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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Welcome. My name is Duncan Booth and I am the WildSafeBC Community Coordinator for the Alberni Valley. We want to take a moment before we begin to acknowledge that we are on the traditional territory of the Tseshaht, Hupačasath, and other member nations of the Nuu-chah-nulth Tribal Council.
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Presentation Notes
WildSafeBC is a program owned and delivered by the BC Conservation Foundation. BCCF has a number of initiatives along with WildSafe–Wildlife Collision Prevention Program, Land for Animals, Fisheries Project (research, stock assessments, habitat restoration).



British Columbia Conservation Foundation

WildSafeBC is the
provincial leader in
preventing conflict
with wildlife
through
collaboration,
education and
community
solutions.
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Presentation Notes
Our program began as Bear Aware in 1998 and in 2013 evolved to include other species that humans come into conflict with.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes

This is data from April 1 – Oct 31 2021   All in this year we’ve had 172 black bear reports (lower than 3-year average of 227, MOSTLY IN THE LATE SEASON OCT-NOV), 74 cougar reports which was highest in our records (EARLIER IN SEASON), only 2016 coming close at 71. 84 Deer reports.

Garbage is the most reported attractant but we also know that fruit trees are a gateway food. Bears will often forage on fruit that becomes available in late summer at the same time that they enter hyperphagia. A time of year when they are preparing for winter denning and need over 20,000 calories per day. Unsecured garbage and the organics inside are also easy targets for fast calories.

 Unsecured chickens and small livestock also result in the destruction of bears. 

Bears that learn to forage on non-natural food sources often get into patterns of conflict that requires COS intervention and often leads to them being killed.




All of this data is available in detail in the 2021 annual report available in December on the WildSafeBC website




Local coordinators delivering education and outreach in
their communities:

Door-to-door outreach
WildSafe Ranger presentations for school-aged children

Wildlife awareness and safety presentations

Bear spray workshops

Booths at community events

Garbage tagging

WildSafe Business Pledge, Bare Campsite Program
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
In 2021 we have over 30 community programs delivering education across the province through a variety of initiatives.
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Presentation Notes
Reached over 550 students this season at Wood, Haahuupayak, EJ Dunn, Maquinna, John Howitt, ADSS.


Booths and Community Events
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Presentation Notes
Over 250 people connected with at 6 events including the local farm markets and the Fall Fair.
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Multiple WSA and BSW this year, including presentations to the Sikh Society, workers of the Shelter Society/NI College Farm Market program, Rotary Club, 

E-fence workshop + support and cost-share.


WAYS TO HELP WILDLIFE

1. Keep your garbage secure — store it indoors or
in a bear-resistant enclosure.

Only put your garbage/compost/recyclables out
on collection day - never the night before.

3. Manage your fruit trees so that fruit is picked
as it ripens and no windfall accumulates.

Bring bird feeders in from April through
Movember — and when they are out, ensure that
the ground underneath is kept free of seeds.

5. Feed pets indoors.

3. Maintain your compost so that it doesn’t smell.
Add fruit slowly. Never add meat or other animal
products.

7. Protect fruit trees, beehives and small
livestock with a properly installed and maintained
electric fence.

Respect wild animals by not feeding them.
Food-conditioned wildlife are more likely to come
into conflict.

9. Keep barbecues clean and odour free.

Report any wildlife in conflict immediately
to the Conservation Officer Service 24/7 at
1.877.952.7277.
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Every year in BC, thousands of animals come
into conflict with people as they seek out food,
water or shelter in our communities. WildSafeBC
provides information on how we can LIVE, WORK
PLAY and GROW in wildlife country.

Learn more on how you can make a difference b
visiting our website, following us on social mediz
or by contacting your local coordinator.

Find your local WildSafeBC Coordinator at
www.wildsafebc.com/contact

Report all sightings of bears, wolves, cougars and
CG}rD!E!S in urban areas, or wildife in conflict, to the
Conservation Officer Service at

These reports are available through WildSafeBC’s
Wildlife Alert Reporting Program on our website.
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Presentation Notes
For this season, So far ~280 face to face conversations and over 400 door hangers left.


