
Alberni-Clayoquot Regional District 
 

WEST COAST COMMITTEE MEETING 
THURSDAY, MAY 14, 2015, 10:00 AM 

UCLUELET COMMUNITY CENTRE 
 

AGENDA 
PAGE # 

1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
Recognition of Traditional Territories. 
 

2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
(motion to approve, including late items requires 2/3 majority vote) 

 
3. CORRESPONDENCE FOR ACTION 
 
4. CORRESPONDENCE FOR INFORMATION 
 
 a. Ocean Networks Canada 
  Tsunami Detection:  WERA Radar Proposal 
 
5. DISCUSSION 
 
 a. Long Beach Airport Production Well 
  David Dennis, Tla-o-qui-aht First Nation, Council Member, Tla-o-qui-aht 
  First Nation, Dale Redford, Jackie Godfrey, Parks Canada in attendance 

• McGill & Associates Engineering Ltd. Brief on Long Beach Airport Water 
System 
 

6. REQUEST FOR DECISIONS & BYLAWS 
 

a. REQUEST FOR DECISION 
 Re: West Coast Committee Draft New Terms of Reference 
 
THAT the West Coast Committee recommend that the Alberni-Clayoquot 
Regional District Board of Directors approve the Terms of Reference for the 
West Coast Committee as presented. 
 

7. REPORTS 
 

a. Long Beach Airport Update (verbal) – R. Dyson 
b. West Coast Landfill Update (verbal) – R. Dyson 

 
THAT the West Coast Committee receive verbal reports a-b. 
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West Coast Directors Agenda 
May 14 /15 

Page 2 
8. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
9. LATE BUSINESS 
 
10. ADJOURN 
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TSUNAMI DETECTION: WERA 
RADAR Proposal 
A Wellen1 radar (WERA) array is a high-frequency radar that uses 
electromagnetic waves, within a specific frequency range, to measure 
surface ocean currents, ocean waves, and wind speed. After the 
Tōhoku earthquake and tsunami, it was demonstrated that WERA 
data were able to identify tsunami waves from as far offshore as ~100 
kilometers. Detection at such a distance could provide critical 
information up to 20 minutes prior to tsunami impact in coastal 
communities like Tofino and about an hour prior to impact in Port 

Alberni. 

Ocean Networks Canada is testing the WERA system for real-time tsunami detection on the west 
coast of British Columbia to augment the system of bottom pressure sensors already in place off 
our coast. In addition to the potential for the WERA system to detect an incoming tsunami, it can 
also measure sea-state in real-time, which is important information for improving day-to-day 
safety of coastal visitors and community members. 

The system comprises a linear array of 12 receive antennas and four transmit antennas. The total 
system footprint spans about 300 metres in length depending upon the site configuration (see 
proposed layout below). 
Ocean Networks Canada is proposing that the radar be installed at the Tofino/Long Beach Airport 
and has been in contact with airport authorities towards this goal. Once the proposal is considered, 
permits are approved and installation completed, a public forum will be held in the Tofino area to 
learn about the system and what it means for the local community and for the coast of BC. 
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McGILL & ASSOCIATES ENGINEERING LTD.
Consulting Engineers

4610 Elizabeth Street, Port Alberni, BC V9Y 6L7 Phone 250-724-3400
 
 

May 5, 2015 Ref. 2883

Alberni Clayoquot Regional District
3008 5th Avenue
Port Alberni, B.C.   
V9Y 2E3

Attention: Russell Dyson
Chief Administrative Officer

Re: Long Beach Airport Water System

Dear Sirs:

As requested, we have prepared the following brief regarding the current status of the water 
supply system at the Long Beach Airport and a preliminary cost estimate to develop the well, 
treat the water and upgrade the pumphouse.

The water supply provides for airport tenants, the terminal, the golf course and for Tla-o-qui-aht 
First Nation (TFN) for the communities of Esowista and Ty-histanis. Historically, TFN has 
consumed 80% of the water.

Currently the water system has two operating wells. The first well (PW#1) was constructed in 
1964. It was pump tested at that time and had a capacity of 28.5 Usgpm. Subsequent pump tests 
in 1999 yielded 13 Usgpm and in 2010 yielded 16 Usgpm. This well is not in use. It is not 
considered to be a viable water source at this time. A second well (PW#2) was installed in 2001 
with a yield of 87 Usgpm at that time. Its yield was retested in 2010 and found to be 45 Usgpm. 
A third well (PW#3) was drilled and tested in 2014. Its yield is estimated at 60 Usgpm. PW#3 
doesn’t have a pump and has not been connected to the water system at this time. All wells have 
comparable water quality and require treatment for removal of iron and manganese.  . The total 
water available from PW# 2 and PW#3  is in the order of 100 Usgpm, subject to confirmation of 
PW#2’s yield. GW Solutions have provided the attached report on the capacity of PW#3.

