ALBERNI-CLAYOQUOT
,@% REGIONAL DISTRICT

Agricultural Development Committee

Tuesday, July 14, 2026
ACRD Board Room/Zoom - 3008 Fifth Avenue, Port Alberni, BC
12:45 PM

Regular Agenda

CALL TO ORDER

Recognition of First Nation Traditional Territories.

Notice to attendees and delegates that this meeting is being recorded and livestreamed to
YouTube on the Regional District Website.

Introductions- Committee Members and Staff present in the Boardroom and on Zoom.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA

THAT the Agricultural Development Committee adopt the agenda as circulated.

DECLARATIONS

(conflict of interest)

INVITED PRESENTATIONS

DELEGATIONS (10 minute maximum)

ADOPTION OF MINUTES Page 5

THAT the minutes of the Agricultural Development Committee meeting held on April 21,
2026 be adopted.

PUBLIC INPUT PERIOD (15 minute maximum)

(Public will be permitted to speak for up to 3 minutes on an agenda item. No video, use of



presentations, handouts, or props are permitted. Virtual attendees, raise your hand in
Zoom to request to speak. In-person attendees, raise your hand to request to speak).

8. CORRESPONDENCE FOR INFORMATION

a. CITY OF PORT ALBERNI Page 11

Response to ACRD request for Agricultural Land Commission Referrals to the
Agricultural Advisory Committee

b. ACRD Page 12
AVICC Resolutions

c. AGRICULTURE AND AGRI-FOOD CANADA Page 13
The National Food Security Strategy

d. AGRISERVICE BC Page 40

Islands Edition - Regional Newsletter July

e. BC AGRICULTURAL COUNCIL

1. Launch of Enhanced Digital Temporary Pass Templates Page 62
2. Plans to Establish Provincial Farmland Trust Page 64
f. BC GOVERNMENT NEWS Page 68

Sharing Local Farm Harvests Through Coupon Program

g. KWANTLEN POLYTECHNIC UNIVERSITY (KPU) Page 71

Resilient and Thriving Vancouver Island Food Future Project

h. MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE Page 74

True Armyworm Factscheet

9. CORRESPONDENCE FOR ACTION

10. REQUEST FOR DECISION REPORTS




11. REPORTS
a. Alberni-Clayoquot Regional District - A. Needham
b. Primary Agricultural Producers
1. Shannon Farms and The Cabin - T. Shannon
2. Arrowvale Farm - B. Collins
3. Eden Tree Farm - H. Shobe
4. Stonehaven Farm - L. Aylard
c. Spirit Square Farmers' Market - S. Rymer
d. City of Port Alberni - P. Deakin
e. School District #70 - H. Zanette
f. Island Health - K. Ruel
dg. Ministry of Agriculture & Food - T. O'Dell
h. Alberni Farmers' Institute - W. Smith
i. Alberni District Fall Fair - A. Siddall
j- Alberni Valley Food Security Society - A. Lewis
k. Hupacasath Community Farm - J. Priestland

I. Eat West Coast - E. Goldt

m. Port Alberni Port Authority, Dock + Food Processing hub - C.

Addy

Page 78

Page 81

Page 82

Page 83

Page 84

Page 85

Page 87



n. Coastal Foods Roundtable, Tofino Community Food Initiative - Page 88
Katie Miles

0. 4-H - P. Radcliffe Page 89

p. Marine Stakeholders

THAT the Agricultural Development Committee receives the Reports.

12. OTHER BUSINESS (including Late Items)

(Late Items are defined as matters arising after the preparation of the agenda which, if not
acted upon in a timely manner, would prejudice or compromise either the Regional
District's position or the position of a constituent or group of constituents).

13. QUESTION PERIOD (15 minute maximum)

(Public will be permitted to ask questions for up to 3 minutes on an agenda item. No video,
use of presentations, handouts, or props are permitted. Virtual attendee, raise your hand in
Zoom to request to speak. In-person attendees, raise your hand to request to speak).

14. ADJOURN
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MINUTES OF THE AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE MEETING

HELD ON TUESDAY, APRIL 21, 2026, 12:45PM

Hybrid - Zoom/Board Room, 3008 Fifth Avenue, Port Alberni, BC

MEMBERS
PRESENT:

REGRETS:

STAFF PRESENT:

Heather Shobe, Eden Tree Farm

Ann Siddall, Alberni District Fall Fair Association

Fred Boyko, Director, Electoral Area “B” (Beaufort)

Helen Zanette, SD70 Trustee

Cecilia Addy, Port Alberni Port Authority

Stephanie Stevens, Alternate Rep/Alberni Valley Food Security Society
Joanne Priestland, Hupacasath Community Farm

Tanya Shannon, Shannon Farms

Lisa Aylard, Alberni Farmers’ Institute, Stonehaven Farm

Sarah Rymer, Spirit Square Farmers’ Market

Wayne Smith, Alberni Farmers’ Institute

Patty Palmer, 4H

Erika Goldt, Clayoquot Biosphere Trust, Coastal Ag Roundtable, Eat West
Coast

Ex-Officio Members

Russell Dyson, Agricultural Advisory Committee

Penny Cote, Director, ACRD, Agricultural Advisory Committee

Anna Lewis, Alberni Valley Food Security Society

Erika Goldt, Eat West Coast

Bob Collins, Arrowvale Farm

Kirsten Nesbitt, SD Healthy Schools Manager

Pat Deakin, City of Port Alberni

Katie Miles, Coastal Roundtable Facilitator, Tofino Community Food
Initiative

Thom O’Dell, Ministry of Agriculture & Food — Regional Agrologist
Kaley Ruel, Island Health Dietician

Larry McMahon, Agricultural Advisory Committee

Robert Haynes, Agricultural Advisory Committee

Star Miklashek, Agricultural Advisory Committee

Ray Dol, Agricultural Advisory Committee

Amy Needham, Sustainability Planner

Alex Dyer, General Manager of Planning & Development
Heather Zenner, Manager of Administrative Services
Brooke Eschuk, Planner 1



The meeting can be viewed on the Alberni-Clayoquot Regional District website at:
https://www.acrd.bc.ca/events/21-4-2026/

1.

CALL TO ORDER

The Manager of Administrative Services (MAS) called the meeting to order at 12:46 pm.

The MAS recognized this meeting is being held throughout the Nuu-chah-nulth
territories.

The MAS reported this meeting is being recorded and livestreamed to YouTube on the
Regional District website.

Introductions - Committee Members and Staff present in the Boardroom and via Zoom.

ELECTION OF CHAIRPERSON & VICE CHAIRPERSON

ELECTION OF CHAIRPERSON FOR 2026

The MAS conducted the election for Chairperson of the Agricultural Development
Committee for 2026.

The MAS declared Joanne Priestland the position of Chairperson of the Agricultural
Development Committee for 2026.

ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIRPERSON FOR 2026

The MAS conducted the election for Vice-Chairperson of the Agricultural Development
Committee for 2026.

The MAS declared Helen Zanette to the position of Vice-Chairperson of the Agricultural
Development Committee for 2026.

Chair Priestland took over as chairperson for the meeting.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA

The Motion was MOVED and SECONDED
THAT the agenda be approved as amended to add the Alberni Valley Food Security

Society update in agenda item 12.(i).
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

DECLARATIONS

INVITED PRESENTATIONS



https://www.acrd.bc.ca/events/21-4-2026/

10.

DELEGATIONS (10 minute maximum)

a. Brooke Eschuck, Planner 1, ACRD presenting the Sproat Lake and Area OCP
Update

ADOPTION OF MINUTES

a. Agricultural Development Committee Meeting — February 17, 2026
The Motion was MOVED and SECONDED
THAT the minutes of the Agricultural Development Committee meeting held on February

17, 2026 be adopted.
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

PUBLIC INPUT PERIOD

CORRESPONDENCE FOR INFORMATION

a. CLEAN FARMS
Collection Events Information
b. BC AGRICULTURE COUNCIL
News Release: 2026 Provincial Budget Released
C. CAPITAL REGIONAL DISTRICT
CRD Invasive Plant Species List
d. BC MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE AND FOOD
Knowledge and Technology Transfer Program Guide 2026-2027
e. CANADIAN FOOD INSPECTION AGENCY
Response to Livestock Traceability Regulations Questions
f. BC AGRICULTURAL CLIMATE ACTION RESEARCH NETWORK
2026 Spring Newsletter
g. YOUNG AGRARIANS
March 2026 Newsletter
h. AGRISERVICE BC
April Islands Edition Regional Newsletter
i. AGSAFE BC
Dirt on Ag Newsletter March 2026

The Motion was MOVED and SECONDED

THAT the Agricultural Development Committee receive items a-i for information.
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

CORRESPONDENCE FOR ACTION




11.

12.

REQUEST FOR DECISION REPORTS

a. Request for Decision regarding Food Security Emergency Plan and Agricultural
Water Plan Implementation

The Motion was MOVED and SECONDED

THAT the Agricultural Development Committee request that the Alberni-Clayoquot
Regional District Board of Directors direct staff to implement the Alberni Valley Food
Security Emergency Plan, West Coast Food Security Emergency Plan, Alberni Valley
Agricultural Water Plan and Alberni Valley Livestock Emergency Plan as collaborative
partnerships and grant opportunities arise.

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

REPORTS

a. Alberni-Clayoquot Regional District — A. Needham (included in agenda)
The Motion was MOVED and SECONDED

THAT the Agricultural Development Committee request that the Alberni-Clayoquot
Regional District Board of Directors direct staff to bring forward agriculture budget at
the November meeting.

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

b. Primary Agricultural Producers
e Eden Tree Farm, Heather Schobe — Farmstand open on Fridays from 10am —

1pm or by appointment (during spring time) @ 6220 Karen Place.

¢ VI Grain, Wayne Smith — Concerned about the haying situation. There are
surplus amounts of hay due to less cattle. Concerned that this may mean
that hay fields may not get cut, and end up with invasive species.

e Shannon Farms, Tanya Shannon — Will be hosting a Spring Market on Sunday
May 3 10 — 1pm. Other farms join and host a market. Two culinary events
coming up. Heifers & Hors D’Oeuvres - July 25% (tickets are online and
available now) and Gather & Graze — August 8th. Working with Alberni
Valley Tourism and VI Tourism. Cows are now out until October.

e Stonehaven Farm, Lisa Aylard — Beef numbers are substantially down (in US
as well). Lots of farmers are getting out of the business and young people
are struggling to get in the market. Traceability rules are causing a problem.
Great support from the community for locally grown product.

C. School District # 70 — H. Zanette (included in agenda)

d. Alberni Farmers’ Institute — W. Smith — Hold coffee meetings which provides an
opportunity to meet with Farmers Institute. Next meeting is May 3™ 1 - 3pm at
Collins Farm. Working on a major project and will provide more details at next
meeting.



e. Alberni District Fall Fair — A. Siddall (attached). Summer Market will be held on
July 17t and applications are open on the Fall Fair Website. Open to Crafters
and Producers.

f. Alberni Valley Food Security Society —S. Stevens (late item posted to website).

g. Hupacasath Community Farm — J. Priestland — Joanne will be attending the ADC
meetings and runs the Hupacasath Community Farm. Started two years ago
and it has been a regenerative project. In good shape this year and hoping to
expand, and will be getting chickens soon. Welcomed folks to come by the
farm for a visit.

h. Eat West Coast — E. Goldt — Closure of North Island College west coast office
has negative impacts on the community. Camosun College has expressed
interest in running program on the west coast. Remote communities on west
coast are struggling to get funding for generators to refrigerate food. Indicated
that the cost of purchase of compost at the West Coast Landfill is too high and
is currently higher than purchasing compost at the local Co-op store. Drought is
an issue for food production and would like to explore rainwater collection
programs for residential properties. Working with the District of Ucluelet and
Ucluelet First Nation on policies regarding greenhouse infrastructure.

ACRD staff advised that they are working on building bylaw updates, which will
capture greenhouses and temporary structures.

The Motion was MOVED and SECONDED

THAT the Agriculture Development Committee recommend to the ACRD Board of
Directors to introduce greenhouse building permit exemptions for residential use in the
ACRD building bylaw update and request that the Board encourage surrounding local
governments and First Nations to introduce greenhouse building permit exemptions.
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

i Spirit Square Farmers’ Market — S. Rymer (included in agenda). Young Agrarians
were at the Market to educate the public. May 2" plant/seedling sale with the
young entrepreneurs from the Heartwood Learning Community. Star from
Morning Star Wollen has gone through all of the hoops to be able to sell meat
at the Farmers Markets. Required to have plug in freezers and will be looking
for funding for more freezers.

j. Port Alberni Port Authority, Dock + Food Processing Hub — C. Addy (included in
agenda). Very busy at the Dock +, Nova Harvest getting ready to start high
pressure processor. In May will be hosting an Open House, Minister Popham
has been invited. Ice machine is going to be operating soon. Less interruptions
and quality product.

k. Coastal Foods Roundtable, Tofino Community Food Initiative — Erika on behalf
of Katie Miles. Seedy Sunday on May 3™ — lots of vendors with free compost
and free lunch. Also held Coastal Foods Roundtable recently and had Kwantlen
Polytechnic University in attendance. Great turnout, including Amy Needham.
4-H — P. Radcliffe (included in agenda). Regional public speaking event was held
on April 11t Participants from Comox to Victoria. Excellent turnout and
thanked Fall Fair and Five Acre Shaker for the space. Will advertise 4-H at the



13.

14.

15.

Fall Fair and through schools. Registration will be open in the fall with program
starting in January. Lisa hosted a 4H participant to share knowledge on her
farm.

The Motion was MOVED and SECONDED
THAT the Agricultural Development Committee receives the reports a-I.

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

OTHER BUSINESS (including Late Items)

Kwantlen Polytechnic University is hosting workshops for their Bi-Regional Food System
Project, four workshops in the Alberni Valley and four workshops on the west coast.
Working their way across the island, and now in the ACRD. Amy Needham is working
closely with Kwantlen as per the direction of the Board. May 7" and May 30 are the
next set of workshops.

Sproat Lake Official Community Plan Open House is on May 4.
Sproat Lake Community Association is holding a Water Fair soon (date not confirmed).

QUESTION PERIOD

ADJOURN
The Motion was MOVED and SECONDED

THAT this meeting be adjourned at 2:47 pm.

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
Certified Correct:
Joanne Priestland, Heather Zenner,
Chairperson Manager of Administrative Services

10



City Hall - 4850 Argyle Street - Port Alberni, BC - V9Y 1V8

Y S ————— e

~ O_ céé theMa_or _ Phone: 250.723.2146
04) Q? ﬁl f ) Fax: 250.723.1003
ortalberni.ca

7 ALB¢ P

Our File No. 0400-60-ACRD
May 21, 2026

Board of Directors
Alberni-Clayoquot Regional District
3008 5th Avenue

Port Alberni, BC VY 2E3

By email: jjack@acrd.bc.ca

Attn: Board of Directors
Re: Agricultural Land Commission Referrals to the Agricultural Advisory Committee
Dear Chair and Members of the Board,

Thank you for your April 24, 2026 letter requesting Council direct administration to refer all
Agricultural Land Commission applications within city limits through the Agricultural Advisory
Committee for input.

