season to protect fawns. 

Parking and Park Access 
The park is currently not well connected to the surrounding neighbourhoods and most park visitors 
who arrive by vehicle park along Willow Road and use the Willow Road trail head. The road does not 
have a widened cul de sac at the end and on busy days, gets congested making maneouvering and 
turning around vehicles difficult. In addition, there is a deep ditch on the West side of Willow Road 
which is difficult to see when vegetation grows up in the spring. Over the years, a few park visitors have 
backed into the ditch and needed to be pulled out. 

Having several access points with dedicated and well-designed parking areas would connect different 
neighhbourhoods to the park and reduce parking pressure and congestion at any one access. More 
access points would also decrease walking distances to the park from surrounding neighbourhoods, 
making it possible for more nearby residents to walk to the park and leave their car at home.  

At the public open house, several possible parking area and access point locations were reviewed with 
the public: improvements to the Willow Road access (either road side improvements or a parking lot 
on the road right-of-way that T-s into Willow Road); two undeveloped road rights-of- way off Strathcona 
Road, an access across from Cowley Road, an access off Best Road, and two accesses off Kitsuksis Road, 
one by the mail boxes and the other along the undeveloped Holly Road right-of-way. These access 
options are captured on the map in Appendix 1.  

The end of Willow Road is currently the most preferred and direct access point to the park for park 
visitors who do not live within walking distance of the park.  A number of  Willow Road residents 
expressed their desire  for a parking lot and formal access off Kitsuksis Road as a way to reduce parking 
congestion at the end of Willow Road.  Some Willow Road residents also  supported a parking lot off 
the end of Willow Road.   

Survey respondents and open house participants also wanted to see a connection from the Cherry 
Creek neighbourhood to the park, in particular since the park is funded from the Cherry Creek 
Community Park Service. The ACRD has started to review the feasibility and cost of adding more 
accesses and small parking areas from different neighbourhoods.  
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Developing additional accesses requires permit applications for trails along Ministry of Transportation 
road rights-of-way or for trails and parking areas on the Crown lands to the West of the park. The latter 
type of application may take up to two years. However, there may be opportunities to collaborate with 
the Province, woodlot tenure holder and First Nations on some of the access points.  

Connectivity to Community Trails 

There are opportunities to connect the Maplehurst Park and Crown land trails to other greenways 

that extend into neighbourhoods and into the City of Port Alberni. Providing multiple access points 

closer to where residents live and work encourages active transportation and active lifestyles, reduces 

the number of residents driving to the park and transportation-related greenhouse gas emissions. 

The Kitsuksis Dyke Trail that starts in the City of Alberni ends not far from the park. The ACRD can 

work with the City of Port Alberni to explore possible routes to connect the trail systems in the two 

jurisdictions.  

There is also an existing trail along Cherry Creek that ends not far from Maplehurst Park. If an access 

to the Park is created off Strathcona Road, possible routes (including the creek corridor, alongside 

existing roads or along undeveloped road rights-of-way) can be explored to connect the Park to the 

Cherry Creek Trail.  

Reconciliation with First Nations  
Reconciliation with First Nations is a priority for the ACRD. The first step in that process is learning more 
about Tseshaht and Hupačasath First Nation cultural practices and ecological stewardship of the land, 
collaborating on projects of common interest, and communicating First Nation history and presence on 
the land through park naming, interpretation, and joint stewardship.  

Recreational Trail Network on Crown land 
The existing trail system on the Crown lands was constructed by volunteers without provincial 
authorization and are not protected through any form of permit or tenure. When reviewing applications 
for tenures over the Crown land, the Ministry of Forests is not required to consider the trails in the 
review of the application and decision on award of a tenure. 

Comments received to the survey as well as at the public open house showed the public interest in 
seeing the ACRD take an active role in securing recreational use on the adjacent Crown land trail 
network. Suggestions included expanding the park to include the Crown lands or seeking a permit over 
the trail system from Recreation and Trails BC.  

Recreational trails on untenured Crown land  

Securing an interest in the Crown lands requires discussions with and support from the Ministry of 
Forests, Recreation and Trails BC, the Hupačasath and Tseshaht First Nations, and possible future tenure 
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holders - however, currently the Crown land immediately to the West of the Park is untenured. In the 
short term, a permit over the trail system may be more easily achieved than a protected area status for 
the Crown lands. However, given the increasing pace of development and accompanying loss of 
greenspace in the Alberni Valley, public values are shifting. Natural areas close to urban settlements 
become valued more for outdoor recreation opportunities and access to nature than for timber. As 
government agencies catch up with this shift in values and First Nations assert their priorities, 
opportunities for a greater level of protection of the Crown lands may become possible.  

