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1.0  Introduction 
 
 
1.1 Background 
 
For the purpose of this plan, the West Coast includes the ACRD’s Electoral Area “C” – Long Beach and 
from Tofino at the Northern tip of the Esowista peninsula south, through Tla-o-qui-aht lands, the Pacific 
Rim National Park Reserve (PRNPR), and Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ lands, to the District of Ucluelet in the South on 
the Ucluth peninsula, around the Ucluelet Inlet into Steward Bay and Toquaht lands. This area is 
bordered by the Pacific Ocean to the north, south, and west and is one of the most naturally rich and 
visited places in the country. It is home to creative, active, and pioneering people who identify with the 
unique physical landscape and who have created a culture of sustainability and respect for the 
environment. Part of the culture of sustainability includes investing in cycling and active transportation 
networks and equitable transportation options.  
 
Communities across Canada have focused efforts on expanding cycling networks to increase 
connectivity between key destinations to encourage cycling. Cycling is a critical piece of the multimodal 
travel pattern. Large scale network planning has been successful through community partnerships and 
research has shown that expanded and well planned cycling infrastructure has resulted in increased 
usership and a number spin off effects. While cycling helps to increase physical health, it has been 
shown to have important cultural, economic, environmental, psychological, and social benefits that 
together result in more livable communities. 
 
The West Coast community has supported and encouraged cycling and active transportation options 
through policy, including the ACRD’s South Long Beach OCP and Regional Parks and Trail Strategic 
Plan, the District of Tofino Official Community Plan (OCP) and Cycling Network Plan, the District of 
Ucluelet’s OCP and Transportation Plan, the PRNPR’s plan to extend the ʔapsčiik t̓ašii (pronounced 
ups-cheek ta-shee), and others. While these plans promote cycling, a plan to support affordable and 
sustainable transportation options within and between communities is a key priority. The West Coast 
Cycling Network Plan builds off the work completed by these diverse planning strategies and proposes 
to support a stronger cycling community on the West Coast, while providing sustainable travelling 
options to the areas numerous annual (600,000 and growing) visitors.  
 
This plan presents a strategy to develop cycling routes and provide cycling amenities with the objective 
of supporting community needs and fostering a more sustainable, west coast inspired, tourism 
experience.  
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1.2 Planning Process 
 

• The ACRD West Coast Cycling Network Plan was developed between July and October 2019. 
The plan is based on input from residents, community stakeholders, best practices, ACRD 
policies, and District departments.  

• A community engagement strategy was initiated in September 2019. This included an online 
survey, which was live for two weeks. An open house took place at the Ucluelet Community 
Centre to help define priorities for cycling on the West Coast. 

• BCs Active Transportation Guide and all ages and abilities best practices informed the 
recommendations in the action plan for improvements for cycling infrastructure.  

• The plan was written with an emphasis on the need for collaboration between the District of 
Tofino, District of Ucluelet, Pacific Rim National Park, Toquaht Nation, Tla-o-qui-aht First 
Nation, and Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ Government.  

• Staff will present this plan to Directors in October 2019 for their consideration. 

 

1.3 Plan Framework 

This report summarizes existing cycling network and active transportation strategies and proposes 
recommendations for an integrated, multijurisdictional, cycling network that includes: Parks Canada 
Pacific Rim National Park, District of Ucluelet, District of Tofino, Toquaht Nation, Tla-o-qui-aht First 
Nation, Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ Government, and Long Beach Electoral Area of the ACRD.  

Section 2.0 presents the Vision and Goals for the West Coast Cycling Network Plan. 

Section 3.0 summarized a regional policy review. 

Section 4.0 summarizes the community engagement process. 

Section 5.0 lists the existing cycling infrastructure and identifies opportunities and issues for 
cycling and active transportation.  

Section 6.0 presents recommendations in the form of an Action Plan for cycling and active 
transportation on the West Coast. 

Section 7.0 identifies funding opportunities. 
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2.0 Vision & Goals 
 
 
2.1 Vision 
 
The recommendations within this plan align are guided by the following vision: 
 
The Alberni-Clayoquot Regional District recognizes the culturally and environmentally unique West 
Coast environment. The ACRD commits to supporting residents and the natural environment by 
reducing its carbon footprint through providing transportation alternatives. The ACRD’s Cycling Network 
Plan articulates one piece of the Regional District’s greater commitment towards developing a safe and 
connected transportation network that supports equitability, creates economic opportunities, and 
promotes healthy communities. 
 
 
2.2 Goals 
 

• Reduce vehicle traffic trips congestion and GHG emissions. 

• Provide equitable and safe cycling and active transportation routes for all ages and abilities. 

• Encourage transportation cycling to and from school, work, and errands. 

• Support the West Coast tourism economy. 