We write to advise that at its Regular meeting of May 11, 2026, Council resolved as follows:

MOVED AND SECONDED, THAT Council direct administration to refer Agricultural Land
Commission applications within the City of Port Alberni to the Alberni-Clayoquot Regional District
Agricultural Advisory Committee for comment, where applicable, prior to final Council
consideration.

CARRIED | Res. No. 26-138

We appreciate the Alberni-Clayoquot Regional District’s continued collaboration on matters
related to agricultural land protection and look forward to ongoing dialogue.

Yours truly
CITY OF PORT ALBERNI

e

&

Sharie Minions
Mayor

(o4 D.Sailland, CAO, ACRD
A. McGifford, CAO
S. Darling, Director of Corporate Services
R. Macauley, Director of Finance




Subject: AVICC Resolutions

Good morning,
Just providing an update that the two resolutions submitted to AVICC were endorsed and
will automatically be brought to UBCM for consideration at their AGM and Convention in

September.

LAND USE R36 - Short Term Rentals on ALR Land (Alberni-Clayoquot RD)- ENDORSED
COMMUNITY SAFETY R39 - CC-130H Hercules Fleet (Alberni-Clayoquot RD)- ENDORSED

The full Resolutions Disposition can be found at LEGISLATION.

Bestregards,

Cynthia Dick (She/her) (Learn why pronouns matter)

General Manager of Administrative Services — Alberni-
Clayoquot Regional District

A 3008 Fifth Avenue, Port Alberni, BC V9Y 2E3

0 250.720.2706 C 250.206.3572 W acrd.bc.ca

1 am honoured to work, live, and play in the territory of the
Nuun-chah-nulth People.

Please consider the environment before printing this email

This email is confidential and may be privileged. Any use of
this email by an unintended recipient is probibited. If you
receive this email in error please notify me immediately and
delete it.

Nawl {
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More Choice. More Control.
More Canada:

The National Food Security Strategy

June 11, 2026

i+l
Agriculture and Agriculture et C r d
I ‘ l Agri-Food Canada  Agroalimentaire Canada a.nd a




National Food Security Strategy

© His Majesty the King in Right of Canada, as represented by the Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food, 2026

Electronic version available at https://agriculture.canada.ca/en/department/initiatives/national-food-security-strategy

AAFC no. 13373E
Catalogue no. A34-27/2026E-PDF
ISBN 978-0-662-33936-6

Paru également en frangais sous le titre

Plus de choix. Plus de contréle. Plus de Canada dans notre assiette :

La Stratégie nationale de sécurité alimentaire
https://agriculture.canada.ca/fr/ministere/initiatives/strategie-nationale-securite-alimentaire

For more information reach us at agriculture.canada.ca or call us toll-free 1-855-773-0241.
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More Choice. More Control. More Canada.

Canada’s future food security will be based on our ability to build a system where food is
more affordable, where we reduce our dependence on other countries, and where we are
less affected by external circumstances. To do that, we need three things:

First, we need more choice

Farmers need more places to sell their products. Smaller independent grocers
need more places to source product for their stores so that they can compete with
large retailers. Consumers need more affordable choices when they shop, and
people in rural, remote and northern communities need better access to fresh
produce at reasonable prices.

Second, we need more control

We need to reduce our dependence on other countries by processing more of the
food we grow and use new technologies to grow the foods we cannot currently grow
at scale year-round. Farmers need more control by having access to the crop input
products they need for productivity, and the ability to have greater control of
transferring their farms to the next generation.

Finally, greater choice and control will mean More Canada.
More food that is grown here. More food that is processed here. More food on store
shelves from here. And more workers in the Canadian agri-food sector.

15



More Choice, More Control, More Canada: The National Food Security Strategy
brings real, everyday benefits to Canadians across the food system.

It means growing, processing, and selling more of our food here — so Canadians aren’t
paying the price every time something goes wrong somewhere else.

e Canadian families will see lower prices at the grocery store, greater choice in where
to shop and what to buy. It will mean that more of the products they buy will come
from local producers and food processors based in Canada. And it will mean that
rural and northern communities will have greater access to year-round fruits and
vegetables.

e Farmers will have more opportunities to sell their food closer to where it is grown
and be able to get better prices. They will not have to wait as long to get access to
new products such as fertilizers and pest control technologies that make them more
productive and allow them to compete on an even playing field with producers in
other countries. And it will be easier to transfer family farms to the next generation of
farmers.

e Independent grocers and other vendors will not have to rely as much on buying
from wholesalers run by their competitors, which makes it hard for them to compete
against the large chains. It means they can work together with others to share the
cost of things like cold storage and transportation to reduce costs and pass savings
along.

e Food and beverage manufacturers will have better access to targeted programs
and new financing that support growth at all stages so that they can innovate and
grow in scale. Their growth will reduce our dependence on others to process the food
farmers produce and increase the exports that lead to jobs and economic
opportunity.

e The Controlled Environment Agriculture sector will be able to grow more
vegetables and fruits in more places, making Canada less dependent on imports of
these products. And they will be able to do so at a lower cost, thanks to automation
and lower energy use, which will make their products more affordable for
consumers.
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Context

In the face of rising food prices that are making it harder for many Canadians and their
families to access sufficient nutritious food at an affordable price, the Government has
already taken significant actions to make groceries more affordable immediately. This
National Food Security Strategy goes further, with a series of new initiatives to address the
structural causes of food insecurity that are affecting Canadians across the country,
particularly the most vulnerable.

At the same time, global geopolitical developments are adding further pressure to food
systems and prices, compounding the challenges faced domestically. The conflictin the
Middle East is increasing the price of the fertilizer and fuel required to grow and transport
food. A quarter of the globally traded nitrogen used in fertilizer travels through the Strait of
Hormuz, while fuel and fertilizer represent more than half of the cost of producing an acre
of a crop like corn. In addition, diesel price increases are making it more expensive to
transport food by truck.

Figure 1: Grocery prices rose sharply and at a higher rate compared to other items
following the pandemic.

Year to year price level change
12%
10%
8%
6%

4%

~ | ||I|||||I
o%llllllllll II

-2%
2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

H All-items mFood
Source: Statistics Canada, 18-10-0005-01.

Canada is the world’s ninth largest exporter of agri-food products, exporting approximately
$100 billion worth annually, with wheat and processed grain products alone accounting for
almost $22 billion.

Canada is, however, also the world’s eleventh largest importer of agricultural products and
agri-food. The United States is Canada’s largest agri-food trading partner, accounting for
over 61% of our exports and more than half of our imports.
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While Canada grows and harvests a great deal of primary products and produces

significant livestock, our food system is not isolated from the impacts of geopolitical
conflict, tariffs, and climate change that impact farmers and consumers.

The Russian invasion of Ukraine led to immediate global price increases in 2022. Canada
imported over a third (35%) of the $9.8 billion our farmers spent on fertilizers in 2023. This
reliance on imported fertilizer increases Canada’s vulnerability to geopolitical conflicts,
which can disrupt supply and increase domestic prices. Current United States tariff policy
also impacts prices for Canadian consumers. About half of all Canadian food imports and
many critical inputs come through the United States. The result is that when the United
States puts tariffs on other countries, food importers in Canada pay additional costs that
are passed on to consumers. The government’s priority remains to establish a new
economic relationship with the United States and strengthen our collaboration with
reliable trading partners around the world.

Weather events can have significant impacts on food prices. The Organisation for
Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) estimates that by mid-century, climate
change could lower global corn yields by 16%, and rice and wheat yields by 7%, resulting in
global price increases of 26% for wheat, 28% for corn, and 31% for rice. In 2021, drought
conditions in the Prairies led to the rise in prices for wheat-based food products. According
to Statistics Canada, wheat production dropped 37% as a result of the 2021 drought,
compared with production the previous year.

Domestic Drivers of Food Affordability and Vulnerabilities

Many of the drivers of food prices are global issues beyond Canada’s ability to directly
control (i.e. geopolitical conflicts, tariffs, climate change). The drivers of food inflation in
Canada are the same factors seen around the world. Canada’s food price inflation since
January 2020 (31%) has been consistent with other G7 countries: United Kingdom (39%),
Germany (39%), Japan (31%), United States (32%), Italy (31%) and France (27%). However,
there are areas where we can take action at home that will lead to a more affordable and
more resilient food system. Through this strategy, we are taking these actions.

Canada’s domestic food supply chain faces cost pressures at each stage of production.
The graphic below shows how much of each dollar Canadians spend on food is allocated
to costs along each step of the supply chain (excluding restaurants) and some of the key
pressures.
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Figure 2: Food Supply Chain Elements and Pressures
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For every dollar that Canadians spent on domestically produced food in 2022, about
23 cents went to food processors, about 16 cents went to food retailers, and about
11 cents went to Canadian farmers’. Although food processing accounts for the largest

share of domestic food costs (excluding restaurants), it does not mean that processors are
making the most profit or contributing more to food price inflation. It does mean that their
costs are higher than other stages along the supply chain and targeted efforts to reduce
their costs may then have greaterimpact in reducing the final price a consumer pays.

Another key observation is that transportation accounts for a higher share of consumer
food spending in Canada compared to the United States (7% vs. 4.6%). Despite claims
from some that carbon pricing is increasing the price of food, the reality is that the
Government of Canada has already removed the consumer carbon price and as
independent analysis has confirmed, industrial carbon pricing does not apply to most
farms or the transportation they rely on, and has a negligible impact on food prices.

Lack of Competition

There are a small number of large companies that control a huge proportion of the market
along Canada’s supply chain (i.e. retail, wholesale, processing) that make it harder for
small and medium sized businesses to compete. When one of these large companies
faces anissue in their operations, it can also have a significantimpact on overall supply
and lead to spikes in prices.

Concerns specific to grocery chains are underlined in the findings of the Competition
Bureau's 2023 market study, which found that five major grocers dominate the retail food
market, controlling the vast majority of grocery supply to Canadians. The current retail
landscape reflects significant consolidation: since 1986, a series of 15 mergers reduced
the number of major grocers from eight to five.

1 Based on AAFC preliminary estimates using the 2022 Supply and Use Tables (most recent data available
that covers each step in the food supply chain in detail).
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Figure 3: Concentrated grocery retail in Canada

e Thetop 5 grocery retailers, Loblaw, Metro,
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Agricultural Service

Because of this consolidation, it is hard for smaller grocers to compete in the marketplace
effectively. Restrictive real estate clauses (also called property controls) limit the types of
businesses that may open on a given property. In the case of grocery stores, the large
retailers may negotiate clauses that restrict other smaller grocery stores from operating on
the same property, or limit specific product categories (i.e. meats, bakery, full-service
groceries). In June 2023, the Competition Bureau’s Grocery Market Study Report flagged
property controls as a barrier that can reduce competition and make it harder for new
grocery stores to open.

The Bureau formally launched an investigation on March 1, 2024. The
Commissioner stated that certain lease-related restrictions may be designed to limit
potential tenants and could be hampering competition in the grocery market.

Independent grocers compete with major chains, but many also rely on the distribution
networks of the major chains. This means that many independent grocers have limited
options and must pay the mark-ups from larger competitors for the products they then sell
to Canadians.

While concentration in the grocery sector has received recent attention, consolidation
exists at all levels of Canada’s food system, sometimes at the expense of producers and
consumers. During public consultations, stakeholders have noted that the lack of
competition was particularly concerning in markets such as fertilizers, meat processing,
grain shipping, and wholesale grocery distribution.
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At the primary level, farmers in Canada have repeatedly identified concerns about
consolidation, with concentration in markets for fertilizer, agricultural retail, seeds and

chemicals seen as having the biggest negative impact.
In food processing, concentration is also relatively high within key sub-sectors:

e Formany pre-packaged food products sold in Canada, four to eight companies
frequently compose nearly 90% of sales.

e Two firms control approximately 85-90% of federally inspected beef slaughterin
Canada.

e Processing of hogs is only slightly more diverse with 70% market share controlled by
four firms in 2019.

Recent amendments to strengthen the Competition Act provide a basis to be more
proactive and have more tools to support competition going forward.

Processing Capacity

The food, seafood, and beverage processing industry is the largest manufacturing sector in
Canada, and a critical link between agri-food production and both domestic and global
markets. It provides about 70% of all processed food and beverage products consumed
domestically, while also being the largest purchaser of Canadian agricultural production,
providing a strong foundation to expand value-added production for both domestic and
export markets.

Despite its current size, Canada does not process nearly as much of the food that is grown
or harvested in Canada as it could. Instead, this food is exported to other countries to be
processed. This decreases our food sovereignty, and it also means that we lose out on
potential economic gains of processing the

food in Canada. Canada has a large food processing industry
but the relative size of our food processing
e Theindustry’s structure makes it hard to sector, compared to our primary agriculture
grow. A small number of large firms sector, is smaller than many of our
account for most output, while only 7% of peers. The GDP of Canada’s food processing

sector is only 10% larger than the GDP of
Canadian primary agriculture, whereas food

processing GDP is 30% larger than the
companies do not have the capital to invest primary agriculture sector in France, and

establishments are medium-sized (Figure
4). This is because many medium-sized

in technology and to become large enough 70% larger in both the US and Germany.
to compete in export markets.
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e Micro and small firms play important roles in communities across Canada, but they
also often lack access to capital to scale and expand to a national level.

Figure 4: Food and Beverage Processing Establishments by Size, 2025.

1%

m Micro (1-4 employees)

m Small (5-99 employees)

= Medium (100-499 employees)
66% Large (more than 500 employees)

Source: Statistics Canada, Business Register.

While the food processing sector as a whole is quite large, there are areas where Canada
has limited capacity. In some areas, Canadian consumption relies heavily on imported

processed foods, such as for tinned and frozen fruits and vegetables, pre-packaged goods,
or packaging.

Meat

e Although Canada is a leader in animal production, there is not enough domestic
processing capacity to match it. As a result, Canada relies on external processing,
which can raise food costs and weaken food self-sufficiency.

e Forexample, in 2025, 24% of live hogs and 20% of live cattle were exported to the
United States. At the same time, Canada relies on imported beef (26% of consumption)
and imported pork (30% of consumption) to meet demand.

S
@ Vegetable Processing
—

e Canadais a significant producer of vegetables, especially potatoes; however, gaps in

domestic processing capacity limit the ability to fully process these products, making
us more dependent on others.
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For example, Canada is a major grower of tomatoes and exporter of fresh tomatoes with
over $724 million in fresh tomato exports in 2025. At the same time, Canada imports
significant quantities of processed tomato products to meet Canadian consumer

demand, with over $511 million in imported processed tomato products in 2025.

Overall, 45% of the preserved fruit and vegetables that Canadians consume come from
imports, with 58% of those imports coming from the United States.

% Fish and Seafood

Canada has a strong fish and seafood sector. In spite of this, imports of prepared and
packaged seafood products exceed $2.5 billion annually. Imports represent the
majority of processed seafood consumed in Canada, despite us being a major producer
of high quality seafood.

What domestic fish and seafood processing capacity Canada does have, is highly
concentrated in just a few locations. Many coastal, northern, remote, and Indigenous
communities lack sufficient local processing, cold storage, and logistics infrastructure,
thereby limiting domestic availability, increasing costs, and reducing self-sufficiency.