Recreational trails within woodlot tenure 

Community groups or local governments can apply to the Ministry of Forests, Recreation and Trails BC 
for a section 57 permit under the Forest and Range Practices Act to construct and maintain trails on 
Crown land. However, if the Crown land is also under a woodlot licence, a section 57 permit does not 
require the woodlot licence plan to consider the trail unless the Province issues an order to protect the 
trail. 

Community groups or local governments also have the option to apply to enter into a section 56 
partnership agreement with Recreation and Trails BC to legally establish trails on Crown lands. If the 
Province establishes recreation objectives for the trails, then a woodlot licence holder that holds a 
licence over the same lands, must carry out primary forest activities in the area with the trail in a 
manner that is consistent with that objective.  

Regardless of the above formal mechanisms to confer some level of status to recreation trails on Crown 
land, in particular Crown land that is under a tenure, there are opportunities for the ACRD to work 
cooperatively with the woodlot licence holder to clearly identify park and woodlot boundaries, 
communicate the operational needs of the woodlot licence holder to trail users, retain key trail 
connections, close trails during logging operations, or find alternate routes. A first step is always a 
conversation to understand each other's needs and identify common interests to retain public access 
to the larger Crown land trail system. 

Wayfinding in the park 
The park has beautiful hand carved trail signs. What is missing is a trail map that shows all of the park 
trails and adjacent Crown land trails. Improvements to wayfinding through a trail map at key junctions 
in the park and more wayfinding/directional signage were the top desired future amenities in the park, 
next to parking improvements expressed in online survey during the park planning process.  

In the longer term, a small park kiosk with a trail map, a description of the park and its history, and park 
user etiquette at key entrances to the park is also desirable.  

Support for volunteers 
The current service standard for the Park is a level 3. That means a low to medium level of maintenance. 
This level of service is intended for a natural park space for low to medium trail use. Maintenance is 
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performed monthly or in response to public complaints. Infrastructure is limited and low maintenance. 
Vegetation is only pruned of maintained for safety and litter clean-up is in response to complaints.7   

Open house participants expressed their preference to retain the current level 3 service standard for 
park and trail maintenance. That level of service could be achieved with the help of volunteers. Staff 
resources are required to recruit and support volunteers and the ACRD could assist with the provision 
of equipment and materials. 

  

 
7 ACRD Level of Service Standards. 
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The following vision for the future of the park was developed with public input received at the open 
house and informs the goals and implementation actions in chapter 6. 

Vision 
Maplehurst Park protects a native ecosystem with mature forest and riparian landscapes. Kitsuksis 
Creek provides habitat for salmon and an abundance of aquatic species.  

The park has a well-maintained rustic trail system, maintained by an active volunteer group with 
support from the ACRD. Trail signs blend in with the natural environment. Park amenities are minimal 
and located close to park entrances. 

There are several formal park entrances to the park and adjacent Crown land trails with small gravel 
parking areas, an information kiosk, and a park map. There are also a few secondary entrances marked 
with trail sign posts.  
The park’s trail system is connected to a larger trail network in the community. Many park visitors can 
walk or ride their bikes to the park from the surrounding neighbourhoods. 

The adjacent Crown land are managed for their natural values. The Crown land trails are formally 
recognized and managed for public recreational use by the ACRD in collaboration with First Nations, 
adjacent tenure holders and provincial government agencies. 

Goals 
Achievement of the vision is supported by the following six goals: 

1. Protect sensitive ecosystems in the park. 

2. Provide adequate parking and access from different neighbourhoods to the park. 

3. Recognize and celebrate First Nation culture, ecological knowledge, and presence on the land. 

4. Connect park trails to surrounding community trail networks. 

5. Improve wayfinding in the park while retaining a rustic and natural trail system. 

6. Support an active group of park volunteers.  

5. Vision and Goals 
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 Goal 1: Protect Sensitive Ecosystems 

 Action Time 
frame 

Relative 
Cost 

1.1.  Inventory and map rare plants and sensitive ecosystems 

•  Identify and map occurrences of rare plant species, sensitive 

ecosystems, and floodplain areas. 

•  Map occurrences as well as floodplain area to assist with trail 

planning. 

•  Route trails to avoid sensitive areas. 

2024 - 
Ongoing 
 
 

 
$ 
 
$ 
 
$$ 

1.2.  Use best management practices to construct and maintain trails  

• Reconstruct trail along Kitsuksis Creek, re-aligning it where feasible to 

avoid the floodplain  
• Complete drainage improvement to steep trails and trails in wetland 

areas 

 
2025 
 
 
2025 

 
$$ 
 
 
$$ 

1.3.    Control invasive species 

• Map occurrences of invasive species 

• Contract removal or organize removal work parties  

 
ongoing 

$ 
 
$$ 

1.4.    Support wildlife habitat 

• Leave nurse logs and wildlife trees. 