• Reach new types of provincial, national, and international travelers to bolster the sustainable 
tourism sector.  
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3.0 Policy Context 
 
Multiple cycling transportation efforts for the West Coast are under development or 
have recently been completed. Local policy documents have provided guidance and 
context for the Cycling Network Plan. These include: 
 
 
3.1 ACRD 
 
ACRD Parks & Trails Strategic Plan (2015) 

The Alberni Clayoquot Regional District’s Parks and Trails Strategic 
Plan provides a comprehensive plan to guide parks and trail 
development over the next ten years. This document supports cycling 
infrastructure as an important component of the regional parks and 
trails network. Specifically, the plan includes a Planning and 
Management Goal:  

• 6.2.4 Goal 4: 10) that pedestrian, wheelchair, cycling, boater 
and equestrian trails and park linkages be developed through 
the region to encourage active modes of travel and to improve 
the quality of life and health of residents and visitors to the 
ACRD (p. 27). 

 
South Long Beach Official Community Plan (OCP) 

Recognizing the rural character of the area, the South Long Beach 
OCP identifies key transportation objectives and policies to support 
cycling and active transportation while recognizing the limitations of the 
rural community. This area has few public roads for a community of its 
size, and each of these roads are under provincial jurisdiction. Cycling 
policies within the OCP include:  

•  “4.11.2 The Junction Policies h) The Alberni Clayoquot 
Regional District will seek the cooperation of property owners 
and the Ministry of Transportation to provide a safe 
continuation of the bike/pedestrian path through The Junction 
area.” 

• “4.15.2 Parks and Recreation Policies m) The Alberni 
Clayoquot Regional District will work with the provincial 
government, the District of Ucluelet and property owners to plan for the extension of the bike 
path through The Junction and northwards along the Tofino-Ucluelet Highway.” 

• “6.2.2 Roads and Transportation Policies a) The Alberni Clayoquot Regional District will work 
with the Ministry of Transportation, the District of Tofino and the District of Ucluelet to improve 
safety for drivers, bicyclists and pedestrians on high-volume-traffic roads such as the Tofino-
Ucluelet Highway and Port Albion Road. 
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Additionally, the South Long Beach OCP includes policies to improve the Junction. Not only is the 
Junction a key “gateway” to the West Coast, it is also a critical area from a cycling and pedestrian 
safety perspective. The OCP policy states: 

• “6.2.2 Roads and Transportation Policies b) The Alberni-Clayoquot Regional District urges the 
Ministry of Transportation to conduct a traffic study for the Junction intersection, and the 
highway access to Ucluelet, and explore methods such as a traffic circle at the Junction, and 
turning lanes at critical highway access points, speed-limit signs, intersection signs and 
pedestrian-awareness signs to improve traffic flow and safety.” 

The OCP prioritizes “an interconnecting system of trails, pathways, greenways, open spaces and 
parks” as part of the Parks and Recreation Policies. The ACRD can use the subdivision and 
development proposal process to dedicate parkland to enhance the cycling network. 

 
3.2 Parks Canada 

ʔapsčiik t̓ašii Trail 

As part of ‘Budget 2016’, the Federal government announced funding for a new biking and walking trail 
within Pacific Rim National Park Reserve. The proposed Parks Canada ʔapsčiik t̓ašii (pronounced ups-
cheek ta-shee) trail will extend through the entirety of the National Park, but stops short of connecting 
both Tofino’s MUP and Ucluelet’s paved path by approximately 2.8 km (Tofino) and 1.2 km (Ucluelet). 
The ʔapsčiik t̓ašii Trail is under construction and once finished will create a 25 km long destination trail 
corridor. A connection through ACRD jurisdiction can create the final linkage in the trail corridor from 
District of Tofino in the north, through the Tla-o-qui-aht First Nation communities of Esowista and Ty-
Histannis, Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ lands, and finally to the District of Ucluelet in the south. 
 
3.3 District of Ucluelet 
 
District of Ucluelet Transportation Plan (2011) 
 
The District of Ucluelet’s Transportation Plan emphasizes the 
importance of influencing and providing transportation choices to reduce 
GHG emissions towards supporting the transition to a more sustainable 
community. While presenting a framework for safe and efficient 
movement of people, the transportation plan identifies transportation 
infrastructure needs and safe cycling networks throughout the District. 
Numerous cycling transportation improvements within the plan include: 
 

• Encourage the development of pedestrian and bicycle facilities 
as part of all new development projects; 

• Consider a walking/biking trail circuit to show‐case the 
community, similar to the Traboulay Trail in Port Coquitlam; 

• Ensure adequate, secure bicycle parking facilities at major 
destinations within the District; 
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• Consider extending the bike trail system to Tofino in partnership with the District of Tofino, 
Parks Canada and other agencies; and 

• Improve pedestrian connections between the Village Square, waterfront areas, and the 
residential areas of the District. 

Parks and Recreation Master Plan (2013) 

The vision of the District of Ucluelet’s Parks and Recreation Master Plan 
is to positively affect the overall health and well-being of the community 
by providing the best in Recreation, Tourism, and Parks Services. 
Included in this document are numerous objectives and policies to 
improve cycling in Ucluelet including: 

• Providing amenities and site furnishings within parks or along 
trails, including bike racks; 

• Developing walkways/trails that are designed to accommodate 
walking, jogging, and cycling; and 

• Create wayfinding signage to direct residents and visitors along 
walkways and trails. 