Import Dependencies

(j? Fruit and Vegetables

Canada is similar to countries such as Germany, Japan, or France in that climate,
seasonal growing limits and agricultural specialization means that not enough fruits
and vegetables are produced year-round to meet the full dietary needs and
recommended consumption levels of Canadians.

o Canadians rely on imports for 88% of the fresh fruit and nuts that they consume
and 72% of vegetables, with 40% coming from the United States.

= Bycomparison, the United States depends on imports only about half as
much as Canada does to meet its own vegetable supply needs.

= Together, fresh fruit and vegetables account for about 15% of average
grocery spending by Canadians.

12
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o In 2024, there were a total of 974 commercial greenhouse vegetable operations in
Canada producing 866,484 metric tons of vegetables and generating $2.7 billion in
sales. This represented a 5% increase in production compared to 2023. Ontario led
the greenhouse vegetable sector in 2024, representing 72% of the total production
in Canada, followed by British Columbia and Quebec, with 13% and 9%
respectively. Other provinces accounted for the remaining 6%.

= Greenhouse production is, however, heavily concentrated in terms of what
is grown (cucumbers, tomatoes, and peppers account for 96% of
greenhouse production), where it is grown (over 85% of production takes
place in Ontario and British Columbia), and where it is sold (about 71% of
sales by value goes to the United States).

= In addition, the development of new varietals suitable for growing indoors
and high costs of labour and energy are key barriers limiting what is grown
and where.

Regulatory approaches that increase cost and limit growth

Canada is recognized around the world as having a strong, science-based regulatory
system for food. While the regulatory system does contribute to our safe food supply and
access to foreign markets, delays and inefficiencies within the system can drive up costs
for producers, limiting their ability to expand and reducing competition. This has
implications for food security and consumer prices within Canada.

e Navigating the regulatory requirements at the federal, provincial, and municipal levels
can be challenging for agriculture businesses. This results in increased costs, reduced
investment incentive and production.

e Regulations are intended to correct market failures and protect the public interestin
terms of safety, health, and the environment; however, if unchecked, the accumulation
of regulations over time can impose costs to many businesses and drive up prices. A
2025 Statistics Canada study suggested that accumulation of federal regulatory
requirements from 2006-2021 is associated with a reduction in Canadian GDP growth
by 1.7% and business investment by 9%.

o Regulatory requirements at the municipal and provincial level exacerbate the
complexity of the system, further increasing costs.
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According to agri-food stakeholders:

o This inefficiency imposes unnecessary costs when making new food products.
These costs are then passed on through higher prices for consumers.

o The regulatory processes can undermine growth without always resulting in
increased health or safety benefits.

How Other Countries are Strengthening Food Self-Sufficiency

Other countries are moving aggressively to advance their own food security strategies.

These countries are investing at multiple points in their supply chain. This includes

investments in food processing modernization and innovation, controlled environment and
precision agriculture, and distribution and transportation. Some have established clear
targets for food self-sufficiency. For example:

The Netherlands maintains one of the strongest agricultural knowledge and innovation
system structures in the OECD. The €20-billion ($32 billion CAD) National Growth Fund
focuses on precision agriculture, controlled-environment production, processing, and
logistics. Many of these investments are channeled through the Dutch Greenport
model, which groups controlled-environment agriculture (CEA) together to leverage
shared infrastructure, energy, logistics, and innovation spillovers.

France’s 2023 Fruit and Vegetable Sovereignty Plan aims to increase domestic supply
by 5 percentage points by 2030 and 10 percentage points by 2035. Supported by €400
million ($640 million CAD) in public investment over two years, these investments are
complemented by policies to strengthen processing through competitiveness clusters,
linking companies, researchers, and producers to major public funding streams, and
improvements to food distribution via Territorial Food Projects, which align production,
processing, logistics, and public procurement within regional food systems.

Japan plans to increase its calorie-based food self-sufficiency rate from 38% to 45% by
2030 through a coordinated package of legislative reforms, smart agriculture and
productivity-enhancing technologies, and scale-up of CEA. Japan is investing ¥46.72
billion ($400 million CAD) through an agri-tech accelerator fund and complementary
grants, rapidly expanding vertical and indoor farms, with the number of facilities
growing by approximately 15% annually since 2020.

These strategies include clear governance and accountability, such as legislated food

security strategies and reporting as a means of sustaining long-term policy focus.
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Actions Underway to Address Food Affordability and Security

The Government of Canada has taken a series of recent
actions to make life more affordable for Canadians and to
strengthen domestic food production and competition to
build a more resilient, affordable economy for the future.

In the face of food price inflation, the government has:

e Established the Canada Groceries and Essentials
Benefit, which will provide support to more than 12
million low and modest-income Canadians. These
automatic payments will deliver support of up to $950
for individuals, and $1,890 for families with two
children in the 2026-27 benefit year.

e Made the National School Food Program permanent,
with $216.6 million annually starting in 2029-30 to
provide healthy meals to up to 400,000 more children
every year and saving participating families an average
of $800 per year.

e Announced a $20 million investment for the purchase
and distribution of food by national, regional, and local
organizations across Canada to support people facing
food insecurity, as part of a new Community Support
Stream delivered through the Local Food
Infrastructure Fund.

Supply management is fundamental to
Canadian self-sufficiency for dairy, egg,
and poultry products at stable prices.
These high-quality products are
produced and processed here at home,
contributing to Canada's rural vitality
and food sovereignty.

Under supply management, farm
production is aligned with domestic
demand, setting a fairincome for
producers and allowing for a stable
supply for consumers. Through
initiatives like the Supply Management
Processing Investment Fund and the
Poultry and Egg On-Farm Investment
Program, the Government supports
investments in dairy, poultry, and egg
production and processing facilities that
improve productivity, efficiency, and
food safety, including new or expanded
infrastructure and the purchase of new
automated equipment and
technologies.

To improve the security of Canada’s food supply through measures to support domestic

food production and processing, the Government of Canada has:

e Implemented targeted tax measures such as the Productivity Super-Deduction - a set

of enhanced tax incentives covering all new capital investments to allow businesses to

write off a larger share of the cost of investments right away. This makes it more

attractive to invest in machinery, equipment, technology and other productivity-

enhancing assets —improving Canada’s competitiveness.

e Enabled immediate expensing for new or expanded greenhouse construction to

reduce upfront costs and boost domestic supply of fresh produce.
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e Worked with provinces and territories to finalize the Grocery Code of Conduct in

January 2026, strengthening transparency and fair dealings across the value chain, and
working to improve supplier-retailer relationships.

e Temporarily suspended the Fuel Excise Tax on gasoline and diesel across Canada,
from April 20, 2026, until September 7, 2026, which will reduce costs of fuel by
10 cents per litre on regular gasoline and 4 cents on diesel.

e Amended the Competition Act to better enable the Competition Bureau to take action
on property controls that limit opportunities as to where many independent food
retailers can operate, thus reducing choice for consumers, and will continue to engage
provinces and territories to encourage the adoption of further measures within their
jurisdiction to eliminate harmful applications of this practice.

e |[nitiated recurring Red Tape Review Progress Reports to accelerate the removal of
outdated or unnecessary regulations across the Government of Canada which will lead
to greater transparency, less regulatory burden and barriers to trade, and a faster, more
efficient regulatory system for everyone.

e Taken steps to strengthen domestic supply chains, speed up critical infrastructure
projects, improve competitiveness, and reduce barriers to internal trade and labour
mobility through “One Canadian Economy” and the Major Projects Office.

The Government of Canada is making it easier for young farmers to enter the sector,
access financing, and take over family operations. Recent measures to facilitate farm
succession include increasing the Lifetime Capital Gains Exemption to $1.25 million for
qualified farm property and, starting in 2026, indexing to inflation — in addition to continuing
to help facilitate intergenerational farm transfers on a tax-deferred basis.

The Government maintained the Advance Payment Program’s interest-free limit at
$250,000 for all non-canola advances for the 2026 program year to improve producer cash
flow during the growing and marketing season, when this support is most beneficial. The
measure is expected to provide approximately $37.4 million in additional interest savings to
about 8,600 producers in 2026. This is in addition to the $500,000 interest-free limit for
2025 and 2026 canola advances that was announced in September 2025 in response to
tariffs on canola products, which is expected to provide approximately $31.2 million in
additionalinterest savings to about 6,000 producers in 2026. The Government will continue
to assess the evolving financial and market conditions facing producers to determine
whether the Advance Payments Program is meeting their needs.
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The Spring Economic Update also announced
measures to expand access to hands-on experience
and on-the-job training so young people can build
the skills they need to confidently enter the labour

market, including through recruiting, training, and
hiring 80,000 to 100,000 new Red Seal skilled trades,
introducing a redesigned apprenticeship grant, and
enhancing the Labour Mobility Deduction. These
workers will be key to enabling the growth of the
sector by building what is needed, where itis
needed.

Through ongoing collaboration with domestic and
international partners, Canada is advancing the
development and application of agricultural science.
This work enables farmers and producers to access

Technology and Innovation
Supporting Canada’s Food System

Advanced technologies—including Al,
automation, and data-enabled tools—
are strengthening the productivity and
resilience of Canada’s food system.
Precision agriculture and smart farms
are helping producers reduce input use
and address labour shortages, with
Al-enabled targeted spraying allowing
crop protection products to be applied
only where needed. Federal data and
digital tools are also improving
planning, decision-making, and access
to programs across the agri-food sector.

the latest knowledge and technologies that underpin sector productivity and food security.
Canada works with other countries to build scientific collaborations in research areas such
as gene editing, precision agriculture, and production systems. Strengthening partnerships

with trusted partners will enhance food production capacity, support long-term sector

growth, and help build a more resilient and self-sufficient food system for all Canadians.

The government continues to prioritize producers and the essential roles that they play,

including through the existing cost-shared $3.5 billion-dollar, five-year Sustainable

Canadian Agriculture Partnership. The Government of Canada is working with provinces

and territories on a successor Agreement that will begin in April 2028 to ensure farmers

can compete and thrive in a global marketplace for years to come.

Working in Partnership with Indigenous Peoples

The Government of Canada is committed to working directly with Indigenous partners to

advance self-determination and improve access to store-bought foods, traditionally

hunted and harvested foods, and locally produced food. Actions proposed as part of

Canada’s National Food Security Strategy build on ongoing whole-of-government work

with Indigenous Peoples to co-develop solutions to strengthen food security.

In alignment with the Inuit Nunangat Policy, multiple departments and agencies are

working with Inuit partners to address barriers that limit the sale and trade of traditionally

harvested country foods.
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As committed in Budget 2025, a distinctions-based co-development process is underway
to ensure that Nutrition North Canada’s reform will strengthen community-driven solutions
to food sovereignty. The program previously expanded beyond a retail-based subsidy to
more broadly address food security by directly funding Indigenous organizations to deliver
harvesting and community food programs.

New Initiatives to have More Choice, More Control, and More
Canada

The National Food Security Strategy will make food more affordable, accessible, and will
ensure that more of it is produced here at home, strengthening our domestic resilience and
reducing our dependence on others.

New initiatives address the structural causes undermining a reliable and dependable food
supply — affecting Canadians across the country, particularly the most vulnerable.

It willimprove the way food is grown, moved, and sold to create more efficient supply
chains and remove unnecessary costs. It will drive productivity and innovation, creating
jobs and providing more options for those who want to buy Canadian.

By doing this, it will make Canada's food system more resilient, more affordable, and
more our own.

Key Performance Indicator

e Based on Canada’s Food Guide, the domestically-produced share of healthy food
available to Canadians will increase from 75% to 85%, by 2032.

Ensuring Competitive Prices, Choice and Affordability

Objective: Reducing the price of food for Canadian families by addressing the

@ factors that contribute to food price inflation, including retail and wholesale
concentration, large transportation costs, supply chain inefficiencies, and
unnecessary regulations.

To lower food costs and provide more options to consumers the Government will
establish a new 10-year $1 billion Food-Link Fund

e Canada currently has weaknesses in its food distribution systems, including limited
retail grocery competition, a lack of wholesale market alternatives, limited regional
18
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distributors, and gaps in refrigerated storage and transportation. These gaps raise costs
for consumers, limit access to Canadian food and increase spoilage.

Many independent grocers have to rely on major chains for both supply and distribution

—meaning they must rely on their vastly larger competitors for the products they sell to

Canadians. The Government will continue to consider options to promote greater

competition in the grocery sector.

Food Terminals

o Foodterminals and food hubs will help farmers and food businesses move locally
grown food more efficiently, making it easier for them to compete with large grocers

on price and reducing costs in food
distribution.

o By bringing many buyers and
sellers together, terminals help
independent grocers stay competitive
by giving them access to affordable
products without relying on supply
systems owned by large retail chains
and they expand access to fresh
produce in underserved communities.

o Food terminals serve as high-volume,

Established in 1954, The Ontario Food
Terminal (OFT) distributes nearly

2 billion pounds of fruits and vegetables
annually across Canada, serving roughly
5,000 registered buyers, including
independent grocers.

90% of food sold from the Warehouse
Farmer’s Market, part of the OFT, is produced
within 200 km. The OFT is Canada’s only food
terminal of this kind and fourth largest
terminal in North America.

public wholesale markets that aggregate food at scale and provide independent
retailers and institutions with an alternative to dominant grocery supply chains,
helping restore competition and stabilize prices.

o They also enable smaller retailers to source a wider range of items, such as
ethnocultural fruits and vegetables not typically found in large chains, and often
allow them to offer locally grown produce as soon as it comes into season,
sometimes more quickly and consistently than major supermarkets.

o Public investment would help projects overcome high upfront capital costs.

o Funds could be used to expand the Ontario Food Terminal and establish similar
Terminals elsewhere in regions that currently lack this public infrastructure and
where there are growing urban populations close to both areas of food
production and major transport corridors to support distribution.

Food Hubs

o Where full scale food terminals are not viable, commercial food hubs, which include

independent and cooperative retailers, will serve as distribution nodes,

consolidating supply and freight to lower costs and deliver competitively priced

food.
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Food hubs connect local producers to nearby buyers by managing the steps after

food leaves the farm, including .
Lufa Farms (QC) operates six urban farms

collecting products from multiple across Montreal and partners with 200+ local
producers, Storage, and delivery to farmers and food makers to fill their online
Marketplace with a selection of fresh, local,

stores, restaurants, institutions, and responsible groceries. Their fully customizable

consumers. baskets feed more than 30,000 households
between Quebec City and Ottawa each week,

Food hubs are particularly important with over 97% of their 2,000+ products sourced

in rural and remote areas, including from Canadian suppliers. By optimizing their

operations and innovating in the urban

northern and Arctic communities, agriculture space, they’ve been able to make

because they help overcome long 50 items (and counting) more affordable than
distances and high transportation major retailers.

costs by consolidating local supply, The Station Food Hub Company (NS) supplies
reducing spoilage, and improving value-added food products made from locally

sourced and surplus farm ingredients to
institutional buyers, distributing through
produced food. national food-service networks including Sysco
and Gordon Food Services.

reliable access to fresh, locally

Food hubs can increase local food
procurement by helping institutions overcome the complexity of coordinating many
small suppliers and simplifying purchasing processes.

