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Alberni Valley Regional Airport Advisory Committee Meeting 
Thursday, June 13, 2024 

10:00 am 
 

Regular Agenda 
Watch the meeting live at: https://www.acrd.bc.ca/events/13-6-2024/  
 
Register to participate via Zoom Webinar at:  
https://acrd-bc-ca.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN JQZ lco7ROOZZ9i6pzaNdQ#/registration  

 
PAGE # 

1. CALL TO ORDER 
 

Recognition of Territories. 
 

Notice to attendees and delegates that this meeting is being recorded and 
livestreamed to YouTube on the Regional District Website. 
 
Introductions - Committee Members and Staff present in the Boardroom. 

 
2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

(motion to approve, including late items requires 2/3 majority vote) 
 
3. DECLARATIONS 
 (conflict of interest) 
 
4. MINUTES 
 

a. Alberni Valley Regional Airport Advisory Committee Minutes – April 
18, 2024  

 
THAT the minutes of the Alberni Valley Regional Airport Advisory Committee 
meeting held on April 18, 2024 be adopted. 

 
5. CORRESPONDENCE  
 

a. GoFundMe to create Hawaii Mars Final Flight Documentary 
b. Letter from David Wiwchar regarding renaming of the Alberni Airport 

Terminal building to Wallace Watts Terminal 
 
6. REPORTS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3-5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6-9 
10-11 
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a. AVRA Terms of Reference – J. Brunn, General Manager of Community 
Services 

b. AVRA Operations and Projects Verbal Update – Mark Fortune, Airport 
Manager  
 

7. LATE BUSINESS 
(requires 2/3 majority vote) 

 
8. QUESTION PERIOD 
 

Questions/Comments from the public: 
• Participating in the Zoom meeting 
• Emailed to the ACRD at responses@acrd.bc.ca 

 
9. IN CAMERA 

(ALL/UNWEIGHTED) 
 
Motion to close the meeting to the public as per the Community Charter, 
section: 
i.  90 (1) (c) : labour relations or other employee relations. 

 
10. ADJOURN 
 

 
12-16 
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     Alberni-Clayoquot Regional District 
 

MINUTES OF THE ALBERNI VALLEY REGIONAL AIRPORT  
ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING  

HELD ON THURSDAY, APRIL 18, 2024, 10:00 AM 
Hybrid - Zoom/Board Room, 3008 Fifth Avenue, Port Alberni, BC  

 
MEMBERS  Mike Ruttan, Chairperson, Member at Large  
PRESENT:  Cindy Solda, City of Port Alberni 
   Penny Cote, Director, Electoral Area “D” (Sproat Lake) 
   Moriah Cootes, Director, Uchucklesaht Tribe 
   Michael Hoff, Member at Large 
   Harley Wylie, Councillor, Tseshaht First Nation 
   Shelley Chrest, Port Alberni Port Authority 
   Mike Cann, Sproat Lake Volunteer Fire Department 
   Hakon Askerhaug, Coulson Aviation 
 
REGRETS:  Dean Sept, Member at Large, Alberni Valley 
   Chris Washington, Alberni Valley Chamber of Commerce 
   Dan Savard, Member at Large 

Brandy Lauder, Chief Councillor, Hupacasath First Nation 
 

STAFF PRESENT: Mark Fortune, Airport Manager 
Wendy Hayes, Community Services Assistant 
Michael McGregor, Lands and Resources Coordinator 
Pat Deakin, City of Port Alberni 
 

The meeting can be viewed on the Alberni-Clayoquot Regional District website at: 
https://www.acrd.bc.ca/events/18-4-2024/  
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 

The Chairperson called the meeting to order at 10:04 am. 
 
The Chairperson recognized this meeting is being held throughout the Nuu-chah-nulth 
territories. 
 
The Chairperson reported this meeting is being recorded and livestreamed to YouTube 
on the Regional District website. 
 
Introductions - Committee Members and Staff present in the Boardroom and via Zoom. 
 