We have assessed water usage by the TFN over the past 5 years based on monthly meter 
readings. A graph is provided below showing TFN water usage. The high flows identified in 
2011 reflect the period when they were testing their new water system and filling their reservoir. 
The graph indicates a steady small increase in usage on an annual basis, with the exception of 
2014 which had a more significant increase. Meter readings are taken more frequently at the 
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Long Beach Airport Water System 
May 5, 2015 

system pump house by the wells at the airport. Peak daily water usage approached 30 
usg/min/day. In 2009, the TFN requested a water supply of 50 Usgpm to meet their anticipated 
water requirement. This does not include an allowance for other users on the water system. The
future requirements of both the TFN and other users exceeds the current capacity of PW-2. The 
increase in water usage is getting to a point where it needs to be addressed as further growth is 
anticipated by the TFN and other users.

The existing water treatment system needs replacement and an increase in capacity to treat the 
available water from PW# 2 and PW#3.  A treatment system capable of handling both iron and 
manganese can be developed with filters for removal of the impurities. We have a proposal from 
a water treatment expert to initiate a review of this.
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Long Beach Airport Water System 
May 5, 2015 

The existing pumphouse and treatment plant was constructed in 1965, is in poor repair, and is 
well beyond its useful life. A new pumphouse is required. It would incorporate the treatment 
system, chlorination works, and controls for the new well.

We have prepared an overall airport site plan (Figure 1, attached) and the proposed pump station 
site plan (Figure 2, attached) showing the proposed works required to continue the operation of 
the water system. 

A preliminary Class D cost estimate has been prepared which indicates possible expenditures to 
complete the proposed works.

Pump & control installation c/w piping                                 $100,000
Geotechnical Engineering $  37,000
Water treatment plant equipment & installation $200,000
Pumphouse construction  $  50,000
Power  supply $  10,000
Sub-Total $397,000
Allowance for Contingencies 20% $  79,400
Allowance for Engineering $ 59,550
Total Estimated Cost $535,950

A preliminary meeting should be held with the LBA water users to assess their water supply 
requirements in the short and long term, and interest in participating in this project.

Should you wish to discuss this further, please contact us at your convenience.

Yours truly,

For McGill & Associates Engineering Ltd.

Alan J. McGill, P. Eng.

Encl.  GW Solutions Report
Figure 1 – Site Plan
Figure 2 – Proposed Pump Station 
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Members:  City of Port Alberni, District of Ucluelet, District of Tofino, Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ Government, Huu-ay-aht First Nations, Uchucklesaht Tribe 
Electoral Areas "A" (Bamfield), "B" (Beaufort), "C" (Long Beach), "D" (Sproat Lake), "E" (Beaver Creek) and "F" (Cherry Creek) 

 

3008 Fifth Avenue, Port Alberni, B.C. CANADA  V9Y 2E3 Telephone (250) 720-2700   FAX: (250) 723-1327 

 

REQUEST FOR DECISION 
 
To:   West Coast Committee   
 
From:   Wendy Thomson, Manager of Administrative Services 
    
Meeting Date:   May 14, 2015  
 
Subject:  West Coast Committee Draft New Terms of Reference  
  
 
Recommendation: 
 

That the West Coast Committee recommend that the Alberni-Clayoquot Regional District Board of 
Directors approve the Terms of Reference for the West Coast Committee as presented.  
 
Desired Outcome: 
 

To approve a new terms of reference for the West Coast Committee. 
 
Background: 
 
The ACRD Board of Directors has instructed staff to update and or develop terms of references for all 
Regional District committees.   
 
Regional District’s may establish various committees to assist the Board in decision-making processes.  
There are three types of committees: standing, select and advisory.   
 
Standing Committees are permanent bodies primarily made up of Directors that are established by the 
Chairperson to provide regular, ongoing advice to the Board on different areas of business, activities and 
services.   
 
Select Committees are temporary, time-limited bodies that are established by the Board to provide 
advice on a particular issue or initiative that arises.  Once the issue is dealt with, the select committee is 
dissolved. 
 