Bin Tagging

WARNING

Garbage placed out early is a
bear attractant

UNLOCKED TOTES are a contravention

of the Wildlife Attractant Bylaw and put
wildlife at risk. Keep your totes locked and
stored until 5:00am on collection day.For more
info call 604-815-5066, visit www.wildsafebc.com

or email squamish@wildsafebc.com J
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Eight surveys, 170 bins tagged with only 11 repeat offenders. 87% success rate. 


Business Pledge
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Presentation Notes
Four businesses signed on this year to show their community commitment to reducing HWC. Much interest in the program for next season also.
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Presentation Notes
Our main social med presence for the community. This year the page grew from 117 followers to over 400 (+258%)s, and created ~50 posts, alerting the community around wildlife reports, situations, services, etc.


6 Criteria

% Bear Hazard Assessment
Human-Bear Conflict Management Plan
% Planning Documents (OCP)

% Education Program

% Bear proof waste management system

% Bear smart bylaws



Presenter
Presentation Notes
We support communities seeking Bear Smart Community status and help facilitate the process with our expertise and knowledge. 

Worked with PA on consistent bear-resistant infrastructure, 

info onto BEAR SMART and other Wildlife web pages,

put some energy into more mutual support between city and WSBC, ACRD




Challenges and Opportunities

% Port Alberni Bear Smart Community status
% Consistent bear-resistant infrastructure
% Increased education and awareness
% Bear working group
% Collaboration with AV Gleaning Project
% Promote & develop electric fence cost-share and education

#WildSafeBC messaging on municipal & regional websites
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With the Parks bins, the city has taken an interest in modifying the design endogenously. This should be monitored and Bear Smart should be brought into the loop around this and the upcoming audit.

City has taken the initiative of re-invigorating education and awareness around HWC issues and their Bear Smart commitments, 

The intention is for communities to maintain their commitment to being Bear Smart by looking at changes through a human-bear conflict reduction lens and to adapt to changes that influence human-bear conflicts such as:
urban sprawl – increased interface with wild areas
availability of new bear-resistant containers that are certified as well as CSA approved electric fencing
Food sustainability and increased tree cover done in a manner that does not lead to conflict with bears
Climate change will impact natural food availability. The City will be a sink that will draw wildlife in as we unintentionally create attractive habitat (lush lawns, tree cover, food, water).  


A boon to the community would be a Bear Working Group with representation from the city, ACRD, COS, WIldSafeBC, and others to help unify and streamline messaging and practices in the ACRD.

FInd further collaboration opportunities with the Gleaning Project. Dissolved early this year from lack of volunteers. It's a vital initiative as fruit trees are our 2nd most reported conflict (under-reported, perceived as less of a problem than garbage)

Continuing to promote and develop the electric fence cost-share can make a big impact. Lots of interest this year, but with more promotion and supporting education it will grow.

WildsafeBC messaging can go on Port Alberni website’s animal control/wildlife page, and Bear Smart page – ACRD Bear Smart Page

As part of its commitment to being a Bear Smart Community, it is important for the City to update its human-bear conflict management plans in collaboration with subject matter experts and partners to explore options for mitigating sources of conflict within the City. This includes reviewing current bylaws and updating them as required. Bear Smart communities are expected to enforce their bylaws where education is not effective. The City should be setting an example to all residents by enduring all garbage receptacles on city property are bear-resistant. The City can also play a leadership role by assisting residents and removing barriers to becoming Bear Smart such as exploring solutions for those that do not have structures to secure their garbage. Electric fencing has been proven to be an effective and safe way to secure livestock and this should be explored in residential neighbourhoods where bears pose an increase safety risk to residents.



Funding Partners
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Thank you to The British Columbia Conservation Foundation,
The Province of BC, and the Alberni-Clayoquot Regional District
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