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The Horne Lake Trail

In 1855, Adam Horne, a Scotsman and fur trader employed by the Hudson's Bay Company, was
instructed to find an overland route across Vancouver Island. There was a rumour that the First
Nations people used a rough trail originating in Qualicum. Adam Horne found this trail leading to
Barkley Sound and it became known as the Horne Lake Trail. It was the route that many white
settlers used to reach the Alberni Valley. This trail meets up with the Log Train Trail at the end of
Horne Lake Road.

The Bainbridge Mill

Located on the Esquimalt and Nanaimo railway, this mill operated between 1917 and 1927.
There were about 15 houses for married couples and separate buildings for Japanese mill hands.
A school was located near the mill. The mill was internationally famous for the size and quality
of lumber produced, and was one of only two mills in British Columbia that produced long
timbers. Some were up to 27 meters long and 1.2 meters square, requiring three rail cars for
transport. Wood processed at the Bainbridge Mill was used to construct the Welland Canal
between Lake Erie and Lake Ontario. The mill began to run short of timber in the late 1920's.
This, combined with other factors, spelled the demise of the mill.
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McLean's Sawmill National Historic Site

Family-owned and operated, this steam sawmill began operating in 1925. After it closed in 1965,
most of the equipment remained on site and was donated to the City of Port Alberni by
descendants of the McLean family. In 1989, Environment Canada declared the mill a national
historic site. Through a partnership including the City of Port Alberni, British Columbia Heritage
Trust and Parks Canada it is being rebuilt to demonstrate a working mill of the era.
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The Log Train Trail stretches for 25 kilometers along the foot of the Beaufort Range. Scenic
views and a trip through history highlight this year-round trail. You may share the trail with
horses, mountain bikers, joggers, or someone taking a walk. This trail guide is provided to help
you enjoy the park.
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