In addition to capital, the program will support shared digital infrastructure and
operational capacity to improve logistics and coordination so food can move more
cheaply and efficiently, with less waste, to the people and places that need it most.

Investments would also support commercially-viable independent and cooperative
grocery and buying networks to develop, expand, or modernize shared distribution
capacity such as aggregating cold storage, trucking, and delivering food to the
consumer’s doorstep.

Funding will support the establishment of up to 20 to 40 hubs, offering a viable
alternative to major retail.

To drive competition, the Government will:

Strengthen the enforcement capacity of the Competition Bureau and Competition
Tribunal ($12.9 million per year ongoing) to increase the ability to carry out
enforcement, tackling a larger share of issues that come to the attention of the Bureau
and helping bring down consumer costs. These funds will build upon previous
enhancements to the Competition Act to strengthen competition across the agriculture
and agri-food supply chain.

In 2025, enforcement activity by the Competition Bureau has resulted
in $2.6 billion in annual savings.
20
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The Minister of Industry will leverage her new market study powers under the
Competition Act as needed to support the Competition Bureau undertaking a thorough
examination of the food supply chain. This examination will inform evidence-based
policy making and to help discern what areas to prioritize in potential enforcement
action.

To better protect the interests of consumers, the Government will:

Call on Provinces and Territories to implement standard unit pricing, as Quebec has
already done, to help Canadians find the lowest cost option, even when package sizes,
formats, or brands differ. Standardized unit pricing will increase transparency,
empowering consumers to make informed decisions.

Modernize the Personal Information Protection and Electronic Documents Act (PIPEDA)
to ensure Canadians’ personal information is used responsibly and transparently,
including to address emerging risks such as surveillance pricing.

o Inaddition, recent reforms to the Competition Act strengthened the Competition
Bureau’s ability to respond to practices that may limit competition, including
algorithmic collusion — the Bureau has since investigated the use of price-setting
software in two markets.

To help make it easier for young farmers to enter the sector, the Government will:

Further build on recent measures to support farm succession by doubling the
guaranteed loan limit and extending terms of the Canadian Agricultural Loans Act to
better support new entrants, as well as intergenerational farm transfers.

Launch a task force to examine potential supports for intergenerational farm transfers,
to better reflect the structure of modern farming operations.
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Key Performance Indicators

By end of 2026, agreement is reached with the Government of Ontario on an
expansion of the Ontario Food Terminal, including federal funding

By end of 2028, construction of two additional food terminals is underway

By end of 2028, ten food hubs are established or expanded and demonstrate lower
average prices for a standardized list of foods compared to major grocery retailers
in the same service area

By 2030, number of independent grocers who purchase from terminals or hubs
increases by 15%

By 2030, increase the proportion of local food sales by small and mid-sized
producers by 25%

Over 10% increase in number of Competition Bureau investigations open per year,
resulting in close to $350 million per year in consumer savings
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Processing Food Closer to Where it’s Grown to Lower Prices and

Create new Jobs

@ Objective: Process more food domestically to make Canada more self-

sufficient and drive economic growth

The Government will make transformational investments in Canada's food

manufacturing sector to strengthen Canada’s ability to process more Canadian-grown

food and encourage innovation across the food sector:

Through Innovation, Science and Economic Development Canada (ISED) and the
Regional Development Agencies, the Government will call on industry leaders inviting
them to put forward projects to improve the resilience and self-sufficiency in food
processing by building new capacity, modernizing existing capacity and strengthening
our support infrastructure. The Strategic Response Fund will launch an early wave of
its call for proposals in June 2026, followed by a second wave in the fall of 2026, in
conjunction with Regional Development Agencies.

. . Rainy River Grain Compan
o Tailored approach for the agri-food sector: y pany

has received funding
»  $350 million in existing funding under the

from FedNor to implement

Strategic Response Fund (SRF) for agri- upgrades, automation, and
food projects with contributions up to efficiency improvements in grain
$50 million drying and storage capacity to

diversify products and better
serve the Canadian market.

»=  $150 million in SRF existing funding to
support food-related national innovation
ecosystems.

o $150 million in new funding to the Regional Economic Growth through
Innovation program for agri-food project contributions up to $10 million.

$150 million in new funding for a Food Security Fund under the existing Regional Tariff
Response Initiative to support food-related SMEs and food-system organizations
expand domestic processing capacity, food production, storage, distribution and
delivery to communities.

Provide $100 million in new funding for Canada’s Global Innovation Clusters (GIC)
program, which supports Protein Industries Canada among other Clusters,
to establish a Collaborative Food Innovation Fund that brings industry together through
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a consortium model to support Canadian SMEs

and growth companies across the innovation
continuum. Funding will help Canadian

companies commercialize IP, domestic and global

demand for Canadian value-added ingredients
and food production, and expand the scope of
food production and processing in Canada

Identify and develop incentive packages for
investment attraction

o Building on existing investment attraction

work, coordinate across federal

departments to provide tailored outreach
and packages to encourage multinational
firms to make substantial investments in

Canada. These efforts will target 15-20
firms with the most promising
opportunities to invest in Canada.

Establish a new, $1 billion Agri-food Project
Finance Fund to be delivered by Farm Credit
Canadathatis dedicated to catalyzing value-

added, capital intensive high-potential projects for
the Canadian agri-food industry. This new Fund is
in addition to FCC investing $2 billion in Canadian

Avena Foods, a Regina-based
miller of oats and pulses, has
expanded as an ingredient
innovator with support from Protein

Industries Canada - one of
Canada's Global Innovation
Clusters. The partnership helped
Avena Foods accelerate R&D and
launch sustainable, nutritious,
allergy-friendly ingredients. With
$5.5 million in cluster funding and
$9.5 million from project partners,
including Big Mountain Foods,
Danone Canada, and Old Dutch,
Avena Foods has successfully
improved food and snack products
for the Canadian market while
reducing its environmental
footprint and expanding globally.

Kraft Heinz Canada committed to
investing $250 million to modernize
its Montreal-based plant to
increase production of its staple
food products, while Mars Canada
committed to $180 million in
upgrades across its Ontario
snacking food and pet food
manufacturing operations.

food and agriculture innovation, which has been supplemented by the previously

announced $5 billion commitment by a coalition of private sector investors.

Fisheries and Oceans Canada is working with provincial government partners to renew

the fisheries fund, in order to drive innovation and strengthen domestic production and

processing capacity across Canada’s fish and seafood sector.

Key Performance Indicators

e From 2027 to 2035, the GDP of the food processing industry, which currently
grows at an average of 1.6% per year, will grow at an average of 2.75% per year.

e Increase the proportion of processed food consumed in Canada that was

domestically produced from 70% to 80%.
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Growing Fruits and Vegetables Year-Round to Reduce Dependency

on Imported Food

Objective: Increase the production and efficiency of fruits and vegetables
grown year-round so Canada becomes less dependent on imports

To build on existing greenhouse successes and
grow fruits and vegetables year-round, the
Government will invest:

e $750 million over 7 years in the Controlled

Environment Agriculture Growth Pathway through
two streams that will increase our ability to grow

fruits and vegetables:

CEA Technology Adoption Stream
($650 million over 7 years)

o Support producers in the adoption of
technologies (e.g. automation, robotics,
lighting and digital growing tools) that will

reduce energy and operating costs for CEA
production, including upgrades to existing

facilities and new builds.

o Ensure growers have proven systems to
competitively grow a broader range of
produce and scale with confidence.

Expanding Local Food Production in rural and

northern communities ($100 million over 7 years)
o Supportrural and northern communities to
develop and implement solutions that work

best to address their unique challenges.

Key Performance Indicators

Greenhouse strawberry
production illustrates the growth
possibilities of a concerted
effort as strawberry production
has nearly tripled since 2020,
from 2.5 million kilograms to
more than 7.5 million kilograms
worth $75.2 million in 2024.

Between 2021 and 2025,

GoodLeaf Farms

(AB, ON, QC) raised over

$200 million in funding, expanding
from one facility in Guelph to
additional operations in Calgary and
Montreal. These three facilities
produce a combined ~ 5 million
pounds of leafy greens annually.

Since 2019, the community-led and
operated Naurvik plant production
research project in Gjoa Haven, NU
is using renewable energy
approaches to produce vegetables,
herbs, berries and flowers in a
container farm and in cold frame
structures deployed outdoors.

e Double Controlled Environment Agriculture production value sold to the
Canadian market from $774 million in 2024 to $1.55 billion in 2032

e Reduce our dependence on imported crops that can be grown through controlled

environment agriculture by 20% by 2032

e Reduce labour and energy costs of controlled environment agriculture production

by 10%-20% by 2032
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Regulatory approaches that reduce costs and grow the economy
while protecting health and safety

Objective: Lowering costs, while protecting health and safety, through
removing regulatory barriers and improving service standards

Canada’s science-based regulatory system is strong and has been an important part

of developing our world-class reputation in terms of food safety and ability to export. At the
same time, industry stakeholders are concerned about administrative burden, complexity,
and long approval times for new products and technologies. By discouraging investment
and increasing Canada’s reliance on imports, these barriers can have a directimpact on
food supply and affordability.

To remove barriers that raise costs and hold back innovation and investment in
Canada’s food system, the Government will:

Amend the Canadian Food Inspection Agency Act and the Pest Control Products Act to
include consideration of food security and cost of food without compromising health and
safety. This shift will unlock higher agricultural productivity and strengthen Canada’s food
self-sufficiency.

The Government will also give growers and livestock producers access to more and
potentially lower cost inputs to increase their competitiveness. This will benefit consumers
by increasing the stability of the food supply and by making food production more cost-
effective. Specifically, the Government will:

e Eliminate backlogs and speed up approvals for seed, feed, fertilizers, and veterinary
biologics ($11.3 million over 4 years).

e To protect Canada’s food security and support
economic growth, new powers would allow for
the temporary use of certain pesticides
under specific conditions where the
Government considers it necessary to protect
Canada's food security or economic security.

This work will result in tangible
benefits for producers by
accelerating vaccine approvals for
the livestock sector (e.g. cattle,
sheep, pigs, poultry, fish), and
probiotics for poultry that are
available in Europe, but not yet

e Reduce regulatory burdens and complexities approved in Canada.

that cause unnecessary delays and hinder the
predictable availability of pesticide products.

e Work with other trusted jurisdictions to share science and evidence to support
expedited registration of critical farm inputs and ensure Canada can benefit from
product approvals in other countries.
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o This was recently demonstrated with the Government of Australia and the
Government of Canada agreeing to cooperate on agricultural inputs and regulatory
reviews to support economic resilience, trade, and Indo-Pacific prosperity.

Explore opportunities to better connect Atlantic Canada’s potential for natural gas
resource development with evolving fertilizer supply needs. Ongoing dialogue with
industry and provincial partners could help inform whether conditions exist to support
future development opportunities in this area.

To increase internal trade and purchasing of Canadian food the Government will:

Reduce administrative complexity for up to
4,000 provincially-licensed food establishments,
including abattoirs, by giving them hands-on
guidance to meet federal food requirements

A small, powdered soymilk plant
now has a federal licence that
enables it to move up the value
chain and process Canadian

ongoing). This allows these establishments to for export. Potential sales are in
seize new market opportunities, while also the millions of dollars annually.

providing Canadians with a greater selection of
domestically produced food products.

Give provincial abattoirs and small livestock producers a time-limited, targeted
exemption from the Safe Food for Canadians Regulations to allow them to address
regional shortages of slaughter capacity. This will boost support for local farmers and
rural Canadians and make meat more accessible and affordable for Canadians by
reducing the federal administrative burden and duplication through leveraging
provincial and territorial food rules where appropriate.

Make it easier for Canadians to find Canadian food products when shopping.

Lever the federal government’s purchasing power, through the recently renewed
National Food and Beverage Procurement Strategy and the Buy Canadian Policy
Framework, to support a stable market for domestically produced and processed food.

Work with provinces and territories to promote buying Canadian food in public
procurement.

Key Performance Indicators

e Eliminate CFIA and Pesticides Regulatory Directorate (PRD) approval backlog by
end of 2026

e Reduce average time for future approvals at both CFIA and PRD by at least one
third
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Kristin Kerr-Donohue

From: Ministry of Agriculture and Food <agriservicebc@gov.bc.ca>
Sent: July 8, 2026 4:30 PM

To: Amy Needham

Subject: Islands Regional Newsletter

[CAUTION] This email originated from outside of the ACRD

ot - AgriService

Islands Edition

Regional Newsletter

Feature of the Month:
e Table grape opportunity assessment identifies Vancouver Island potential
Flood, Drought, and Wildfire Preparedness:

e Peakirrigation season with limited water
o BC wildfire watch

Upcoming Events:

e July 9: Livestock Producer Roundtable Webinar
o July 15: Maximizing Yield and Nutrition for the Ecologically Minded Grower
o July 28: Webinar: Indigenous Agricultural Development Network
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Programs and Services:

e The Ministry of Agriculture and Food programs and services
o For a full list of programs and services offered by the BC Ministry of
Agriculture and Food including those currently accepting applications
please see our Programs and services - Province of British Columbia
web page.

e Intakes now open
o PacifiCan: Regional Innovation Ecosystems Program
o Beneficial Management Practices Program - Extreme Weather: Plans &

Assessments
e Intakes closing soon
o Foodtech Frontier

Business Risk Management Programs:

o AgriStability
e Production Insurance

Resources and Services:

e Agricultural Land Inventory

e New soil health assessment tools

e B.C. agriculture and seafood statistics publications

e Cariboo silvopasture planning demonstrations

e Dairy Barn Cooling Factsheets

e Health and wellness in the agriculture industry

e Organic BC Podcast: Grazing-Based Approaches to Invasive Weed Control
e Pesticide application by drone not yet permitted in B.C.

Table grape opportunity assessment
identifies Vancouver Island potential
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Bite into a large, crisp grape from your local grocer and you're likely tasting fruit from
the U.S., Chile or elsewhere abroad. Most table grapes sold in Canada are imported
but the BC Table Grape Growers’ Association (BCTGGA) sees opportunities to increase
their share of the market.

Vancouver Island’s mild coastal climate is identified as a potential growing region for
traditional green seedless grape varieties such as Thompson seedless. While we can't
compete with imports in volume, there is an opportunity to produce high quality, fresh
seasonal grapes that appeal to the loyal ‘island-grown’ clientele. In addition to
traditional green varieties there are several newer pink varieties with high consumer
appeal.

Key steps for moving the crop forward include variety trials and grower education.
Table grape yields have benefitted from new trellising and canopy management
approaches as well as precision irrigation techniques. As with any new crop, there's a
learning curve, but the BCTGGA is interested in finding growers to expand production.

Contact Jane Johnston, President BCTGGA (avocavineyards@shaw.ca) for more
information.