 
3.4 District of Tofino  
 
Multi-Modal Transportation Plan (2019 Draft) 
 
District of Tofino has released a Multi-Modal Transportation Plan draft to 
address current transportation challenges and shape future 
transportation in Tofino. The plan shifts focus from private cars towards 
promoting transportation alternatives. Section 4 of the draft plan focuses 
on the current state of cycling in Tofino and plans for cycling in the 
future. Five cycling strategies are included in the plan: 

1. Provide a complete, comfortable, and connected bicycle 
network. 

2. Enhance the multi-use path to ensure adequate space for 
cycling, walking, and other forms of active transportation. 

3. Extend the multi-use path network. 

4. Enhance the environment for people cycling through safety and 
accessibility improvements. 

5. Support cycling focused programs and initiatives.  
 
The District of Tofino has secured funding to extend the MUP from Tofino, through the ACRD, to the 
Pacific Rim National Park. This is a critical linkage in ensuring east-west connectivity on the West 
Coast. 
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Cycling Network Plan (August 2008) 
 
The District of Tofino Cycling Network Plan is a comprehensive guide for 
cycling network planning within the District and connecting to the Pacific 
Rim National Park. The Plan establishes the Multi-Use Path as the “spin” 
of cycling in Tofino and prioritizes further developing safe cycling along 
this route. The plan establishes a long-term vision for cycling routes, 
recommends improvements and extensions for the cycling network, 
presents design standards, and promotes safety, education, and 
programs for cyclists.  
 
The plan provides recommendations to standardize infrastructure, such as 
path markings and connecting the District’s MUP to Parks Canada’s 
proposed MUP through the ACRD. This project was initiated in spring, 
2019.  
 
 
Each of the policy documents reviewed emphasize the need for network planning and connecting key 
linkages, wayfinding and other signage, safety, accessibility, equitability, improved cycling amenities, 
and greater public awareness. 
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4.0 Community Engagement Summary 
 
An engagement strategy was developed for the West Coast of the ACRD, including 
an Open House taking place in Ucluelet and an online survey.  
 
The West Coast is made up of a collection of communities and jurisdictions. The District of Tofino, 
District of Ucluelet, and the Pacific Rim National Park also engaged with their respective communities 
on cycling and transportation opportunities. Data from previous engagement related to cycling were 
reviewed, summarized, and used to inform the plan. 
 
4.1 Past Engagement 
 
Pacific Rim National Park Reserve 
 
Parks Canada held public information sessions for the ʔapsčiik t̓ašii (pronounced ups-cheek ta-shee): 
multi-use pathway in the communities of Tofino, Ucluelet, Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ and Tla-o-qui-aht First Nation in 
November 2016, June 2017 and March 2019. 
 
ACRD Regional Parks and Trails Master Plan 
 
The ACRD hosted five community engagement events in the fall of 2013 to provide an opportunity for 
residents to express how they use regional parks and trail and what they would like to see in the future. 
Bike related themes expressed at those engagement events included: 

• A Multi-use path connecting Tofino to Ucluelet  

• Regional wayfinding and signage 

• Interpretive and educational signage 

• Safe and accessible paths 
 

District of Tofino Multi-Modal Transportation Plan 
 
From August 2018 to May 2019, the district of Tofino developed a draft Multi-Modal Transportation 
Plan, which included numerous community engagement events. Residents identified their top cycling 
opportunities in Tofino: 

• Ensure pathways are well lit 

• Ensure bike routes are maintained year-round 

• Widen multi-use path 
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District of Ucluelet Parks and Recreation Master Plan 
 
A series of interactive boards were presented at an Open House for the Parks and Recreation 
Commission on October 26th, 2011. At this event, residents noted that they would like to see: 

• Signage at access points 

• More trails and sidewalks 

• More biking amenities, such as bike racks 
 
4.2 West Coast Cycling Network Online Survey 
 
A voluntary online survey was launched in September 2019. The survey link was distributed in the local 
newspaper, social media, district website, and directly to stakeholders. The 64 survey responses 
provided feedback on the current network and what they would like to see change. 
 
Over 20% of respondents make daily cycling trips and over 69% make at least monthly cycling trips 
when asked how frequently they used a bike for transportation. According to the Statistics Canada’s 
2016 census, residents living in the District of Tofino and Ucluelet rank amongst the highest of those in 
Canada for cycling trips. Improvements and additions to cycling infrastructure can help support this 
population and encourage others to cycle. 

 
The existing Multi-Use Paths are highly trafficked transportation and recreation corridors. When asked 
how they used the MUP, 73% of respondents noted that they used it at least once monthly and over 
85% responded that they would use the MUP if it were extended from Ucluelet to Tofino. 
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Figure 1 Cycling Survey - Trips for Transportation. 
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Figure 2 Cycling Survey - Potential extended MUP use. 
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Respondents on the West Coast noted that they would like to see multiple new cycling routes 
developed. The top 3 routes mentioned include:  

1. The existing ACRD & Ucluelet Multi-Use Path to the Junction 

2. Hitacu to Millstream along Port Albion Road 

3. Peninsula Road (District of Ucluelet) 
 
One respondent noted that they average 60km per week riding Port Albion Road, despite the absence 
of cycling infrastructure, low visibility, and a high speed limit.  
 