Advisory Committees are made up primarily of community volunteers and assist with the delivery of 
regional district services, providing input on community interests related to a specific service.   
 
The West Coast Committee is a “standing committee” of the ACRD.  Attached for consideration of the 
West Coast Committee is a “draft” new terms of reference with the following amendments:    
 
 a. Scheduled quarterly meetings 
 b. Meeting schedule approved and circulated each January 
 c. Chair and Vice-Chair of the Committee elected annually   
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Time Requirements – Staff & Elected Officials: 
 

Some staff time required to update and or develop terms of references for the Regional District’s 17 
Committees.  
 
 

Policy or Legislation: 
 

The Local Government Act, Community Charter and ACRD Procedures Bylaw A1075 apply.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Submitted by: _______________________________________________________ 
  Wendy Thomson, Manager of Administrative Services 
 
 
Approved by: _______________________________________________________ 
  Russell Dyson, Chief Administrative Officer 
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Alberni‐Clayoquot Regional District 

 
Terms of Reference 

West Coast Committee 
 

1.  Purpose  
 
1.1  The West Coast Committee has been established to consider issues and to make 

recommendations to the ACRD Board pertaining to services paid for by one or more of 
the following areas within the region:  District of Tofino, District of Ucluelet, Long Beach 
and Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ Government.  

 
2.  Duties/Mandate 
 
2.1  The West Coast Committee is a standing committee of the Board that will assist the 

Board with decision making including budget, policy, infrastructure needs and any other 
issues relating to the following services: 

   

 West Coast Waste Management 

 Long Beach Airport  

 Long Beach Emergency Planning   

 Long Beach Bike Path  
 

2.2  The Committee will explore, consider and make recommendations to the Board on 
possible future services within the areas defined in section 1.1.   

 
2.3  The Committee will provide the Board with regular, ongoing advice on different 

activities and services with the areas defined in section 1.1 

   
3.  Membership 
 
3.1   Membership on the Committee is as follows: 
 

 Director for Electoral Area “C” Long Beach, or his/her alternate  

 One (1) Director appointed to the Board from the District of Tofino, or his/her 

alternate  

 One (1) Director appointed to the Board from the District of Ucluelet, or his/her 

alternate  
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2 
Terms of Reference – West Coast Committee, 2015 

 
 

 

 One (1) Director appointed to the Board from the Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ Government, or 

his/her alternate 

 One (1) non‐voting ex‐officio Member representing Pacific Rim National Park 

4.  Appointment and Term 
 
4.1  The appointment and term of Committee Members coincides with the Directors 

appointment or elected term on the ACRD Board of Directors.   
 
4.2  Committee appointments are confirmed by the Chair of the Board at the Regular ACRD 

Board of Directors Meeting in January of each year.     
 
4.3  The Chair of the Board may appoint persons who are not Directors of the ACRD Board to 

the Committee as ex‐officio non‐voting Members.  These Members sit without 
remuneration.  The ACRD Board may consider reimbursement for travel expenses for 
ex‐officio non‐voting Members upon recommendation from the Committee.  The Chair 
will confirm appointments of non‐voting ex‐officio Members in January of each year.    

 

5.  Committee Chair 
 
5.1  The Committee will elect a Chair and Vice‐Chair from amongst its Members at the first 

meeting of each year.  
 

6.  Meeting Procedures 
 
6.1  Meetings of the Committee shall be held quarterly or at the call of the Committee 

Chairperson.  The yearly Committee meeting schedule will be developed and approved 
by the Board at the first Board meeting in January of each year.     

 
6.2  A quorum for a meeting of the Committee shall be the majority of the Members of the 
  Committee.     
 
6.3  Meetings of the Committee shall be conducted and held in accordance with the 

Regional District’s Procedure Bylaw. 
 

7.  Reporting to the Board 
 
7.1  The Committee Chair will report to the ACRD Board on the activities of the Committee. 
 
7.2  Recommendations from the Committee to the Board must be adopted by the 

Committee prior to presentation to the ACRD Board.  
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Terms of Reference – West Coast Committee, 2015 

 
 

 

 

8.  Resources 
 
8.1  On behalf of the Committee, the CAO or his/her designate will provide advice and 

professional assistance to the Committee including writing letters, preparing reports to 
the ACRD Board. 

 
8.2  ACRD Administrative staff will provide support to the Committee including preparing 

agendas, recording the minutes of meetings and ensuring Committee agenda’s, minutes 
etc. are circulated electronically to all Members.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Approved by the ACRD Board:  

Revised by the Board: 
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