Opportunity Assessment for BC Table Grapes
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Flood, Drought, and

Wildfire Preparedness

Peak irrigation season with limited
water

In July, water demand can be at its highest, and the day-to-day choices you make now
have a big impact on how your operation carries through the dry weeks ahead.
Regardless of a watershed's formal drought level, producers are experiencing dry
conditions across the province. Fine-tuning irrigation, working together as a
community, and keeping an eye on local conditions helps stretch available supplies
when they matter most.

e Check current conditions in your area on the B.C. Drought Information Portal or by
signing up to the B.C. Drought and Water Scarcity Bulletin.

e Dial in your irrigation timing with the Agriculture Irrigation Scheduling Calculator. It
uses local weather data from the B.C. AgriWeather network, 5-day forecasts, and your

farm's crop, soil, and irrigation system details to suggest when to irrigate next or how
much water to irrigate with. Available for the web and as a mobile app for Android
and iOS.

e Plan for limited water by prioritizing where reduced supplies go across your
operation. Our Drought in Agriculture and Irrigation webpages have resources on
making Irrigation Decisions with Limited Water and guidance for forage and livestock
producers.

¢ Coordinate with nearby producers to stagger irrigation timing and ease collective
demand on shared water sources.

Managing without irrigation? For dryland farmers, sound grazing and management practices
can help protect long-term health and productivity of forage stands, even in a dry year.

For practical guidance, see the Livestock Drought Management Guide, Pasture and Hay
Rejuvenation Options, the B.C. Grazing Management Guide, Adapting Dryland Cropping
Systems to Drought Conditions and other livestock and forage resources on the Drought in

Agriculture webpage.

During intensifying drought and water scarcity conditions, the province may request
voluntary water use reductions to help conserve and protect critical stream flows and fish
habitat and eventually may issue temporary protection orders under the Water Sustainability
Act that restrict water use for certain users. Staying aware of conditions on your water source
means you're better positioned to respond if an order comes. Watch for notifications from the
province and check the B.C. Drought Information Portal for current conditions in your
watershed.

43



BC Wildfire Watch

Wildfires are affecting many parts of B.C.

As of July 2, 2026, the BC Wildfire Dashboard is reporting:

Warmer weather brings a heightened risk of new fire starts and increased fire
behaviour in some areas of the province, including the Chilcotin and Southern
Interior.

Current response includes 84 personnel, 52 aviation, 3 heavy equipment, and 1
structure protection resources.

Stay Informed

Sign up for local emergency notifications: Check the website of your local
government to sign up for local emergency notifications. Your local authority is a key
source of information during an emergency, including evacuation alerts and orders,
and is responsible for the local Emergency Operations Centre (EOC).

Use the BC Wildfire Service Map: Online or download the app on Apple or
Android

Bookmark EmergencylnfoBC and EmergencyMapBC: Find current and
verified updates, safety instructions, and links to official sources during
emergencies. Follow EmergencyinfoBC on Facebook and X.

Get Prepared

Create a custom Wildfire Plan:

Download and follow the prompts in the Farm & Ranch Wildfire Preparedness
Guide & Workbook.

Watch a short video about creating an operations map.

Protect livestock:

Register livestock, poultry, and bees with the BC Premises Identification
Program (BCPID). Registering helps local responders provide effective support
during an emergency.

Plan for livestock protection or evacuation with the Farm & Ranch Wildfire
Preparedness Guide & Workbook.
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Prepare for wildfire smoke:

e Use the AgSafe Wildfire Smoke Response Plan to protect your employees from
exposure to wildfire smoke.

Reduce wildfire risk to farm buildings:

o Wildfires can leave little time to react. Small actions ahead of time can
substantially reduce the risk of structures being damaged from wildfires.

e Consider using field-proven FireSmart on your structures and the area
within 30 metres of each structure, such as:

o Removing dry leaves, needles, and debris from around and on roofs of
buildings

o Moving wood piles, equipment, and other flammable materials away
from or into buildings

Learn more about protecting farm and ranch buildings with FireSmart principles.

BRITISH COLUMBIA

FireSmart’

‘ The McDougall Creek Fire was a real eye opener.
| was watching large branches fly all the way
across the lake and ignite fires in Glenmore.

If you have the option to have an assessor looking at
your place, take advantage of it. They'll point out some
things that perhaps you might miss, or you just haven't
thought about.

| think that this is extremely valuable, especially in areas
like Kelowna, that have a lot of apple, cherry, ranching
operations in the interface area that are at high risk.”

Kevin Day.
Day’s Century Growers

Get a FireSmart Farm & Ranch Assessment Now
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Livestock Producer Roundtable
Webinar

WW““ When: July 9, 2026, from 6:30 PM - 8:30

Thursday, July 9, 2026 PM (PT)
‘?"1 6:30 - 8:30 pm PST

*Webinar will be held via Zoom* Where: Onllne

: P of c l t d try : Il nts, an, df rmgr‘s‘cnd
ofes And
Register here

Maximizing Yield and Nutrition for the
Ecologically Minded Grower

questi ing to cr Spimndd
gra 9 d p sture h, clth | ive l k utritio d,f_cr!n
s dec sions. om. > prepa d to k que n share your S E X '
dl s e o

MAXIMIZING When: Jul 15, 2026 from 10:00 AM - 3:00

PM (PT)

' l E L D & Where: WAWWE Farm, Baker Road, Salt

Spring Island

NUTRITION i

Understand the full farm/garden ecosystem from soil to production to harvest to
market to waste. Integrating logistics, labour, regenerative techniques, and
infrastructure, this course covers planning across seasons and continuous adaptation
based on observation and experience. Design your farm/garden for resilience and
scalability.
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Instructor: Clay Houghland

With 20 years of experience in regenerative and organic farming, Clay brings a wealth
of knowledge to the We Are What We Eat

(WAWWE) Farm. After working with West Coast Seeds and honing his skills across
Canada and the US, he returned to Salt Spring in 2018 to cultivate both the land and a
vibrant community food system.

WAWWE Farm is a thriving 12-acre regenerative farm focused on nourishing our
community and planet. At WAWWE, the goal goes beyond food security—it's all about
creating a sustainable food system that enriches our bodies, our community, and the
environment.

Clay and WAWWE are dedicated to providing Salt Spring families with fresh, nutrient-
rich, harvest-to-table food grown sustainably on their 12-acre farm.

Webinar: Indigenous Agricultural
Development Network

When: July 28, 2026 at 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM (PT)
Where: Online (Zoom)

Join the Investment Agriculture Foundation (IAF), and New Relationship Trust (NRT) as
they share program streams that align with Indigenous Food Systems and Agriculture
Enterprises.

Funding for the Indigenous Agriculture Development Network (IADN) is provided by
the governments of Canada and British Columbia through the Sustainable Canadian
Agricultural Partnership, a federal-provincial-territorial initiative.

Programs & Services
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The Ministry of Agriculture and Food
programs and services

For a full list of programs and services offered by the BC Ministry of Agriculture and
Food including those currently accepting applications please see our Programs and
services - Province of British Columbia web page.

Intakes now open

PacifiCan: Regional Innovation
Ecosystems Program

As a part of PacifiCan’'s commitment to enhancing client service, we are moving to a
timed intake under the RIE program and a single-stage application process.

The current intake opened June 24, 2026, and will close at 12:00 PM (PT) on
September 11, 2026. PacifiCan anticipates a second opening later this year.

Eligible activities include those that help businesses, for example:

e Productivity improvement: enabling technology transfer, training and
adoption of new technologies, business models and industrial applications to
scale firms and boost competitiveness

o Market development and diversification: supporting businesses to expand
and diversify markets through export readiness, promoting domestic trade and
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attracting investment, including through market analysis and trade mission

o Ecosystem development and business support: seizing strategic
opportunities in B.C.'s areas of strength, including building resilient domestic
supply chains, developing workforces, providing access to shared-use
infrastructure and increasing the economic participation of Indigenous peoples
and other under-represented groups

e Business acceleration: supporting entrepreneurs and start-ups to grow their

businesses
Learn more

Beneficial Management Practices
Program — Extreme Weather: Plans &
Assessments

Applications are open for Extreme Weather: Plans & Assessments

¢ FireSmart™ BC Farm & Ranch Assessment (Practice Code 3601). This
assessment is required to apply for Wildfire Preparedness BMPS (BMP 3602 -
3604) in future program intakes.

e Planning & Design of Fill Pad for Farm Buildings (Practice Code 3704.1).
This plan is required to apply for the ‘Fill Pad for Farm Buildings’ (BMP 3704.2)
in future program intakes; get ahead and apply now!

10
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Learn more about FireSmart Assessments: https://firesmartbc.ca/farm-and-ranch/

Book a Call:

If helpful, book a 10-minute phone consultation about your application. Prior to
booking an appointment, please start your draft application and provide the ID
number (similar to: BMP-202425-0###4#).

Submissions are open until August 31, 2026

Learn more

The program is delivered by the Investment Agriculture Foundation of B.C. (IAF). Funding is
provided in part by the governments of Canada and British Columbia under the Sustainable
Canadian Agricultural Partnership, a federal-provincial-territorial initiative. Additional
funding has been provided by Clean B.C.

Intakes closing soon

Foodtech Frontier

The Canadian Food Innovation Network's

FOODTECH

FRONTIER 7

du Réseau canadien d'innovation en alimentaire

S ted b
upportedby 1 ¥ LT ANKINS
Avec le soutien de
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Foodtech Frontier is back for its second year, and applications are now open.

This program recognizes Canada's leading and emerging food technology companies
across two designations: Established Foodtech Leader and Rising Star.

This year, Business Development Bank of Canada (BDC) and MLT Aikins join Foodtech
Frontier as program sponsors, helping spotlight the companies shaping Canada'’s food
tech future.

Foodtech Frontier winners can expect to receive:

National media visibility and credibility as one of Canada’s leading food tech
companies

Investor and partner exposure
Featured content across Canadian Food Innovation Network (CFIN) channels

A place in five regional showcases across the country

Applications are open until July 22, 2026. The winning companies will be announced
this fall. More information can be found in the Program Guide.

Learn more

Business Risk

Management Programs

Insurance and Income Protection Programs are an important part of a farmer's overall

risk management strategy. AgriStability and Production Insurance work together to
provide the best coverage for producers.

AgriStability

12
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Farming has enough uncertainties - while you can't predict extreme weather, rising
costs, or market shifts, you can stabilize your bottom line against severe income drops

with AgriStability.

Please note: The final deadline to submit your 2025 Statement A (with penalty) has
changed to September 30, 2026 (was December 31). Learn How to file your Statement
A.

We're here to help make the process as simple as possible. Our AgriStability forms and
prices page includes new online forms that make it easier to submit your information,
and staff are always available to help. If you need assistance, please contact us at 1-
877-343-2767 or AgriStability@gov.bc.ca.

Learn more

Production Insurance helps producers manage their risk of crop losses caused by hail,
spring frost, excessive rain, drought, flooding and other extreme weather events.

In British Columbia, Production Insurance is available for Berries, Flower bulbs, Grain,
Grapes, Tree fruits, and Vegetables.

How to Claim Damages: If you have production insurance and damage is suspected,
file a Notice of Loss immediately. Each time there is suspected crop damage, a Notice
of Loss must be filed. File a Notice of Loss (PDF, 390KB)

13
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An insurance adjustor will then inspect the crop to determine the loss. It's important to
not put the crop to another use (like grazing, tilling under, removing, etc.) until an
adjustor has visited the farm operation.

Need Help? Production Insurance Representatives are available to help with claims,
application and renewal process. If you need assistance, please contact us at 1-888-
332-3352 or Productioninsurance.Kelowna@gov.bc.ca

Learn more

Resources

Agricultural Land Inventory

Tampbell River
.

1@ \Duncan

The B.C. Ministry of Agriculture and Food and the Partnership for Water Sustainability
in B.C. are completing an Agricultural Land Inventory (ALI) across Regional District of
Nanaimo (July 8 to 31) and Comox Valley Regional District (August 17 to August 25).

The ALl program started in Pitt Meadows in 1996 to support the Ministry’s
Strengthening Farming Program. Since then, ALIs have provided insight into the
current state of the farming landscape across the province, including within the
Agricultural Land Reserve (ALR).Agricultural Land Inventory data has been used to:

14
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e Model potential impacts of climate change and different adaptation strategies;
e Model agricultural water demand for current and future climates;

e Inform the development of municipal Official Community Plans and Agriculture
Area Plans;

e Understand the extent of actively farmed land and other major activities on the
ALR land base; and

e Understand impacts to agriculture from new developments, bylaws, or
regulations.

To complete an ALI, Professional Agrologists and ALI technicians perform visual
observations to help confirm mapped crops, irrigation, natural vegetation, buildings,
livestock facilities, and farm practices within the ALR and parcels where significant
farming is observable.Visual observations are conducted only from public roads using
vehicles marked with “Government of B.C.” or “B.C. Ministry of Agriculture and Food”
signs. Watch for survey crews making frequent stops between the hours of 7:00 a.m.
to 6:00 p.m. across the region.

This project was funded in part by the governments of Canada and British Columbia under
the Sustainable Canadian Agricultural Partnership, a federal-provincial-territorial initiative.

Learn more

New soil health assessment tools

15
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Soil health is the foundation of productive agriculture, resilient ecosystems, and
environmental and economic sustainability. To help producers monitor soil health and
track the impact of soil management practices over time, the Ministry of Agriculture
and Food has developed two soil health assessment tools:

1. Soil Health Assessment Protocols (SHAP)
2. In-Field Indicators of Soil Health

The two assessment methods are separate tools that serve different purposes but can
complement each other. In-field indicators help growers quickly learn more about a
field and decide where more detailed testing may be useful. SHAP provides more
precise results that can be tracked over time.Producers interested in laboratory
assessments of soil health can find out more in the B.C. Soil Health Assessment
protocols:

e B.C. Soil Health Assessment Field Sampling Protocol
e B.C. Soil Health Assessment Laboratory Protocol

Producers interested in in-field measurements of soil health that can be self-assessed
can find out more with the B.C. In-Field Indicators of Soil Health Guide and self-
assessment videos:

B.C. In-Field Indicators of Soil Health Guide

Assessing water infiltration in the field (video)
Assessing soil penetration resistance in the field (video)
Assessing plant roots in the field (video)
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B.C. agriculture and seafood statistics

publications

Data and reports by sector

Expand all Collapse all

Sector-wide data

Crops

Sector stats and annual sector snapshot

Sector stats interactive dashboard

Agriculture annual snapshot - 2024 (PDF, 693 KB)

Sector tables - interactive dashboards

I View interactive dashboards that include: I

Greenhouse vegetables: area, production, and value, 2014-2024
Mursery & sod: production and sales, 2014-2024

Floriculture (potted plants, cut flowers): production and sales, 2014-2024.
Floriculture: value of production, 2014-2024

Mushrooms: area, preduction and farm gate value, 2014-2024

Sector tables - Excel

Fruits: Area, production and value 2014-2024 (XL5X, 37KB)

Grain and oilseeds: Select prices 2014-2024 (XLSX, 20KB)

Grains, oilseeds and other field crops: Production 2014-2024 (XL5X, 30KB)

Livestock

Sector stats and annual sector snapshot

Sector stats interactive dashboard

Agriculture annual snapshot - 2024 (PDF, 693 KB)

Sector tables - interactive dashboards

I View interactive dashboards that include: I

P [ .- voee . a e
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The ministry recently updated our interactive dashboards with curated B.C. crops and
livestock data from 2025. B.C. agriculture and seafood statistics publications

The Crops Interactive Sector Tables includes production and value of nursery,
floriculture & sod while the Livestock Interactive Sector Tables includes the number of
animals and value of production for cattle, poultry, hogs, sheep and lamb in B.C.