Feeling unsafe was the primary barrier noted amongst respondents when asked what prevents them 
from cycling. Respondents noted that low visibility on winding roads and poor road surfaces 
discouraged them from getting on their bikes.  
 

 
Figure 3 Cycling Survey - barriers. 
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When asked what infrastructure improvements would most effectively increase the number of cycling 
trips, 61% responded that protected bike lanes would be a “very effective” choice and 58% responded 
that wider shoulders would be a “very effective” choice. Respondents generally answered that 
additional investments into cycling infrastructure and amenities would increase cycling trips over 
education, programing, or signage. 
 

 
Figure 4 Cycling Survey - Improvements. 
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5.0 Inventory 
 

Currently, there is limited cycling infrastructure within the ACRD. A multi-use path 
extends from the District of Ucluelet’s boundary, along the Tofino-Ucluelet Highway 
for approximately 3km but dead ends forcing riders to utilize the highway. The ACRD has a local 
service agreement with the District of Ucluelet to contribute Area “C” – Long Beach tax dollars towards 
maintaining the multi-use path. 
 
The District of Tofino is currently extending the existing MUP from town to the Pacific Rim National Park 
boundary. Approximately 845m of this extension is within the ACRDs boundary. 
 

 
Figure 5 Existing, under construction, and proposed MUP. 

 
Many residents walk and cycle along local roads from Hitacu and Port Albion towards Millstream to 
connect to the multi-use path. These roads are under the Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure’s 
jurisdiction and they do not include painted shoulders or separated pathways for pedestrians. For the 
most part, these roads are narrow, windy with poor sight lines, and are used for local parking, forcing 
pedestrians and cyclists into the roadway. 
 
The District of Tofino and the District of Ucluelet have made significant investments in cycling and 
active transportation infrastructure.  
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Appendix A presents a summary of guidelines for cycling infrastructure to be used in conjunction with 
the Transportation Association of Canada’s (TAC) guidelines, BC Active Transportation Design Guide, 
and recommendations from qualified professionals. 
 
 
5.1 Opportunities 

Pavement markings 

• Paint to increase visibility. A standardized marking system should be implemented across 
jurisdictions to provide safer and more navigable networks.  

MUP extension 

• Developing the MUP from the end of the existing MUP to the southern extension of the 
proposed Parks Canada ʔapsčiik t’ašii Trail will increase safety for users and provide unique 
economic opportunities.  

Materials and Planting 

• Integrating natural, West Coast inspired materials and native species to new paths with the 
surrounding environment to ensure that the built environment does not detract from the world 
class natural environment. 

Amenities 

• Providing cycling amenities, such as secure parking facilities, fixit stations, and bathrooms. 

Less Driving 

• Reducing vehicle trips and GHGs emissions by providing an active transportation route for daily 
commuting. 

• Reduce traffic congestion, particularly in the high tourist season. 

Transportation options 

• Providing safe, equitable transportation options. 

• An opportunity to collaborate with residents to address route finding options and safety 
concerns. 

• An opportunity to increase multi-modal transportation on the West Coast. 
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5.2 Issues 

Motorist – Cyclist Conflicts 

• Private driveway crossings, highway crossings, and roadway crossings along the MUP present 
a safety concern for users. 

MUP Maintenance 

• Asphalt cracking and heaving from age and plant roots. 

Lack of pedestrian/cyclist separation 

• Few pedestrian and cyclist dedicated routes. 

Visibility 

• Lack of painted or otherwise marked routes. 

Signage 

• Lack of wayfinding, informative, and regulatory signage. 
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6.0 Action Plan 

The West Coast Cycling Network Plan provides a long-term vision for cycling on the 
West Coast. Recognizing that the recommendations presented require significant 
investment and intergovernmental coordination, projects will be reviewed and completed as funding 
and opportunities for partnerships arise. 

Cycling is one component of a multi-modal transportation network. A multi-modal network is integral to 
achieve goals towards reducing the region’s environmental footprint and for providing healthy, safe, and 
affordable transportation options. The first step towards creating a successful West Coast cycling 
network is to develop regional cycling partnerships that work together to provide safe and accessible 
cycling routes, then to promote the network and encourage usership. While this plan presents short, 
medium, and long-term recommendations, new opportunities and ideas will arise that may take priority. 

Recommendations  

Partnerships 

The ACRD is a federation consisting of member municipalities, Maa-Nulth Treaty First Nations, and 
electoral areas. The West Coast Cycling Network Plan involves a land area that includes multiple 
jurisdictions. All public roads within ACRD electoral areas are under the jurisdiction of the Ministry of 
Transportation and Infrastructure. Partnerships are both desired and required to achieve many of the 
recommendations within this plan. 

 
1. Work with representatives from the Alberni-Clayoquot 

Regional District, Parks Canada, Ministry of 
Transportation and Infrastructure, Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ 
Government, Tla-o-qui-aht First Nation, Toquaht Nation, 
District of Tofino, and District of Ucluelet to establish a 
cycling network “working committee” to discuss topics 
of mutual interest. 

Short Term 

The West Coast Cycling Network Plan spans multiple jurisdictions. Many of the 
recommendations within this plan require partnerships in order to be effective. 

 

Grants 

The costs of implementing the recommendations identified in this plan can be reduced by pursuing 
external funding sources.  