2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 

MOVED: C. Solda 
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SECONDED: H. Wylie 
 
THAT the agenda be approved as circulated. 

CARRIED 
 
3. DECLARATIONS 
 
4. ADOPTION OF MINUTES 
 

a. Alberni Valley Regional Airport Advisory Committee Minutes – January 18, 
2024 

 
MOVED: C. Solda 
SECONDED: P. Cote 

 
THAT the minutes of the Alberni Valley Regional Airport Advisory Committee 
meeting held on January 18, 2024 be adopted. 

CARRIED 
 
5. CORRESPONDENCE 
 
6. REQUEST FOR DECISIONS 

 
7. REPORTS 
 

a. AVRA Terms of Reference – J. Brunn, General Manager of Community 
Services  

b. OLS Clearing Update – M. McGregor, Lands and Resources Coordinator 
 
MOVED: C. Solda 
SECONDED: H.Wylie 

 
THAT the Alberni Valley Regional Airport Advisory Committee receives report b 
and that the Committee defer discussion on the AVRA Terms of Reference to a 
future meeting to receive additional information from staff.  
 

8. LATE BUSINESS 
 
9. QUESTION PERIOD 
 

Questions/Comments from the public.   
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Roger Haggerty from the Alberni Valley Drag Race Association highlighted that they are 
applying to the ACRD Board of Directors to have a drag race at the Alberni Valley 
Regional Airport in 2024, and will be a delegation at the May 8, 2024 ACRD Board of 
Directors meeting. 
 
The Community Services Assistant advised there were no questions or comments 
respecting an agenda topic from public: 

• Participating in the Zoom webinar 
• Submissions received by email at responses@acrd.bc.ca. 

 
10. ADJOURN 
 

MOVED: P. Cote 
SECONDED: H. Wylie 
 
THAT the meeting be adjourned at 10:38 am. 

CARRIED 
 
 
Certified Correct: 
 
 
 
_________________________________  ________________________________ 
Mike Ruttan,      Wendy Hayes, 
Chairperson      Community Services Assistant 
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[CAUTION] This email originated from outside of the ACRD 

Hi Jenny, 

Could this please be included as an information item on our agenda for Thursday? I’ll send you the correct link shortly. 

Mike 
Sent from my iPhone 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: Richard Mosdell < > 
Date: June 8, 2024 at 11:08:39 PM PDT 

Subject: GoFundME for making a Hawaii Mars documentary of the final flight and the origin rescue 
story behind it 

Hi everyone in Port Alberni! 

The BC Aviation Museum's Save the Mars Team is truly appreciative of all your support to save 
the Hawaii Mars here on the Island. 

Behind the scenes the puzzle pieces keep growing and the team is working on this project 
everyday. 

Local press announced the final flight as August 10, but the donor has yet to confirm therefore 
watch for the museum's press release next week. 

The RCMP predict more people will come to watch the arrival in Victoria than when the late 
Queen visited Victoria in 2002. 

But we do need everyone's help to fund the documentary expenses. 

A great group of local media professionals are volunteering to capture the video and photos of 
this rescue project, but they have real expenses to cover including travel, new equipment, new 
data storage, production rentals and licensing. 

This GoFundMe target is actually small for a documentary as it is seed money to attract a 
broadcaster to fund it further. 

Media captured will be posted daily and ultimately a stunning feature length documentary will 
be created for the international festival circuit, even Cannes is in our sights. 

This request is also going to go out to the major aviation networks over the next week, some of 
which are used to raising $$, but we do hope for the Valley's support to get the ball rolling. 
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May I please ask you to promote this GoFundMe campaign to your community. 

If you have any questions, feel free to contact me anytime. 

Thank you so much! 
Richard 

https://www.gofundme.com/f/donate-to-help-make-the-hawaii-mars-final-flight-documentary 

"The Hawaii Mars saved BC, now it's time for BC to save the Mars." 

Please donate to help fund the making of the documentary of this once in a 
lifetime final flight and the origin rescue story, all of which is to be produced 
by local professional filmmakers. 