Learn more

Cariboo silvopasture planning
demonstrations

A demonstration focused on planning and evaluating potential silvopasture adoption
was initiated in 2015 with two ranches in the Cariboo. The objective was to identify,
work through and illustrate some of the planning processes and considerations used
within a private land context. The case studies serve as examples highlighting
objectives, site conditions, experiences gained and management decisions made at

the time.

Learn more

Dairy Barn Cooling Factsheets

18
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Heat stress can have a significant impact on dairy cattle health, comfort, and
productivity. Effective cooling strategies help cows maintain normal body
temperature, support milk production, reproduction, and overall well-being. These
factsheets are designed to help producers make informed decisions that reduce heat
stress in their dairy cattle.

The following factsheets are available at:
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/agriculture-seafood/animals-and-
crops/animal-production/dairy

e Strategies to Reduce Heat Stress in Dairy Cows
e Ventilation Assessment
e Convective Cooling to Reduce Heat Stress

o Evaporative Cooling to Reduce Heat Stress

Learn more

Health and wellness in the agriculture
industry
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Owning a farm business can be very stressful. Farmers, producers, processors,
workers and their families face unique challenges that can lead to health and wellness
issues. If you are struggling with the impact of these stresses, you are not alone.

For information about health, wellness and managing stress please click the button

below:
Learn more

Organic BC Podcast: Grazing-Based
Approaches to Invasive Weed Control

[\
ORGANICBC

Episodes #77 & #78

Grazing-Based Approaches
to Invasive Weed Control

N4 7 SMALL-SCALE Climate A
| o griculture and Agriculture et
ORGANICBC @ e G Agri-Solutions LAl I‘ Agri-Food Canada  Agroalimentaire Canada

New on the Organic BC Podcast: a two-part miniseries on grazing-based approaches to
invasive weed control.

Join grazing expert and author Sarah Flack, retired B.C. agrologist Greg Tegart, and
B.C. producers as they explore how intensive rotational grazing can help manage
invasive weeds, improve pasture health, and support resilient farming systems.
Through expert insights and on-farm case studies, this series highlights livestock as a
practical tool for effective pasture management.

Listen to the first episode here, and the second episode here.

Funding for this project has been provided by Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada through
the Agricultural Climate Solutions (ACS) - On-Farm Climate Action Fund (OFCAF).
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Pesticide application by drone not yet
permitted in B.C.

Drone technology is advancing quickly, and this has many people curious about trying drones
in B.C. While there have been recent changes at the federal level to allow more pest control
products to be applied by drones, pesticide application by drone is currently not allowed in
B.C.

Understanding the roles:

Pesticide application by drone is regulated both federally and provincially. Federally, the
operation of drones is regulated by Transport Canada and the application of pesticides by
drone is regulated by Health Canada’s Pesticide Regulatory Directorate (PRD), formerly
known as the Pest Management Regulatory Agency (PMRA). Provincially, pesticide application
by drones is also regulated by the B.C. Ministry of Environment and Parks.

Transport Canada requires specific certification for the pilot and the supporting field crew
depending on the type of drone and how it will be used.

Health Canada is responsible for evaluating and registering pesticides for use in Canada and
has recently released a policy that allows drone use for pesticides that are already registered
for aerial use.

B.C. Ministry of Environment and Parks (ENV) regulates the sale, use and transportation of
pesticides in B.C. in addition to federal Health Canada requirements. ENV is responsible for the
development of training materials for pesticide applicators.

What this means in B.C.:

Even if the federal pesticide label allows a product to be applied by drones, pesticide
application by drone is not permitted in B.C. at this time. This is because drone application
is not yet covered under existing provincial applicator certification categories and new
training requirements and certification standards need to be developed. In addition, provincial
regulations must be updated to support this new application method.

Other crop uses for drones including pest monitoring, seeding and fertilizer application are
not regulated provincially by ENV and can be conducted if all other relevant requirements (for
example, Transport Canada pilot certification) have first been obtained.

What'’s next:

The work to allow pesticide application by drones is underway. ENV is currently developing
new training materials and assessing the best way to safely integrate drone use into the
existing regulatory framework.

Stay Informed:
This is an evolving area, and there will be opportunities for input as work progresses.
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How to report complaints:

If you observe any pesticide application by drone, or suspect any other violations of
environmental laws under the provincial IPM Act and Regulation, they can be reported to
Report All Poachers and Polluters by phone or online form:
https://forms.gov.bc.ca/environment/ra

Learn more

AgriserviceBC Website AgriService Facebook

Missed the last e-bulletin? Catch up on previous issue here.

Contact your local Regional Agrologist

Thom O'Dell - North Island Mggd Ministyof
Email: Thom.ODell@gov.bc.ca BRITISH Agriculture

COLUMBIA | and Food

Bejay Mills - Central Island
Email: Bejay.Mills@gov.bc.ca

Megan Halstead - South Island
Email: Megan.Halstead@gov.bc.ca

AgriService BC connects farmers, food processors and new entrants
to agricultural services, programs and information that can help them
succeed.

Email sent to: aneedham@acrd.bc.ca

Ministry of Agriculture and Food
1767 Angus Campbell Rd
Abbotsford BC, British Columbia | V3G 2M3 | Canada
AgriServiceBC@gov.bc.ca
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NEWS RELEASE

BC Agriculture Council Launches Enhanced Digital Temporary
Access Pass Templates to Strengthen Emergency Response for
Agriculture

POSTED ON JUNE 25, 2026

Standardized tools support coordinated access management across local authorities and First Nations during emergency evacuation

events

PENTICTON, B.C. — June 25, 2026: BC Agriculture Council (BCAC) has launched a standardized, digitally enabled Temporary Access
Pass system designed to help local authorities and First Nations manage timely access to areas under evacuation order during

emergencies.

Developed with input from 10 local authorities, First Nations, agricultural stakeholders, the Ministry of Emergency Management and
Climate Readiness (EMCR), and the Ministry of Agriculture and Food, the project builds on existing temporary access pass resources
and a digital template concept originally developed by the Township of Spallumcheen. The result is a suite of Word-based and
ArcGlS-enabled templates that provide local authorities and First Nations with practical, standardized tools for managing agricultural

and other access needs during emergencies.

While temporary access pass systems have existed in various forms across British Columbia for many years, approaches have often
differed between jurisdictions and been confusing for users. The new templates provide a consistent framework that can be adapted

locally, helping streamline access management and improve coordination during emergency events.

“During an emergency, clarity and consistency are critical,” says Christine Fraser, Mayor of the Township of Spallumcheen. “In 2021
the Township of Spallumcheen recognized a need for a better way to manage temporary access during emergencies and developed
an online tool for our community. We then shared that initial online tool with the BC Agricultural Council to further develop the tool
along with other local authorities because we saw the value of having a standardized approach that helps streamline access for
agricultural producers and others while supporting coordinated decision-making across jurisdictions. By reducing confusion and
creating a common process for all partners, this tool will help strengthen collaboration, build confidence among stakeholders, and

support a more effective response when it matters most.”

Agricultural producers often require timely access to livestock, crops, equipment and critical farm infrastructure during emergency
events. The new system helps support authorized access when safe to do so while providing emergency managers with a more

consistent process for managing requests.
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“Ranchers and farmers care deeply for their animals, and it becomes extremely stressful when they have to leave them behind during
an emergency,” says Lana Popham, Minister of Agriculture and Food. “The Temporary Access Pass system will help producers in
arranging timely access back to their property when it's safe, so they can check on their livestock and property, and make sure their
animals have the food, water and care they need.”

Key benefits include:

e Streamlined access management for agricultural producers and others with critical access needs;

e Greater consistency and coordination among jurisdictions;

e A simplified process that reduces confusion and increases compliance with emergency orders during emergencies;
e A proactive framework that supports emergency preparedness and risk mitigation; and

e Stronger collaboration among producers, governments, First Nations, emergency officials and the public.

“This project is about delivering a useful and practical tool that can be put to use before an emergency happens, not while they're in
the middle of one,” says Danielle Synotte, Executive Director of BC Agriculture Council. "By bringing together the experience of local
governments, emergency officials and the agriculture sector, we've made significant progress in the development of strategic
systems that support preparedness, improve access decision making, and help ensure producers can be supported safely and
efficiently when every minute counts.”

BC Agriculture Council gratefully acknowledges the financial support of the Province of British Columbia through the Ministry of
Agriculture and Food.
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For more information:
Ursula Klein
Communications Manager
T: (604) 854-4454 ext. 205

E: communications@bcac.ca

For access to the templates and support materials:
Local authorities and First Nations can request free access from BCAC at projects@bcac.ca

About BC Agriculture Council: BCAC's mission is to support and grow a competitive agriculture sector by fostering industry
collaboration and shaping effective public policy. This is achieved by delivering a unified voice for the sector to government through
member farm associations that in turn represent approximately 96% of provincial farm gate sales.
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UNIT 1 - 2650 PROGRESSIVE WAY
ABBOTSFORD, BC V2T 6H9

BC AGRICULTURE COUNCIL

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

BC Agriculture Council Announces Plans to

Establish a Provincial Farmland Trust

Landmark initiative will protect agricultural land, support new farmers, and secure BC’s

food future for generations to come

PENTICTON, B.C. — June 26, 2026: BC Agriculture Council (BCAC) is advancing its plans
to establish a Farmland Trust model aimed at keeping British Columbia farmland in
agricultural production for generations to come, while urging the federal government to
modernize tax and charitable policy tools needed to help make the model viable at scale.
The announcement was made at the inaugural BC Agriculture Forum in Penticton

yesterday evening.

The proposed trust model would provide a long-term mechanism to preserve agricultural
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land, support farm succession and help ensure productive farmland remains available for
farming rather than being lost to non-agricultural uses. BCAC says the work comes at a
time when farmland affordability pressures, rising land values and a significant wave of
farm transitions are making it increasingly difficult for new and next-generation farmers to

access land.

BCAC President Jennifer Woike states, “Today’s announcement is backed by over a year
of research documenting the empirical case for the Trust, surveying Canadian and
international models, and setting out the federal policy reforms required to make it durable.
Over the past year, and especially this spring, the initiative has moved from a concept into
a well-supported, federally visible file with a clear route into formation — the changes we
need federally are critical to enabling a trust model that can help preserve agricultural
capacity, strengthen food security and provide retiring landowners with an alternative

pathway to keep their land in farming.”

That policy progress reflects a pressing reality on the ground for B.C. farmers, ranchers

and landowners.

“Farmland in British Columbia is increasingly beyond the reach of the next generation of
farmers,” says BCAC Executive Director, Danielle Synotte. “As the largest
intergenerational transfer of wealth in Canadian history gets underway, many farms have
no successor prepared to take over, and there is no straightforward mechanism — and no
tax recognition — for an owner who would prefer to see their land kept in agriculture rather
than sold at market value. A farmland trust would hold land in perpetuity, keep it in
agricultural use, and lease it to active farmers at affordable rates, offering a succession

pathway that does not depend on a family member taking over.”

Over the past year, BCAC engaged Chris Bodnar, Assistant Professor of Agriculture at the
University of the Fraser Valley (UFV), to undertake research examining the feasibility of
farmland trust models and their applicability in British Columbia. This research provided a
solid foundation of knowledge; examining several farmland-trust models, the legal and tax
framework, the gaps in existing tools, and comparable efforts in other jurisdictions. The

research has been led by UFV’s Chris Bodnar, Assistant Professor of Agriculture.
“The research highlights the scale of the farmland affordability and access challenges

facing agriculture in British Columbia,” says Bodnar. “Our research found that farmland

values in British Columbia have increasingly diverged from what the land can earn through
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farming, creating growing barriers for new entrants and adding pressure to farm
succession and transition. That makes it increasingly important to explore mechanisms

that can help keep farmland accessible and in agricultural production over the long term.”

BCAC will immediately begin incorporating the society and applying for charitable status.
This will enable the Farmland Trust to accept cash donations to support its operations and
receive gifts of farmland and financial contributions to, over time, support land acquisition.
Federal advocacy will continue in parallel — sustaining engagement with the Senate
committee and pressing for CRA action. Legal scoping is expected to complete this
summer, with formal incorporation targeted for fall 2026. Landowners interested in
donation or conservation easement options, and farmers interested in future lease

opportunities, are encouraged to contact BCAC.

-30-

For more information:
Ursula Klein
Communications Manager
T: (604) 854-4454 ext. 205

E: communications@bcac.ca

Supporting Resource:

Farmland Access Challenges in Canada and the Case for a BC Farmland Trust

About BC Agriculture Council: BCAC’s mission is to grow a strong, sustainable and

competitive agriculture sector through building industry consensus and advancing public
policy. This is achieved by delivering a unified voice for the sector to government through
member farm associations that in turn represent approximately 96% of provincial farm gate

sales.

Copyright © 2026 BC Agriculture Council, All rights reserved.

You are receiving this email because you signed up for the BCAC e-newsletter on our website or you are
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a BCAC member association.

Our mailing address is:

BC Agriculture Council

Unit 1 - 2650 Progressive Way
Abbotsford, BC V2T 6H9

Canada

Want to change how you receive these emails?

You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list.
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Health

British Columbia News
Sharing local farm harvests through coupon program

https://news.gov.bc.ca/33880
Monday, June 8, 2026 9:30 AM

BC Farmers’ Market Nutrition Coupon Program promotes access to fresh
foods

Summary

e Families, pregnant people and seniors living on lower incomes receive coupons from
community partner organizations

e Coupons can be spent at participating farmers’ markets to buy vegetables, fruits, nuts, eggs,
dairy, herbs, vegetable and fruit plants, honey, meat and fish

e Delivered by the BC Association of Farmers’ Markets, the BC Farmers’ Market Nutrition
Coupon Program is an initiative strengthening local food systems throughout the province

People in British Columbia will continue to have improved access to nutritious, locally grown
foods through the B.C. Farmers’ Market Nutrition Coupon Program.

“Access to healthy food is one of the foundations of good health, and farmers’ markets are
wonderful places where people can connect with local growers, support local businesses and
enjoy the harvest of the season,” said Josie Osborne, Minister of Health. “The nutrition
coupon program helps more people and families purchase fresh, local food at participating
farmers’ markets, while supporting B.C. farmers and strengthening food security in
communities throughout the province.”

Strengthening local food systems

Delivered by the B.C. Association of Farmers’ Markets, the B.C. Farmers’ Market Nutrition
Coupon Program is a healthy-eating initiative that strengthens local food systems throughout
the province by providing an additional source of income for B.C. farmers during the market
season.

“The program is helping more people access and enjoy fresh, nutritious food grown by B.C.
farmers, while strengthening local food security and supporting producers and small
businesses,” said Lana Popham, Minister of Agriculture and Food. “B.C. farmers’ markets
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bring communities together to celebrate the delicious and unique flavours of each region,
and the coupon program helps more B.C. families share and enjoy the experience.”

Farmers’ markets are a key focus each growing season in communities throughout the
province, generating income for local economies, supporting farmers, small businesses and
communities. Coupons can be used at any participating B.C. farmers’ market to purchase
vegetables, fruits, eggs, dairy, herbs, plants, honey, meat and fish.