 
2. Work with the working committee to pursue all available 

sources of funding for transportation infrastructure, 
amenities, and programs. 

Short Term 

While funding sources change regularly, some of the funding sources currently available 
that the ACRD include, but are not limited to: BikeBC funding, Island Coastal Economic 
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Trust grants, ICBC road improvement programs, New Building Canada Fund – Small 
Communities Fund, and Green Municipal Funding.  

 
 
Junction 
 
The Junction is the area located at the junction of the Pacific Rim Highway and the Tofino-Ucluelet 
Highway. It is the “arrival point” for people entering the West Coast and is a visually important gateway. 
Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ business district and Park Canada’s Visitor Information Centre are separated by the 
Pacific Rim Highway, without any safe pedestrian crossings. The South Long Beach OCP includes 
objectives and policies for improving the Junction. The following recommendations reiterate the 
importance of improving the Junction through a cycling lens. 
 

3. Create a street design to accommodate cyclists, 
pedestrians, and vehicles at the Junction while providing 
an aesthetic entrance to the West Coast and protecting 
the aquifer. 

Short-Term 

The Junction is the gateway to the west coast, a world renowned destination. The design 
should reflect the wild, west coast aesthetic while serving residents and visitors with safe 
and accessible street crossings and protecting the quality and quantity of groundwater 
resources in the area. 

4. Work with MOTI and the “working committee” to improve 
traffic safety at the junction. Connect the proposed Multi-
Use Path, Parks Canada Visitor Centre, Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ 
business district through safe, pedestrian and cycling 
crossings. 

Medium-Term 

 

Signage 
 
A legible regional signage system is necessary to create consistent messaging to make the network 
safer and easier to navigate for users.  Signage is important for effectively branding the MUP. 
 

5. Collaborate with the “working committee” to develop a 
regional signage strategy. The strategy should be 
comprehensive and include wayfinding and directional 
signage, wildlife signage, informative signage, and trail 
etiquette signage. 

Medium-Term 

Common guidelines for wayfinding signage will contribute to making the West Coast more 
universally accessible while providing consistent and reliable messaging. Approximately 
40km of the West Coast will be accessible by a MUP. This pathway includes numerous 
access points to destinations and trails. Wayfinding signage should include distances to 
destinations, the comprehensive cycling network, and key access points and entrances. 
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Facilities & Amenities 
 
Developing cycling facilities and providing cycling amenities makes cycling a more feasible option for 
day-to-day commuters and supports pleasant visitor trips. The installation of cycling facilities and 
amenities will impact the ACRDs maintenance budget and should be considered when approving new 
capital projects. 
 

6. Establish standards for trip enhancement amenities and 
end-of-trip facilities with the “working committee”. Short-Term 

Amenities should be provided on all networks. Standards for amenities should be developed 
with the “working committee” to ensure that the network meets the needs of network users. 
Recommended standards include water fountains, benches installed at set intervals, fixit 
stations, lockers, and others. 

7. Build end-of-trip facilities based on standards developed 
by the “working committee”. Ongoing 

Trip facilities can determine whether a person determines to travel via active transportation. 
Common amenities included in end of trip facilities include: bike parking, showers, lockers, 
benches, fountains, repair stations, lighting, and landmark indicators. Determining key 
locations for end-of-trip facilities should be a joint exercise that includes the “working 
committee” and is based on assessed need and implemented as resources permit. 

8. Support multi-modal transportation by connecting cycling 
routes to transit hubs and integrating cycling amenities at 
hubs. 

Ongoing 

The ACRD has requested that the Regional Board consider establishing a West Coast 
Transit Service Area Establishment Bylaw.  If the transit service is established, integrating 
cycling infrastructure and amenities is a priority. The ACRD should work with BC Transit to 
identify opportunities to improve future bicycle-transit integration for any future transit 
services. 

9. Strategically provide bike parking at regional parks, trails, 
and transit hubs. Ongoing 

The ACRD supports active transportation and commits to providing accessible parks and 
trails. Providing cycling amenities at parks and trails supports this commitment. 

 
Network 
 
Providing a complete and connected cycling network is critical to supporting and encouraging cycling. 
Bicycle routes should be direct and should provide connections to key destinations in the region. 
Strategies for the cycling network should address safety concerns, provide network connections and 
routes, and should be designed based on best practices, the Transportation Association of Canada 
(TAC) guidelines, and the B.C. Active Transportation Design Guide. 
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Investments in the cycling network is a step to ensuring equitability in transportation and supporting the 
ACRDs environmental objectives as presented in the South Long Beach OCP. Expanding the cycling 
network will require operating and maintenance investments. 
 

10. Work with the “working committee” to create standards 
for cycling facilities and infrastructure along the MUP. Short-Term 

Appendix A includes preliminary recommendations for primary and secondary cycling 
facilities. New routes should be designed using TAC design guidelines, B.C. Active 
Transportation Design Guide, and universal design principles (all ages and abilities 
facilities).   

11. Develop policies with the “working committee” for e-
bikes, motorized skateboards, and other emerging e-
vehicles on the MUP. Ensure that the policies are 
consistent with section 183 of the Motor Vehicle Act. 

