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Who Are FORT-VI?

Friends Of Rails to Trails – Vancouver Island

•BC Not-for-Profit Society incorporated Sept 2018 in order to investigate and encourage 
the re-purposing of unused Vancouver Island rail lines  as multi-use trails

Our Vision

•Encourage the preservation and protection of the E&N Railway corridors in perpetuity 
as a multi-use Active Transportation network connecting communities on Vancouver 
Island.   



Overview of Segments

Ladysmith

Courtenay

Parksville

Port Alberni

Victoria

Langford

Duncan

Cowichan Bay

Nanaimo

• 224 km Rail Corridor from Victoria to Courtenay

• 236 Level Crossings (112 controlled)

• 64 km spur Parksville to Port Alberni

• 5 Regional Districts & 14 First Nations

• 67 Bridges and Trestles

• Minimal rail usage since 2011

Wellcox Yd



• Similar in length and settlement pattern to the E&N 
(241 km, 37 settlements, population 640,000) 

• The trail is estimated to draw 1 Million visitors a year 

Pennsylvania GAP – “Great Allegheny Passage”
Tourism and Economic Benefits Comparison





• That the ACRD direct their Island Corridor Foundation (ICF) Representative to propose a motion that the ICF amend their 
mandate to promote active transportation alternatives on the Island Corridor, in particular on the spur from Coombs to the 
MacLean Mill site, in the Alberni Valley.

•

• THANK YOU.  JOHN DOUGLAS Port Alberni.  Friends of Rails to Trails Vancouver Island
• jmdouglas56@shaw.ca 250-735-7177

Our Ask

mailto:jmdouglas56@shaw.ca
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