“We all want people to be able to access nutritious, healthy food in their communities,” said
Sheila Malcolmson, Minister of Social Development and Poverty Reduction. “This funding
helps more people, including seniors and families, put fresh food on the table, while also
investing in local agriculture.”

Investing in healthy eating and supporting local farmers

The Province has committed $4.25 million in funding to the program. Households enrolled in
the program may receive as much as $27 per week in coupons for as long as 16 weeks. The
duration can vary based on the length of the farmers’ market season in the community.

“The B.C. Farmers’ Market Nutrition Coupon Program has an incredible impact on the lives of
so many people who participate, alongside B.C. farmers and our network of farmers’ markets
and communities of all kinds across B.C.,” said Heather O'Hara, executive director, BC
Association of Farmers’ Markets. “This is a program that for 15 years has continued to inspire
and unite people and communities around healthy food, while sustaining our local food
systems for future generations.”

The B.C. Farmers’ Market Nutrition Program operates in approximately 100 communities
throughout the province, reaching families, seniors and pregnant people in approximately
8,200 households.

Quick Facts:

The Ministry of Health has funded the B.C. Farmers’ Market Nutrition Coupon Program
since 2012.

In 2025, the coupon program supported approximately 8,200 households through
approximately 240 community partners across almost 100 communities in B.C.

The BC Association of Farmers’ Markets is a registered B.C. non-profit society that
strengthens farmers’ markets, supports B.C. farmers and educates the public about
choosing B.C.-grown products.

There are nearly five million visits to B.C. farmers’ markets annually.

The 2026 program is at capacity and no longer taking applications.

Learn More:

To learn more about the BC Farmers’ Market Nutrition Coupon Program, visit:
https://bcfarmersmarket.org/coupon-program/how-it-works/
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e To learn more about Community Partners who provide coupons, visit:
https://bcfarmersmarket.org/coupon-program/where-it-operates/

Media Contacts
Ministry of Health

Media Relations
250-952-1887

The B.C. Public Service acknowledges the territories of First Nations around B.C. and is grateful to carry out
our work on these lands. We acknowledge the rights, interests, priorities, and concerns of all Indigenous
Peoples - First Nations, Métis, and Inuit - respecting and acknowledging their distinct cultures, histories,
rights, laws, and governments.
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Kristin Kerr-Donohue

From:
Sent:
To:

Cc:
Subject:

Victor Martinez

June 9, 2026 4:22 PM

Food Future

Amy Needham

News from Resilient and Thriving Vancouver Island Food Future project

[CAUTION] This email originated from outside of the ACRD

Hello all,

Apologies if | have been away for too long, rest assured things have moved forward according to plan.

Now we have successfully finished all four workshops and have amazing input from community
members from Capital R. D., Cowichan, Nanaimo, Port Alberni and the West Coast (Ucluelet and

Tofino).

| have a few news for you before going to our summer pause, apologies for the lengthy email, but it’s
important stuff you need to know:

1. Brian and Sara, my research assistants have graduated and have left the team. However, we have
a new super talented research assistant Regina.

2. The amount of information generated in the 12 workshops we had in the last few months is very
big. We presented the idea of using Al to help us process the information, our friends from

Nanaimo and ACRD kindly agreed, and they did because it is not any Al company; it’s the one |
found that has the highest ethical and sustainability standards: no information input is used to
train their Al (all your creations are only yours), they use 100% renewable energy and they use
closed loop water cooling by heating up houses in their neighborhood. We have been using it to
speed up the process for Regina and I, but all information generated by this Al has and will be

checked and corrected by community members, because yes, Al has some pretty clear

limitations. If you want to know more or use it this is the one: https://euria.infomaniak.com/ and

as always, | am open for any comments or suggestions.

3. We started conversations with potential partners in Comox, Strathcona and Mount Waddington,
as mentioned before, our plan is to run the workshops in those regions in Fall this year. Allis
looking great in that regard.

4. While we work on the north of the island you can still contribute to this project, as always by
entering to your Miro board and adding content there, and/or by sharing the questionnaires that
mimic the work done in person with the folks that could not make it to our sessions but should
absolutely be part of this, all links at the end of this email.

5. lhave been doing these types of systems thinking for social problems projects for 18 years,

mostly (but not only) teaching it to my design students. This fallis that time again, and | have
decided to profit of the timing to get my students to contribute to this project. It’s a great
opportunity for them and for all. | will organize them in 5 teams, one for each region we had our
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workshops, they will help moving forward all contents and specially the roadmap and
implementation plan. | would need one or more of you willing to have some interactions with my
students, as always, anything we do needs to be reviewed by someone in the community, if you
are interested, please let me know. The term starts in September; | will send a reminder at that
time as well.

6. We are applying to other grants because in order to create the systemic change we all want to
see, we will need more funds, particularly this time to enable some of you to continue the work on
site and connect the work done by each region. This month | am applying for the Vancouver
Foundation’s Transforming Systems; this project is perfect for it! It is a long shot but worth trying.
If you know of any other grant we should try, please let me know.

7. lam also applying to a KPU internal grant to hire an expert app developer. In conversations with
some of you the idea of a dedicated app to expand community’s input and enable
communication between regions came about, a great idea that can boost the project
significantly. A key ingredient for systems change is creating connections and momentum across
the entire island, there will be the need to create synergies among all of you, to complement, and
support each other.

There are lots of things still happening, and many more to happen, so even if you don’t hear from me
often know that | am here, and if you want to reach out, even if is just to say hi, | am always available for
you.

This is the link to your Miro board:
https://miro.com/app/board/uXjVGnfdbDE=/?moveToWidget=3458764666548465368&cot=10

These are the links to the surveys for those of you how could not attend the workshops, please help us
sharing it with all the food professionals you know in your region should be involved in this process:

Workshop 1 - understanding the problem

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSALErnSuL5HU06v-Jhhut0OcAiohUPyBglyYNyw5-CgKaF-
Xg/viewform

Workshop 2 - creating interventions

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdengFpCOYHpU7DyQpV8Id370wWYBuylj1dJoNIQjaPhpu
HVg/viewform

Workshop 3 - finding systemic change potential

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdfvJOhAmvF_QY2rpjmyJkriWFDIrbMNNynsXW4wvo7kCkO
4Jw/viewform

Workshop 4 - implementing and future work

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScTiODCW7vVZG1ZWFZuWPasb-
9Zw0aFMdQ8XRktemuFO0bhjVQ/viewform
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Thank you and have a wonderful summer!
See you back in September,

Victor

Victor Martinez PhD

Faculty & Researcher

Chancellor's Chair for Research
he/him/his

Wilson School of Design

Kwantlen Polytechnic University (KPU)

t. 604.599.2594
e. victor.martinez@kpu.ca
www.kpu.ca/design

FutureXplorations Research Group
https://wordpress.kpu.ca/futurexplorations/

At Kwantlen Polytechnic University, we work, study, and live in a region south of the Fraser River on the unceded
traditional, overlapping, and ancestral lands of the Coast Salish peoples.

Proudly sharing the name of the Kwantlen First Nation, the word 'Kwantlen' means Tireless Runner, and is reflected in
the university's motto: "through tireless effort, knowledge, and understanding."

On behalf of all of us at the Wilson School of Design, thank you and welcome.



True Armyworm

BriTisH |~ Minisuyof — (Mythimna unipuncta)
COLUMBIA | Agriculture

June 2018

True armyworm (Mythimna unipuncta, formerly Pseudaletia unipuncta) is a North American agricultural
pest in the insect family Noctuidae. During April and May, true armyworm moths may migrate from
southern USA and Mexico on wind currents to parts of Southern Canada including B.C., Manitoba, and
Ontario. True armyworm is not known to overwinter in Canada.

Hosts

True armyworm prefers grass crops such as cereals, pasture, grass hay and corn. However, under high
populations, true armyworm larvae may also feed on broad leaf plants. Adults feed on flower nectar or
other sweet sources.

Damage

Young larvae will skeletonize grass foliage and eat small holes in leaves. From the third instar and older,
larvae will devour entire leaves. Larvae will also sometimes feed on developing seed heads and corn
tassels and ears. Once an area is sufficiently defoliated, larvae will move in a group to other grass stands
to resume feeding. True armyworms can cause significant but often patchy crop damage in only a few
days, and can cause rapid crop devastation when the larvae population is high. In southwest B.C,, the
first generation of larvae, feeding in June and July, can cause significant crop loss to grass hay and cereals.
The second generation of larvae in August and September can be even more destructive, affecting both
grass and corn crops. 2017 was the first year damage was recorded for this pest in B.C.
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Figure I. Significant feeding damage in grass by first Figure 2. Extensive larval feeding on corn in August.
generation larvae in July. Grass weeds are completely defoliated, as are some

corn leaves.
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Biology

True armyworm moths may migrate to B.C. in April-May in unpredictable numbers, influenced by
weather, temperature, winds, and conditions in their originating locations, which are more southerly
locations in North America. Moths can live for weeks, and seek lush green grass for egg laying. Eggs are
laid deep within folded grass blades and are nearly impossible to find in fields. Both egg masses and
larvae can be abundant in localized areas.

There are 6 larval instars, with the last two instars causing the majority of feeding damage (Figure 3).
The larvae stage lasts approximately 1.5 months, depending on temperature, in which time the larvae
grow from 4 mm up to 35 mm. Young larvae mostly feed during the day and are well hidden by grass
blades. Older larvae are nocturnal feeders and move up the plants, and rest at the base of plants and
under grass canopy during the heat of the day. Larvae are marked with stripes running the length of
their body, with a yellow/brown head capsule with a netted appearance (Figure 5), while the body
colour ranges from pale green while young, to nearly black when full sized. When larvae are ready to
pupate, they burrow into the soil just below the surface where they remain for |-2 weeks (Figure 6).

Adult moths emerge from the soil and a second generation occurs in late summer (August-September).
Adult moths are about 2cm long with brown, delta-shaped bodies and have a distinguishing white dot on
each wing (Figure 4). Adult moths are nocturnal and may be seen flying around outdoor lights at night,
while hiding at the base of plants or other dark protected areas during the day.

N ]

-

Figure 3. True armyworm larvae feeding on corn tassel Figure 4. True armyworm adult moth with
characteristic white spots on wings
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Figure 5. Close up of netted pattern and V’ on head of  Figure 6. Armyworm pupa in soil
larva

Monitoring

Adult moths can be seen around lights at night and can also be monitored using pheromone baited
bucket traps or wing traps from April to August. Set traps in areas of concern, such as next to fields that
had heavy larvae infestation earlier in the summer or in previous years. Monitoring adults help indicate
whether the insect is moving into your area and if pest numbers may be high enough to be of concern.
Trap catches are useful to show when the moths are present, and help with planning when and where to
scout fields for larvae. In general catching a few moths per week may not cause alarm but if more than
30 are caught per night or over a few days, then larvae searches in that area beginning 2 weeks
afterwards would be recommended.

In fields of concern, scouting for larvae should start in mid to late June by checking at least 5 areas of a
field. During the day, larvae tend to be on low parts of the plant or in the crown area of the plants. To
more easily see and count the larvae, scouting can be done in the evening when the larvae are more
active. Shaking plants over a drop-sheet or panel will dislodge larvae and enabling counting. To estimate
field density, take the average number of larvae per square foot (30x30 cm) over all the sampling sites in
that field. The population may be higher in some areas than others within a field.

Management

Prevention
*  Modifying harvest plans may be necessary to limit losses. Consider cutting, baling, or grazing
earlier, as well as irrigation and fertilization to encourage regrowth, to help limit losses in hay
fields.
* Remove grass weeds by mowing or other methods in spring to limit potential egg-laying host
plants for adult moths and food sources for larvae.

Chemical Control
* There are insecticides available for control of true armyworm (see Table |)

*  The action threshold for insecticide treatment in forage grass/hay is 5 larvae per 30 x 30 cm
(1 square foot).

*  The action threshold for insecticide treatment in annual cereals is lower at 2-4 larvae per 30 x
30 cm (I square foot).
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* For a foliar application to be most effective, apply before most of the larvae reach 25 mm
(I inch) in length.

Biological Control
*  There are naturally occurring biological control agents that feed on or kill true armyworm
larvae, including parasitic wasps and flies, ground beetles and rove beetles, and fungal, bacterial,
and viral diseases. Several bird species will feed on true armyworm larvae.
* These agents do not prevent an outbreak but may curtail damage to a limited extent.

Table I. A summary of insecticides registered for control of armyworm in forage, grass, and corn.
Please refer to Health Canada’s Pest Management Regulatory Agency website for insecticide label

information.

Pre-harvest or

PCP # Name Active Ingredient Crops pre-grazing
interval

# applications/
year

Product

Corn (field, sweet),
grass forage, fodder,

chlorantraniliprole |and hay group, non- Forage grass: 0 days Up to 4 apps,

28982 | Coragen 7 days apart;

Group 28 rass animal feed .
P 8 : Forage corn: 14 days use high rate
group, oilseeds and
cereals.
. Cereals, grasses,
malathion

5821 |Malathion legumes, alfalfa, 7 days | app

Group | clover for hay
. carbaryl Forage, pasture, Up to 2 apps,
27876 Sevin Group |A cereals | day 8 days apart

Corn for silage: 14

24984 | Matador | lambda-cyhalothrin days Up to 3 apps,

Cereals, corn

26837 | Warrior Group 3 Cereals: 28 days 4-7 days apart
Sweet corn: | day
28778 | Delegate spinatoram Cereals, field/ Cereals: 21 days Up to 3 apps,
Group 5 forage corn Forage corn: 7 days 5 days apart

For Further Information

e Manitoba Ministry of Agriculture:
http://www.gov.mb.ca/agriculture/crops/insects/print,true-armyworm.html

e  Ontario Ministry of Agriculture, Field Crop News:
http://fieldcropnews.com/tag/true-armyworm/

e University of Florida:
http://entnemdept.ufl.edu/creatures/field/true _armyworm.htm

Prepared by:

Tracy Hueppelsheuser, Entomologist,
Abbotsford Agriculture Centre,

British Columbia Ministry of Agriculture,
Abbotsford, B.C.


http://pr-rp.hc-sc.gc.ca/ls-re/index-eng.php
http://www.gov.mb.ca/agriculture/crops/insects/print,true-armyworm.html
http://fieldcropnews.com/tag/true-armyworm/
http://entnemdept.ufl.edu/creatures/field/true_armyworm.htm
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—| 3

To: Agricultural Development Committee
From: Amy Needham, Sustainability Planner
Meeting Date: July 14, 2026

Subject: Staff Update Report

Summary:

e Rising numbers of true armyworm (Mythimna unipuncta) moths and larvae have been observed in
multiple locations across the Alberni Valley and Vancouver Island. These insects cannot overwinter
in BC but must be blown in from the United States each year. The last outbreak occurred in 2017,
in which significant late-season crop damage occurred. A factsheet is included in the information
items of this agenda to assist with identification of larvae, and multiple pheromone traps are now
running in the Valley to monitor for moths. Please contact me if you require assistance in
identification or wish to host a pheromone trap.

e Upon request of this committee, | approached the Ministry of Agriculture and Food last year to
request an updated Agricultural Land Inventory (ALl) to replace the previous Agricultural Land Use
Inventory (ALUI) conducted in 2016. The field survey happened July 6-7, and the Ministry will be in
touch once they are ready to share data. The ALl is an important tool to understand long term
trends in agricultural land use in the area and helps support grant applications to promote farming
and run the Agricultural Water Demand Model to determine current and future agricultural water
needs.

e Upon request of this Committee, | contacted CleanFarms back in 2023 to ask about having a
pesticide roundup in our area and they said they would consider it the next time the Pesticide
Roundup is in the Vancouver Island Zone, which is Fall 2026. | am happy to announce that the
Alberni Valley has been approved for a CleanFarms pesticide/livestock medication dropoff event if a
suitable location can be found. | am working with the ACRD’s Solid Waste Manager and with the
City of Port Alberni to finalize a location and details.

e At their January 28, 2026, meeting, the Board carried a motion to forward a resolution to the
Association of Vancouver Island and Coastal Communities (AVICC) convention to exempt ALR
properties conducting agri-tourism accommodation under the ALC Act and Regulations from the
province’s Short-Term Rental Registry, to decrease red tape and registration fees for producers.
The AVICC Convention took place April 24-26, 2026, and this resolution was endorsed and will
automatically be brought to UBCM for consideration at their AGM and Convention in September.