Please share too because the Hawaii Mars will soon be a Heritage Canada 
certified national treasure since it means so much to so many people. 

Short origin film of the rescue of the Hawaii Mars 

Thank you! 
Richard 

Richard Mosdell 
Save the Mars project lead 
BC Aviation Museum 
at the Victoria International Airport 
www.bcam.net 
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David Wiwchar
Operations Manager / News Director 
93.3 The PEAK (CJAV-FM)
3296 3rd Ave, Port Alberni BC, V9Y 4E1 
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1 Terms of Reference – Alberni Valley Airport Advisory Committee, 2024 
 

 

Alberni-Clayoquot Regional District 

Terms of Reference 
Alberni Valley Regional Airport Advisory Committee 

 
Introduction 

The Alberni-Clayoquot Regional District has formed the Alberni Valley Regional Airport Advisory 
Committee to facilitate participation from local government, First Nations, business and 
community interests within the Alberni Valley on matters associated with the development of 
the Alberni Valley Regional Airport. 

 
The Airport Advisory Committee is a standing committee of the ACRD and reports directly to 
the Alberni-Clayoquot Regional District Board. 

Definitions 
 

ACRD means the Alberni-Clayoquot Regional District. 
 

Airport means the Alberni Valley Regional Airport. 
 

Board means the Alberni-Clayoquot Regional District Board of Directors. 

Committee means the Alberni Valley Regional Airport Advisory Committee. 

Objective 

The Committee reviews, reports and advises the Board on matters concerning the long-term 
development of the Airport. 

Scope of Work 

To achieve this objective, the Committee will review and advise the A Board on the following: 
 

a. Promoting and marketing the Airport 
b. Encouraging the development of improved air services to the region 
c. Review and make recommendations on identified Airport matters as requested by 

the Board 
d. Gather and provide community input with respect to Airport plans and activities 

impacting the community 
e. Review and provide input on issues impacting the Airport and Airport lands 
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2 Terms of Reference – Alberni Valley Airport Advisory Committee, 2024 

f. Advise on matters relating to Airport services such as; development planning,
economic development, operations, maintenance and safety.

All Committee deliberations and recommendations to the Board will be guided by the ACRD’s 
Strategic Plan. 

Membership 

In order to provide representation from all areas served by the Airport, as well as business and 
community interests, membership of the Committee is as follows: 

a. One (1) member nominated from the Tseshaht First Nation
b. One (1) member nominated from the Hupacasath First Nation
c. One (1) member nominated from the Alberni Valley Chamber of Commerce
d. One (1) member nominated from the Port Alberni Port Authority
e. Two (2) members at-large representing the business community in the Alberni Valley
f. One (1) member at-large representing Electoral Area “D” (Sproat Lake)
g. One (1) ACRD Director from the City of Port Alberni nominated by the City of Port Alberni
h. One (1) ACRD Director from the Alberni Valley Electoral Areas (Beaufort, Sproat Lake,

Beaver Creek, Cherry Creek)
i. The ACRD Director (1) from the Uchucklesaht Tribe Government
j. One (1) member nominated from the Sproat Lake Volunteer Fire Department
k. One (1) member representing AVRA’s anchor tenant, Coulson Aircrane Ltd.

Appointment and Term 

Members shall be appointed by the ACRD Board of Directors for a two-year term. 

The ACRD Board may, at any time, remove any member of the Committee and any member of 
the Committee may resign at any time upon sending written notice to the Chairperson of the 
Committee. 

Members may stand for re-appointment by the ACRD Board at the conclusion of their term. 

Non ACRD members of the Committee serve without remuneration. 

In the event of a vacancy occurring during the regular term of office, the vacancy may be filled 
for the remainder of the term by an alternate nominated by the Committee and approved by 
the ACRD Board of Directors. 

Chair 

The Committee shall, at its first inaugural meeting annually, elect a Chairperson from amongst 
its members. 
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