Short-Term 

Motor assisted cycles are increasing in popularity and come with a unique set of challenges. 
The province has implemented regulations, including a 32 km/h maximum speed. 
Consistent policies on the MUP are necessary to accommodate this user group for the 
safety of all trail users.   

12. Collaborate with the District of Ucluelet and the Pacific 
Rim National Park to connect the existing MUP to the 
southern extension of Parks Canada’s ʔapsčiik t̓ašii Trail 
currently under construction. 

Short-Term 

Appendix A includes preliminary design plans for the proposed MUP extension. Parks 
Canada has commenced work on a 25 km trail. The District of Tofino recently commenced 
work extending the Districts MUP to Parks Canadas’ boundary. The District of Ucluelet has 
worked with the Alberni-Clayoquot Regional District to extend a MUP from Ucluelet towards 
the Junction. This final connection will connect the District of Ucluelet to the District of Tofino 
with an active transportation corridor. 

13. Collaborate with Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ Government and the 
Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure to establish 
a cycling and active transportation route along Port 
Albion Road from Hitacu to the existing MUP on Tofino-
Ucluelet Hwy. 

Medium-Term 

The Open House, the West Coast Cycling Network Survey, and observations of Port Albion 
Road revealed a need to establish a safe, accessible cycling and active transportation 
route. The South Long Beach OCP Roads and Transportation Policies recommend 
improving drivers, bicyclists and pedestrian safety along this route. 

14. Integrate regional parks and trails by establishing cycling 
connections.  Medium-Term 

Expanding the cycling network to connect to regional parks and trails will provide greater 
accessibility for users and reduce the need for vehicle trips. Connections to existing parks, 
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including Willowbrae Park and future developments, such as mountain biking trails on 
Mount Ozzard, should be supported. 

15. Integrate the cycling network with the trails and sidewalk 
network. Ongoing 

As new and upgraded roads and other infrastructure projects arise, consider implementing 
new bicycle infrastructure. This will require internal collaboration and external collaboration 
as roads within the ACRD are under MOTI jurisdiction. 

16. Work with partners to provide regional cycling 
connections. Ongoing 

The Alberni-Clayoquot Regional District recognizes the potential for cycling connections on 
the West Coast. As trail systems develop, it is important that these connections are 
evaluated to maximize benefits to the regional community. The ACRD will actively work with 
partners to explore opportunities to extend the cycling network. 

 
Maintenance and Safety 
 
Cycling infrastructure should be maintained and accessible for all users throughout the year. 
Infrastructure maintenance will impact the ACRD’s operations and maintenance budgeting and should 
be considered in each capital project. 
 

17. Collaborate with the “working committee” to develop a 
maintenance policy for cycling routes. Short-Term 

The cycling network spans multiple jurisdictions. As such, coordinated maintenance is 
necessary to ensure satisfactory upkeep and rider safety. 

18. Ensure roads designated as bicycle routes are maintained 
year round. Ongoing 

Any roadways designate for cycling should be smooth and free of debris, and signage and 
pavement markings should be visible. Residents reported maintenance concerns as part of 
the Community Engagement process. The ACRD should engage with its partners to 
develop maintenance practices. 

19. Implement safe cycling strategies from the TAC 
guidelines across the West Coast Cycling Network, 
paying special attention to safety at all intersections and 
driveway crossings. 

Ongoing 

Over 40% of respondents to the West Coast Cycling Network Survey stated that concerns 
about safety is a barrier that prevents them from cycling. An analysis revealed conflict 
between users and private vehicle owners crossing the MUP. Considerations for a safety 
improvements at these conflict zones should be a safety priority. 
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South Long Beach OCP Recommendations 
 

20. Require all Recreational Commercial, Parks and 
Recreation, and any future public or institutional lands to 
include bicycle parking (Bike lockers, racks, etc.) 

Short-Term 

21. Amend Section 4.10.2 Port Albion Policies to include 
“the Alberni-Clayoquot Regional District will work with 
the Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure to 
provide cycling and active transportation infrastructure 
and signage on Port Albion Road”. 

Short-Term 

22. Amend section 6.2.1 Roads and Transportation 
Objectives to include “to work with the Ministry of 
Transportation and Infrastructure and BC Transit on a 
multi-modal transportation network”. 

Short-Term 

23. Amend section 6.2.1 Roads and Transportation 
Objectives to include “to encourage cycling and active 
transportation as encouraged transportation options”. 

Short-Term 

24. Amend section 6.2.1 Roads and Transportation 
Objectives to include “to work with the Ministry of 
Transportation to establish safe cycling and active 
transportation routes along key identified roadways, 
including Port Albion Road”. 

Short-Term 

25. Amend section 6.2.2 Roads and Transportation Policies 
to include “the Alberni-Clayoquot Regional District will 
work with the Ministry of Transportation and 
Infrastructure to capitalize on any roadway maintenance 
and construction to improve cycling and active 
transportation options”. 

Short-Term 

26. Amend section 6.2.2 Roads and Transportation Policies 
to include “the Alberni-Clayoquot Regional District will 
ensure that cycling, active transportation, and multi-
modal transportation plans are not compromised to 
enhance vehicular transportation”. 