• Trim vegetation outside of nesting season 

• As park use increases and in parallel with a public education program, 

review requiring dog leashing during fawning season to protect fawns. 

 
ongoing 
 
 
2025 

$ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

6.  Implementation 
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 Goal 2: Provide Adequate Parking and Access from Different  

              Neighbourhoods to the Park 

 Action Time 
frame 

Relative 
Cost 

2.1 Develop and formalize access to the park via the adjacent Crown lands  
• Consult with First Nations, the woodlot tenure holder and Province 

to identify common interests and partnerships to develop formal 

access to the park via the adjacent Crown land trails. In particular, 

review feasibility for parking and trail heads off Kitsuksis, Best and 

Cowley roads and connecting trails from those access points to the 

park. 
• Apply for permits/licences from Province for access trails and parking 

areas.  
• Construct the access point found to be the most feasible. 
• Develop other access points over time as park use increases, funds 

are available and partnership opportunities with First Nations and 

the woodlot tenure holder can be realized. 
• Explore regional park status for Maplehurst Park if the ACRD is able 

to obtain permits or licences over access trails, parklands or parking 

areas located on the Crown lands within adjacent electoral areas, 

and connecting to and serving Maplehurst Park.  

 
2023-2025 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2023-2025 
 
2026 
 
Medium to 
long-term 
 
Medium to 
long-term 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
$$$$ 

2.2 Construct a parking area off the end of Willow Road 
• Confirm feasibility of a parking lot on the road right-of-way running 

perpendicular to the end of Willow Road and/or on the Crown lands.  
• Apply to the Province (MoTI and Ministry of Forests) for the 

necessary permits.  
• Construct parking lot. 

 
2022 - 
 
2023 
 
2023 

 
$$ 
 
 
 
$$$$ 

2.3 Provide access from Cherry Creek 
• Determine the best alignment of a connecting trail from the Cherry 

Creek neighbourhood and a footbridge over Kitsuksis Creek to 

provide access to Maplehurst Park. 
• Bridge and trail construction 
• Parking lot construction 

 
2023-2024 
 
 
 
Medium-
Long Term 

 
$ 
 
 
 
$$$$$$ 
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 Goal 3: Recognize First Nation Cultural Practice, Ecological Stewardship  

     and Presence on the Land 

 Action Time 
frame 

Relative 
Cost 

3.1 • Seek opportunities to learn about Hupačasath and Tseshaht First 
Nations’ cultural practices and ecological stewardship of the land. 

• Collaborate with the Hupačasath and the Tseshaht to identify projects 
that acknowledge, communicate, and celebrate their culture, language, 
and presence in the park and in the region through interpretive signs, 
joint stewardship and other projects of common interest  

• Work together to identify a First Nations’ name for the park. 

ongoing 
 
 
ongoing 
 
 
2022-2023 

 

 

 

 Goal 4: Connect Park Trails to Surrounding Community Trail Networks 

 Action Time 
frame 

Relative 
Cost 

4.1 Secure the Crown land trails for continued recreational use 
• In conjunction with reviewing possible access trails via the Crown lands 

to the park (2.1), work with First Nations, the woodlot tenure holder, 

and the Province to identify how recreational use of the Crown land 

trails can co-exist with existing and potential tenured uses. 
• Apply for the necessary permits over the recreational trails on the Cown 

lands.  
• Collaborate on signage and communication about woodlot operations 

to trail users. 
• Support protection of rare and sensitive ecosystems on the Crown lands 

by re-aligning trails and communicating natural values and trail user 

etiquette to park users.  

 

 
2024-2026 

 
 
 

 
2024- 
 

2023 
 
2025- 

 
 
$$ 
 
 
 
 
 
$ 
 
$$ 

4.2 Connect the Park to Kitsuskis Dyke Trail 
• Work in partnership with City of Port Alberni to identify possible routes 

to connect the Park to the Kitsuskis Dyke Trail.  

 
Med-long 
term 

$$$ 

4.3 Connect the Park to Cherry Creek Trail and the McLean Mill 

• Review possible routes and land tenures to connect the park to Cherry 

Creek Trail. (Also see 2.3. above) to the East and the McLean Mill to the 

North.  

 
Medium – 
long term 
 
 

 
$$$$$ 
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 Action Time 
frame 

Relative 
Cost 

4.4 Regional Parks and Trails Planning 

• Review ACRD involvement in creating the above and other possible 

connections as part of a review or update to the ACRD’s Regional Parks 

and Trails Strategic Plan. 

 
Medium – 
long term 
 

 
$$ 

 

 

 Goal 5: Improve Wayfinding in the Park while Retaining a Rustic and  
     Natural Trail System. 

 Action Time 
frame 

Relative 
Cost 

5.1 Maintain the park and trail to a level 3 standard of service until use 
increases to a point where a higher level of service is needed. 