B

Alberni-Clayoquot Regional District | 3008 Fifth Avenue, Port Alberni, BC V9Y 2E3 | 250.720.2700 | www.acrd.bc.ca
Serving Port Alberni, Tofino, Ucluelet, Treaty First Nations: Huu-ay-aht, Yuutu?it?ath, Uchucklesaht Tribe Government, and Toquaht Nation, and
Six Electoral Areas: "A" (Bamfield), "B" (Beaufort), "C" (Long Beach), "D" (Sproat Lake), "E" (Beaver Creek) and "F" (Cherry Creek).
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Kwantlen Polytechnic University held Food Future workshops in the Alberni Valley to engage on
their Vancouver Island Bioregional Food System study. If you missed the workshops, you can still
be a part of this food system study. A Miro Board has been created with all workshop activities and
results on it for your review and additions. Each step has instructions, so you know how to
complete it. Please reach out to me if you have any questions.

At their May 11, 2026 meeting, City of Port Alberni Council carried a motion supporting the request
put forward by the ACRD Board that the City of Port Alberni send all Agricultural Land Commission
applications within city limits to the ACRD’s Agricultural Advisory Committee (AAC) for review and
comment. An AAC meeting was held on June 15, 2026, for the committee to review their updated
terms of reference and they will be forwarded on to the Board to consider adoption.

Wildsafe BC, in partnership with the ACRD, has an electric fence subsidy program. You can get up
to $500 reimbursed for the cost of fencing materials, and an electric fencing expert will come meet
with you on your farm to help design the system. Email Bob Hansen at pacrim2@wildsafebc.com
for more information or to set up a site visit.

The ACRD, in partnership with the Clayoquot Biosphere Trust, will be facilitating regional climate
adaptation planning for a cohort of five on the West Coast — two municipalities (District of Ucluelet
and the District of Tofino) and three First Nations (Tla-o-qui-aht, Toquaht Nation and Yuutu?it?ath)
—with a fully funded grant from the Federation of Canadian Municipalities. The project will focus on
developing climate adaptation plans that address both individual governmental climate adaptation
priorities as well as boost alignment for regional climate resiliency projects.
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Shannon Farms

Report for the farm below.

Farm: We have purchased hay in the spring in anticipation of another dry summer; a few fields are
growing for second cut. Cows are out for the summer, rotationally grazing around the farm.

Cabin: We are gearing up for a busy summer season, with five weddings, our Summer Market (Tuesday,
August 25th, 5-8pm), accommodation bookings/farm tours, and our culinary events highlighting local (as
best we can to the Valley) ingredients. We have tickets available for both events; Heifers & hors
d’oeuvres on July 25th, and Gather & Graze (long table dinner), on August 8th. Details on both events, as
well as ticketing links, can be found on our website, www.shannonfarms.ca

Thanks,
Tanya
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Spirit Square Farmers Market

- Market is getting busy

- BC Farmers Market Nutritional coupon program has started and the community partners distributing
coupons are Island Health, Friendship Centre, CMHA, and Sage Haven

- received a Grant in Aid from the ACRD for table top freezers

- Music at the Market, fully sponsored by the Dock+, starts July 4

- we are hoping to start a mid week evening market on 3rd avenue shortly, subject to Business licence

approval from the City (peak season only July 15-Sept 9)

- parking continues to be an issue, more accessible parking is needed

- launch of Spirited Kids advertising and soliciting of kid vendors to start this week, market is on August
15, supported by the Community Futures Alberni - Clayoquot

- decent traffic at Port Day and The World cruise ship visit

- thankful for vendor parking provided by Lady Rose Marine Services

Thank you,
Sarah
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Here is my Pacific Rim School District Report:

Superintendent Peter Klaver is retiring, and we have hire Jaslene Atwal (current HR Director) as
the new Superintendent to start in Sept.
May 11 the District hosted the 3" Annual Indigenous Focused Non-Instructional Day, very positive
feedback
2026/2027 Annual Budget passed
Budget cuts necessary and unfortunately staffing reductions made
2025/2026 Operations plan update
o https://sd70.community-ca.diligentoneplatform.com/document/14f856cc-9b9b-4606-
b10a-eb242ad8fe3f
Pacific Rim Spring Newsletter to families
o https://sd70.community-ca.diligentoneplatform.com/document/15931023-0129-4ee1-
adc2-ec3f43d4b133
Municipal Election this fall - Board of Education (School Trustees) election at same time
o https://www.sd70.bc.ca/2026-school-trustee-elections.11456
o https://www.sd70.bc.ca/run-for-school-trustee.12196
The Board and Staff advocacy to the Ministry of Public Safety and Solicitor General for continued
funding for our FIT program was extended for another year. 5 grads from the Eight Ave Learning
Center were supported by this program. Very good news, the district staff did great work here
supporting our students and community.

Thanks,

Helen

Helen Zanette

Pronouns: She/her

Board of Education Trustee
Pacific Rim School District

| acknowledge that | live, work and learn on the hahuuli of the Cisaa?ath and Hupacasath First Nations and
we also have schools located on the hahuuli of the Huu-ay-aht and Tla-o-qui-aht First Nations and

the Yuutu?it?ath Government. Additionally acknowledge the presence of all Nuu- chah-nulth nations as well
as the Métis Nation of British Columbia in the Alberni-Clayoquot region. | strive to increase awareness,

1
83



The Alberni District Fall Fair Agriculture
Development Committee Report for July 14th, 2026

The Fall Fair had a very successful Mingles Night where we served burgers and shared a
social evening with our members and several new volunteers that came forward to
volunteer and assist us with the 2026 Fair.

All of our attractions and entertainers are in place. Most of our user groups who assist us
with everything from parking to admission gates and janitorial duties are in place.

Raffle tickets are on sale both at several store front, community events and online. Sales
from our raffle tickets help offset our costs for run the event so we can keep making it
affordable for the community to participate. Thursday night gate admissions is $5. For
everyone over 12, with West Coast Amusements providing discounted rides for that night
only. Of course we recognize there are extenuating circumstances when a family can’t
afford to attend and upon request we deal with these requests on an individual basic to
ensure everyone can enjoy the fair.

Our Agriculture Education area will once again be shared with fruits, veggies, and home
cooking. We invite all local agriculture commodities to participate with either a in person or
static display. Our pro wrestling attraction will be moved to the far end of the fence line
closest to Glenwood Center v/s last year it was closer to the entrance of the building. Kids
zone returns adjacent to the building.

We thank the ACRD for the Grant in Aid with financial support the re print of our Farm Stand
Guide.
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Alberni Valley Food Security Society

Here is the quarterly update from AVFSS. Thanks for the reminders and the extension!!

The PruneAlong Program concluded for the season, completing six sessions—up from two sessions in 2025. AVFSS
continued an orchard-ladder rental program to help residents safely care for and harvest fruit trees. This had very little
uptake.

Gleaning registration opened May 1, with updated online forms, automated welcome messages and membership
integration. The gleaning season is now underway, beginning with various berry and Saskatoon berry harvests. The
cherry crop is dismal this year in comparison to last year. Program equipment is being cleaned, maintained, trailer
insurance renewed and 30 reusable fruit crates purchased.

AVFSS hired and began onboarding two summer staff members to support gleaning, food literacy, communications and
other seasonal programming. Funding of $11,625 was secured through Canada Summer Jobs for a combined 560 hours
of employment.

The 2026 Growers Guide was completed and distributed through the Alberni Valley News and at local farms, markets,
community organizations and regional offices. AVFSS also participated in promotional interviews and continued
distributing additional copies throughout the community.

AVFSS continued promoting the Farm—Fish—Forage Online Directory. An April community contest attracted 68
participants, encouraged residents to explore local producer listings and resulted in 33 new subscribers to the AVFSS
quarterly newsletter.

Food literacy programming expanded, including the launch of food-preservation workshops with Monica from EcoChef
Academy. Initial sessions focused on preserving the harvest and making juice from frozen and gleaned fruit. AVFSS also
secured access to the EJ Dunn Family Hub kitchen for future programming and has six preservation sessions planned for
September and October.

Work began on five short educational videos with The Scoop, covering local seeds, shopping locally, growing food in
small spaces, affordable meal planning and food preservation. The videos will be released over the coming months.

AVFSS participated in Healthy Caravans school events, providing hands-on seed activities and food-growing resources
for students and teachers. Educational and garden-based activities also continued with local schools and community
partners.

Activity continued at the Dry Creek Community Garden, including spring work parties, weeding, mulching, perimeter

maintenance and infrastructure planning. All garden beds were rented, and planning progressed for fence
improvements and an additional access gate.
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AVFSS participated in regional food-system planning through the Kwantlen Polytechnic University Food Futures sessions,
Island Health Food Hub meetings and discussions with the Alberni-Clayoquot Regional District regarding agriculture,
food security and Official Community Plans.

Advocacy continued at both the provincial and federal levels. AVFSS contributed to the joint Vancouver Island Food Hub
presentation to the BC Provincial Budget Consultation, calling for sustained investment in community food security,
Indigenous-led food sovereignty initiatives and Community Food Hubs. AVFSS also responded positively to the new
National Food Security Strategy and highlighted its alignment with local priorities.

Funding efforts included securing $7,800 through the ACRD Grant-in-Aid program for gleaning coordination and applying
for $8,200 from the Alberni Valley Community Forest for commercial refrigeration and food-safe storage bins for gleaned
fruit.

AVFSS continued implementing its new strategic plan, strengthening community partnerships and identifying
opportunities for collaboration with Indigenous organizations, schools, local governments, farmers, food-access
organizations and community service providers.
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”w 3140 Harbour Rd, Port Alberni, BC, V9Y 4B9
778-421-8612
info@thedockplus.ca
www.thedockplus.ca

July 2026

Prepared for the Alberni Clayoquot Agriculture Development Committee

General Updates

The Dock+ Food Hub has been very busy with standard operations!

e We are in the middle of commercial Sockeye season and it is turning out to be
one of the best runs with the biggest nicest fish seen in recent years.

e Kuuna Foods has officially started operations it the newly opened processing
space and is running the High-Pressure Processor

e We had our opening house to celebrate the expansion project. The open house
included touring members of the community through the kitchen to try various
product produced out of the facility. Overall, a big success

e We continue to grow our kitchen membership and welcome aboard Salmon Boyz
who prepare salmon patties

e | am presenting at the Nanaimo Rotary meeting this month as they reached out
as they were interested in learning more about the facility

e Attended the Regional BC Food Hub annual networking event as well as the
Thrive BC food and Beverage Conference

e We replaced the sidewalk on Harbour Rd out front of the building which is much
nicer and safer!

e We are looking to partner with Community Futures to bring some workshops for
youth

e We are working on partnering with the ACRD and North Island College to offer
another seafood processing course in the near future

e Alberni Ice is open and offering flaked salt ice until mid-October.

¢ We have a commercial waterfront space for lease at the harbour, behind Dock+.
We have put out a RFP seeking interest in someone opening bistro and market
or other compatible waterfront business. Please share with anyone who may be
interested

Sponsorships and Community Awareness

e The Dock+ has committed to another year of sponsoring the music at the Spirit
Square Market

e We will be advertising in this year's growers Guide

¢ We continue to seek instructors to host community workshops

¢ We continue to promote The Dock+ and our tenants on the Peak Radio, the
Scoop and through social media

Cecilia Addy, Manager Marina and Dock+ Operations

Port Alberni Port Authority, Dock+ Food Hub


https://maps.app.goo.gl/21BFZZ7uMxopBtU1A
tel:7784218612
mailto:info@thedockplus.ca

Tofino Community Food Initiative

Home growers reporting higher pest pressure then recent years (cabbage moth, slugs, cut worms)
TCFl expanding summer garden programming for children in partnership with the district of Tofino

Edible Garden Tours on July 18 and 26th in Tofino and Ucluelet

Opitsaht garden program successfully grew food this year! The program will continue in the fall and into
2027, supported by CBT and farm to school BC.

New sign at Wickaninnish community school garden highlights Tla-o-qui-aht agricultural practices on
the coast

Thank you! I’'ll be attending on Zoom.

Katie Miles (she/her)
Administrator/Program Coordinator
Tofino Community Food Initiative

I respectfully acknowledge that | live, work & grow food in the traditional, ancestral & unceded territory of the Tla-o-qui-aht & Nuu-chah-nulth First Nations. We
strive for cultural inclusion & reconciliation through our work and are continuously learning to do this better.
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ACRD ADC 4-H REPORT for July 14, 2026 meeting

Projects are Cloverbud, Beef, Small Engines, Horses, Poultry, Rabbit, Cavy, Sheep, and Dog.
There is one club again this year, Alberni Cloverpatch

The Regional Public Speaking competition was held on April 11 here in Port Alberni. We are part
of the Vancouver Island 4-H Region and there were participants from Comox, Cowichan,
Parksville-Qualicum and South Malahat Districts attending. Special thanks to the ADFF for
allowing us to use the building on the Fall Fair grounds for this competition. The event went
very well, and the judges were very impressed with the quality of all the speeches. The top 3
competitors in the Senior category will go on to represent Vancouver Island at the 4-H

Provincial Communications Final in July in Langley.

Project meetings are well under way for all Projects and members are working with their project
animals, or their machines in the case of the Small Engines project!

A very successful Tag Day was held the weekend of June 5/6 and approximately $2000 raised for
the 4-H District — as usual the people of Port Alberni were very generous and very encouraging
to all the members who took part. It’s always wonderful to see the support that 4-H has here in
the Alberni Valley

Monthly business meetings continue.

The District Judging Rally was held at Arrowvale Farm on June 20" — special thanks to Bob and
Ann Collins for generously offering their farm for this event.

Plans are underway to attend the Coombs Fair, Alberni District Fall Fair and possibly the Comox
Valley Exhibition.

Respectfully submitted
Patty Palmer

Resource Leader, Port Alberni 4-H District
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