Short-Term 

27. Amend section 6.2.2 Roads and Transportation Policies 
to include “the Alberni-Clayoquot Regional District will 
work with the Ministry of Transportation and 
Infrastructure to prohibit parking within constructed or 
signed cycling routes”. 

Short-Term 

28. Amend section 6.2.2 Roads and Transportation Policies 
to include “the Alberni-Clayoquot Regional District will 
work with the Ministry of Transportation and 

Short-Term 
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Infrastructure and BC Transit to integrate cycling 
infrastructure with any new transit developments to 
create an accessible, integrated, and safe multi-modal 
transportation network”. 

29. Amend section 6.2.2 b) to include “safe pedestrian and 
cyclist access” to improve the Junction intersection. Short-Term 

30. Develop bicycle parking guidelines and include 
requirements for bicycle parking in Community Service, 
Recreational Commercial, and Parks & Recreation land 
use designations. 

Short-Term 
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7.0 Funding 
 
ACRD Park Legacy/Donation Fund 
 
The ACRD Regional Parks and Trails Strategic Plan identifies funding sources for recreational 
amenities. This document suggests that a legacy fund could be established with continual opportunities 
for business or the public to donate to ongoing parks and trails projects. This fund could include 
donations for commemorative programs and or items such as tree planting, benches, viewing 
platforms, bike racks, bridges, cabins, shelters, boardwalk planks etc. A list of key donors could be 
established to celebrate their support of the community and regional parks. Tax credits should be 
provided for donors who make contributions to a legacy fund. 
 
Development Cost Charges 
 
Authorization under the Local Government Act permits establishment of development cost charges 
(DCCs) as monetary charges that local governments can apply to new developments to assist in 
providing specific services to residents of those new developments. The provision of parks is one of the 
services for which DCCs can be charged. 
 
Regional Parkland Tax Acquisition Fund 
 
Regional parks have the capacity to establish a regional park levy under a regional parks program. The 
funds annually generated in this fund would be applied towards land acquisition opportunities that arise 
for proposed regional park sites identified in the plan. The Regional Parkland Acquisition Fund (RPAF) 
would be maintained separately from the annual budget to operate the regional parks and trails system, 
with expenditure of the funds only on land purchased for regional parks and trails. The funds 
accumulated would be dependent upon the rate established and the duration or the tax, which will 
require direction and approval from the regional board. 
 
Annual Allocation 
 
The governance and costing options for this plan are a work in progress. Annual allocation of funds for 
the operation and provision of amenities, facilities, and infrastructure within the cycling network will be 
reviewed on an ongoing basis as new projects are added to the network. The inter-jurisdictional nature 
of the West Coast Cycling Network Plan will require the ACRD to engage in funding agreements to 
determine the financial responsibility of each partner on a project-by-project basis. 
 
Incentives 
 
It is possible for local governments to provide tax incentives to property owners for allowing public 
access across their lands and for donation of time or materials to the ACRD for park improvement 
purposes. 
 
Grants 
 
Grants are non-repayable funds disbursed by one party (grant makers), often a government 
department, corporation, foundation or trust, to a recipient, often (but not always) a nonprofit entity, 
educational institution, business or an individual. In order to receive a grant, some form of “Grant 
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Writing” often referred to as either a proposal or an application is usually required. There are many 
grants available to local governments and their partners for well-planned projects. 
 
Partnerships 
 
Partnerships take various forms, including cooperative ventures with local service clubs, cost sharing 
agreements with School Districts or other governments. Each partnership is different and requires the 
ACRD to enter negotiations. 
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Appendix A 
 

Cycling Infrastructure and Design Considerations 
This section presents a summary of guidelines to supplement the West Coast Cycling Network 
Plan. It is to be used for reference but is not a comprehensive guide for cycling infrastructure 
and facilities. This document should be used in conjunction with the Transportation Association 
of Canada’s (TAC) guidelines, B.C. Active Transportation Design Guide, and recommendations 
from qualified professionals as new opportunities arise to improve upon the West Coast’s 
cycling infrastructure. 

All roadways within the ACRD are under the Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure’s 
jurisdiction. Chapters C.4, D.6, and F.1 of the B.C. Active Transportation Design Guide provide 
consideration for pedestrian facilities in rural contexts and design consideration for roadways 
under provincial jurisdiction.  

Bicycle Operating Space 

Bicycles networks should be designed to accommodate the many shapes and sizes that 
bicycles come in and to accommodate the numerous types of cycling, including touring, 
mountain biking, road biking, cargo bikes, e-bikes, children’s bikes, and others. A single rider 
requires between 1.2 to 1.5 metres of operating width to ride within. Side-by-side uni-directional 
riders require 2.5 meters of operating width, whereas bi-directional riders require 3.0 meters of 
operating width.  

 

Figure 1 Single rider lane width. 
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Figure 2 Uni-directional bicycle lane. 

 
Figure 3 Bi-directional bicycle lane. 
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Infrastructure Selection 

Context must be considered when selecting the type of cycling infrastructure for a given 
roadway. Considerations include: 

• Users 
• Road widths 
• On-street parking 
• Driveways and conflict points 
• Cost 

• Maintenance 
• Motor vehicle speed 
• Grade 
• And others 

 

The choice between the types of infrastructure are complex. Refer to the TAC guidelines and 
qualified professionals when choosing the appropriate cycling infrastructure.  