• Provide park maps at one or two key junctions in the park. 

• Add wayfinding signs at all junctions. 

Ongoing 
 
2024 
2024 

$$ 
 
$ 
$ 

 

 

 Goal 6: Support an Active Group of Volunteers 

 Action Time 
frame 

Relative 
Cost 

6.1 Provide support for volunteers on trail projects. 

• Support volunteer work parties (e.g. promotion and recruitment, safety 

equipment, materials, training)  

 
ongoing 

 
$$ 
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Appendix 1: Park and Surrounding Trail Network 

Map 
 



 
27 

Appendix 2:  Plant List 
Plant species list for Maplehurst Trail collected by Alberni Valley Nature Club, June 21, 2021 

Starting coordinates: 49 deg 16.584'N, 124 deg 48.149'W; Ending coordinates: 49 deg 16.683'N, 124 deg 48.725'W 

Plants with Obvious Flowers 

Scientific name Common name Abundance Comment 

Acer macrophyllum Big Leaf Maple low-mod  
Achlys triphylla Vanilla leaf low-mod  
Adenocaulon bicolor Pathfinder mod-high  
Allium cernuum Wild (nodding) onion Locally abundant  
Cornus nuttallii Dogwood low  
Coylus avellana Hazelnut v.low 1 Tree 

Daucus carota Wild carrot v.low  
Digitalis purpurea Foxglove low  
Epilobium sp.(dodonaei) Narrow leaved fireweed low  
Galium aparine Cleavers low-mod  
Geranium robertianum Herb Robert low  
Gaultheria shalon Salal mod  
Geum macrophyllum Large leaved Avens mod  
Holodiscus discolor Oceanspray mod  
Hypochaeris radicata Cat's ear low-mod  
Ilex aquifolium Holly low spreading 

Juglans regia Walnut v.low 1 large tree 

Lactuca muralis Wall lettuce low-mod  
Linnea borealis Twinflower mod  
Lonicera ciliosa Western Trumpet Honeysuckle Locally abundant 

 

Mahonia nervosa Oregon Grape mod-high  
Maianthemum dilatatum False lily of the valley Locally abundant 

 

Malus fusca Crab apple low scattered 

Moehringia macrophylla Large leaf sandwort low  
Monotropa uniflora Ghost pipe v.low  
Physocarpus capitatus Pacific Ninebark mod  
Prunella vulgaris Self Heal / Heal all mod  
Prunus sp.(avium)  Cherry low  
Pteridium aquilinum Bracken mod-high  
Quercus garryana  Garry oak Locally abundant vulnerable location 

Quercus robur European Oak low less than 10 years old--
spread by birds 

Rosa gymnocarpa Bald Hip Rose low  
Rubus discolor Himalayan blackberry  v.low invasive 

Rubus parviflorus Thimbleberry mod  
Rubus spectabalis Salmonberry mod  
Rubus ursinus Trailing blackberry low  
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Plants with Obvious Flowers continued… 

Scientific name Common name Abundance Comment 

Salix sp. A willow low  
Sambuncus racemosa ssp. 
pubens 

Red Elderberry v.low 
 

Sanicula sp.(crassicaulis) (Pacific) sanicle Locally abundant Single plant - dried out 

Stachys cooleyae Hedge nettle low-mod  
Symphoricarpos albus Snowberry low-mod  
Taraxacum officionale Dandelion low  
Tiarella trifoliata Foamflower mod-high  
Trientalis latifolia Broad-leaved starflower mod  
Vaccinium parvifolium Red Huckleberry mod  

 

Grasses, Sedges and Rushes (incomplete) 

Scientific name Common name Abundance Comment 

Agrostis sp.  Bentgrass low  
Juncus effusus Common beach rush/soft rush v.low 

 

 

Ferns and Allies 

Scientific name Common name  Abundance Comment 

Adiantum pedatum Maidenhair fern low  
Athyrium filix-femina Lady fern low  
Dryopteris expansa Spiny wood fern v.low  
Equisetum telmatiea Giant Mare's tail Locally abundant  
Polystichum munitum Sword fern mod  
Pteridium aquilinum Bracken fern mod-high  

 

Non-flowering Trees 

Scientific name Common name  Abundance Comment 

Abies grandis Grand Fir v. low v.low 

Pinus contorta Shore Pine low  
Pinus monticola Western white pine v.low Single specimen observed 

Pseudotsuga menziesii 
ssp. Menziesii 

Douglas Fir low-mod 
 

Taxus brevifolia Yew v. low Single specimen observed 

Thuja plicata Western Redcedar low  
Tsuga heterophylla Western hemlock low-mod  

 

Bryophytes and Lichens 

Scientific name Common name Abundance Comment 

Hylocomium splendens Step moss mod locally abundant 
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Appendix 3:  Public Engagement Report 
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