Infrastructure Design 

Different infrastructure designs may be appropriate given the specific context of each project. 
Safety should be prioritized in infrastructure design as well as creating networks designed for all 
ages and abilities. Infrastructure design can be grouped roughly into two categories: off-street 
paths and on-street paths. 

Off-Street Routes  

Off-street paths include the ACRD’s multi-use path. They are separated from vehicles by a 
barrier and are frequently used by multiple different user groups, including cyclists, pedestrians 
and people with mobility aids, dog walkers, and others. Off-street routes are preferred along 
highly trafficked routes with the potential for high usership. TAC Guidelines provide more 
information on how to identify areas for this type of infrastructure. 

When developing off-street routes, the ACRD should consider: path width, signage, and 
pavement markings. Standards for infrastructure design developed by the “working committee” 
should be applied. 

Width 

TAC guidelines recommend a lower limit lane width of 3.0 metres for off-street paths. 

Figure 4 Off-street multi-use path. 
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Signage 

Shared pathway signs should be used along shared pathways, such as the 
MUP, to indicate the modes traveling along the path. Other pathway signs, 
including yielding behavior, cycling and pedestrian crossing signs, and how 
to share the pathway should be included. TAC Signage guidelines for 
regulatory signs, warning signs, and information signs should be applied 
where necessary. 

Pavement Markings 

Pathway markings should be used to demarcate path edges. Stencils should be used at trail 
entrances, intersections, and conflict points. A standardized system of pavement markings 
should be developed by the “working committee.”  

 

Primary On-Street Routes 

Chapter D. 80 of the BC Active Transportation Design Guide provides detailed design guidance 
for on-street rural routes.   

 

Protected Bicycle Lanes are physically separated from vehicles but are located on the 
surface of the roadway. They are beneficial because the provide separation between 
vehicles, cyclists, and pedestrians. Means of separation include concrete barrios, 
elevated surfaces, painted buffers, and others. 

Bicycle Boulevards are routes located on streets with lower traffic speeds and volumes. 
These are generally neighbourhood streets that connect to other pathways. Pavement 
markings and signage are used to identify the road as a bicycle route. Traffic calming 
measures might be used to increase safety. 

Buffered Bicycle Lanes provide a painted buffer, bollards, or other means to separate 
cyclists from vehicle traffic. They are more comfortable than painted cycling lanes 
because they provide a physical separation. 

 

  

Figure 7 Protected Bike Lane. Figure 5 Bike Boulevard. Figure 6 Buffered Bike Lane. 
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Secondary On-Street Routes 

Secondary routes are less desirable because they typically are not as safe as primary routes. 
They are typically used to support the cycling network. 

Painted Bicycle Lanes use painted lines to separate vehicles from traffic. They are more 
suitable on streets with low to moderate traffic.  

Shoulder Bikeways are located on streets without a curb. They provide dedicated, on-
road, space for cyclists. 

Shared Use Lanes use the chevron and bike “sharrow” symbol pavement markings to 
indicate that road is shared by vehicles and cyclists. 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Intersections 

Intersections are often dangerous conflict zones between transportation different modes. Design 
considerations can minimize conflicts and create safer environments for all users. The TAC 
Guidelines and Chapter D. 85 and G.1 of the BC Active Transportation Design Guide provide 
design guidance for creating safe intersections. 

Off-Street Routes 

Care must be taken when designing areas where off-
street routes meet roadways to inform drivers of crossing. 
Visual markers can include: varying paving materials, 
cyclist actuate signals, pavement markings, intersection 
lighting, and signage for cyclist crossing. Current best 
practices shift the alignment of off-street routes towards 
the roadway as paths approach intersections to increase 
the visibility of the rider. 

Figure 9 Painted Bicycle Lane. Figure 10 Shoulder Bikeways. Figure 8 Shared Use Lane. 

Figure 11 Cyclist Actuated Signal. 
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Additional information for off-street crossings can be found in the TAC guidelines.  

 

On-Street Routes 

Design for protected bicycle lanes and painted bicycle 
lanes require similar design considerations. Pavement 
markings and signage can reduce conflicts between 
cyclists and motorists. Designs, including bike boxes 
and dedicated bicycle signal heads. 

TAC guidelines provide recommendations for mixing 
zones intersections, protected intersections, painted 
intersections, and signal phasing intersections.  

 

Design Considerations 

Lighting 

Pathway lighting is essential for keeping people safe on cycling routes. Lighting is important at 
intersections, bridges, crossings, tunnels, and on paths and trails. The TAC guidelines provide 
standards for lighting design. 

Surfacing Materials 

Surfacing materials should reflect the traffic volume and intent of the pathway. They should be 
maintained to create comfortable riding environments for all users. Standard suitable materials 
include: asphalt, concrete, coloured pavement, and paving stones. Careful consideration should 
be taken to ensure that materials are protected from tree and other vegetation routes. 

 

Figure 12 Bike box. 
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Appendix B 
 

Proposed MUP Extension 
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